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To all whom zt-macy concern.: |
Beitknown thatI, ELEAZER KEMPSHALL, of

‘Newton, in the cou nty of-Middlesex and S‘rate

oL Massaehusetts have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Lacing-Guides,
of which the following is a specifi oatlon
This invention 1elcxtes to so-called “‘fast-
color”lacing-guides used particularly on boots

cord or cords wholly on the extellol. of the
boot or shoe or other holder for a series of the
guides, the guide comprising a base formed

'to bear on sald holder and provided with an

attaching device to enter and engage the
holder, a “neck projecting outwardly r om the
base at one side of the center, and a head
formed on the outer portion of the neck and
projecting therefrom over the base, said base,
neck, and head forming a lace- ﬂ'mdmcr throat
Or reoese and composed of a weer-lesmtmn*
material, such as celluloid, which is mede
plastic by heat and pr esents surfaces which
do not change color when subjected to fric-
tlonalweal and are thereforeknown as “ fast-
weal-lesmtmﬂ"’ surfaces. |
- Letters Patent of the United Stafes No.
079,112, dated March 16,1897, shows a lacing-
ﬂ'mde to which the above desorlptlon 1S ap-
plleable In the guide shown in said patent,
however, the head is connected with the base
by one neck only, the lace-receiving throat
Or recess being open at one side. In other
words, the base neck, and head form a la-
cing-hook, from the thl()&t or recess of which
the lace is free to escape laterally when not
under sufficient tension to hold it against the
neck. The fast-color material or eomposi-
tion employed is relatively brittle, and the
head supported only at one side by a single
neck is therefore liable to be detached by the
breakage of the neck when the latter is made

relatively slender to give the throat or recess

an. ample depth. My invention has for its
object to provide a fast-color guide of this
character in which the head shall not be de-
pendent for its support on a single neck, and,

further, to enable the guide to 1etam the la,-
cing, so that it oennot escape laterally from
the throat or recess.

1mprovements which I will now proceed to de-
scribe.

- Figure 1 represents in side elevation a la-
omg-gmde constructed in accordance with my
invention. Fig. 2 represents a vertical sec-
tion thereof. Flfr 3 represents a cross-sec-
tional view theleof on the line 3 5 of Fig, 1.

Fig. 4 represents a top plan view of the blenk

used in the construction of the guide shown
in Figs. 2and 3. Fig. 5 represents a vertical
seotlona,l view of The blank. Fig. 6 repre-
sents a vertical sectional view of a modifica-
tion. Iig. 7 represents a plan view showing
a series of my 1mproved lacing-guides in po-
sition on the supporting pa1ts of a boot or
shoe with the lacing running through the
guides, the guides bemn‘ shown in seotlon
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Fig. 8 represents a top plan view of the

blank formed as shown in Fig. 5. TFig. 9 rep-
resents a cross-sectional view of the fabrio on
the line. 9 9 of Fig. 7.

- Referring to the dr a,wmﬂ*s, in the best em-

.bodlment of my invention now known to me,

@ represents.a lacing-guide comprising a post
having a base 2 formed to bear on the guide-
holding part 7’ of a boot or shoe or other ar-
ticle, two necks 3 and 5, projecting from said
base at opposite sides of its center, and a head
4, formed on the outer ends of the necks, the
relatwe arrangement of the base 2, neoks 3
and 5, and head 4 being such that they form
&'-laee-reoeiving orifice f’', which surrounds
the lacing. The guideis molded from a suit-
able plestlo ma,terla,l or composition, such as
celluloid, and is provided with an attaching
member or device b, which projects from the
base 2 and is edapted to engage the holder 7.

The lacing is therefore confined in the guide

against escape 1n a lateral direction, so that

when a series of the guides are assembled as
shown in Fig. 7, the la,emcr 18 permanently re-
tained in the D'mdes and 1ts free ends are al-

ways 111 eondltlon to enable the two holding

parts ' ' to be drawn ton'ethe1 by a pull on
sald free ends.

