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To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, WILLIAM HENRY HOW-
ARD, a citizen of the United States, residing
at New York, in the county and State of New

5 York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Checks or other Negotiable
Instruments, of which the following is aspeci-
fication.

The invention relates, broadly speaking, to
10 a means or method of preventing the altera-

tion of the values of issued cheoks drafts,

or other commercial paper and techmcally

~ known as ‘““raising;” and it consists, essen-

tially, of a series of cut-away portlons lying
15 within the check proper, which portions be-
ing once removed cannot be replaced. The
cut—&wa,y portions are arranged. in sections
and each portion or section denomma,tes orin-
dicates a certain value which, by subtraction
20 from the instrument, limits 1ts sald value,
and through the speelal construction which I
employ such value cannot be altered or raised
- without immediate detectlon even by the
most inexperienced. |
25 In accordance with my mventwn Lhe body
- of the check, draft, or other instrument will
be of the usunal fmm and at one end of the

same I provide the sections aforesaid, which
sections are formed by lines 1ad1atmﬂ' from a

3o central point upon the left-hand end of the
~instrument, each section bearing a certain de-
" nomination. These spaces are nine in num-
ber on each side—that 1s to say, above and

. below. In issuing the check or other instru-
35 ment the body of the same will be filled out
for the proper amonnt in the usual manner,
and then the check may be detached on the

- two radial lines of said diagram correspond-

ing with and denoting its face value. This
40 detaehment of the check on the line indicated
~ severs the sectional diagram, leaving a part
of the latter to be carrled'by the che(,k and a
part remaining with the check-stub retained
- bythedrawer. Thusboth that portion of the

' 45 diagram carried by the check and that por-
- tion remaining with the stub will ¢learly and
permanently show the facevalue of the check

as drawn. In carrying my invention into

effect these sections are placed within the
50 check-body proper, so that the diagram can-
not be removed without mutllatmﬂ' the in- |

stmment to such an extent as to render it

plainly void.

In the emnloy ment of my 1nvent10n also, T

use a series of checks, which idea T have
shown, described, and 01&1mec1 in another ap-
plicatwnﬁledJ u1y13 1897, Serial No. 644,466,
which series enables me to cover any amount
from