T'he inner surfaces of the necks 3 and 5, in
consequence of the wear-resisting matenel of
which they are made, present ant1frletlona1
bearings to the laomg, enabling the latter to

T'o these ends my 1nventlon eonelsts in the | slip ea,sﬂy endwise thloueh the guides.
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The necks 3 and 5 are preferably elongated
in cross-section in the direction of the move-
ment of the lacing, as shown in Figs. 3 and 7,
the surfaces against which the lacing bears
being preferably longer than the thickness of
the necks between their inner and outer sur-
faces. This form not only enables the necks
to present relatively long bearings to the la-
cings, preventing abrupt flexure and fraying
of the lacings when they are moving endwise

- through the guides, but also involves an ad-
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vantageous distribution of the material of the

necks, so that the orifice ' may be made of
ample width without requiring an objection-
ably bulky construection.
thickness or diameter of the post from the
outer surface of one neck to the outer surface
of the other may be reduced to the minimum
without sacrificing strength of construction.
The flange of the attaching device may there-
fore be located wholly below the arch formed
by the two necks and the head, as shown In
IFig. 6.

The attaching member b serves two pur-
poses—one as an anchorage for the material
composing the guide @ and the other for se-
curing the ﬂ‘nlde to the holder by upsetting
the lower pm’-t of the attaching member, as
shown in Fig. 9, or in any preferred way.
Other forms of attaching members may be
nsed, if desired.

The material composing the guide may be
anchored to the member b either by being
molded about a flange ' on said member, as
shown in Ifig. 6, or by being molded about

projections 0° extending up from the top of

the member b into the two necks, forming a
sort of skeleton frame, as shown 1n Figs. 2, 3,
4, and 5. 'When the projections 0° are used,
the ends b®are preferably dovetailed, asshown
in Fig. 8, whereby the ends are securely an-

strain, and to all practical purposes forming
a structure firm and rigid as though the ends
were welded or fastened together or as though
the members * were not separated, but formed
one extension.

When the form of blank 0, as shown in |
‘end or head connecting the outer ends of the

necks, said guide or post having an attaching
device pr OJectmw from its inner end.

Fig. 5,1s employed, it is preferably struck up
from a flat piece, as shown in Fig. 4, and by
subsequent operations the members 0° bent
into place.
- Various modifications will suggest them-
selves to those skilled in the art without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion.

Having thus explained the nature of my
1nvention and described a way of construct-
ing and using the same, though without at-

In other words, the

tempting to set forth all of the formsin which 6o

it may be made or all of the modes of its use,

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A lace-trmde,
plastic
post containing a transverse orifice formed to
surround the lacing, the said guide having a
suitable attaching membel pr OJeCtIIJ”‘ below
the post. |

2. A wear-resisting lacing-guide having an
inner portion or base formed to bear on a
cuide support or holder and provided with an
attachmw device, a neck projecting from the
base at one side of the center thereof, a head
formed on said neck, and extending there-

made of celluloid or other

from over the base, the said base, neck, and .

head being made of plastic material, such as
celluloid, and relatively arranged to form a

lace-guiding recess like that of a lacing-hook,

material, and comprising a head or 65
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and an additional neck of the same material 8o

integral with the head and base, and project-
ing from the base at the opposite side of its
center from the first-mentioned neck, said
additional neck constituting a lacing-retain-

ing guard, and an additional support for the 85

‘head.

3. A lace- ﬂ'mde comprising a b&%e having
an attachmrr device, a wear- reslstlnn* head
and two Wear—resisting necks connecting the

head with the base, the said necks confining

the lacing against lateral displacement, and
distributing the support of the head, whereby
liability of detachment of the head from the
base is reduced.

4. A lace-guide consisting of a post of plas-
tic material such as celluloid having an inner

‘end or base formed to bear on a holder, two

necks projecting outwardly from the base and

‘having inner surfaees forming the sides of a

lace- ﬂ*mdmn' orifice which is 131 ansverse to the

chored to the plastic material to resist lateral | axis of the post, the surfaces of the necks be-
‘1ng longer in the direction of the movement
of the lacing than the thickness of the necks
from their inner to their outersurfaces,where-
by elongated lace-bearings are formed, and
‘the thickness of the post is reduced to the

minimum, and an externally convex outer

In testimony whereof I have Slfrned my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this 25th day of
September, A. D. 1897,

ELEAZER KEMPSITALL.

“Witnesses:

A. D. HARRISON,
P. W. PEZZETTI.
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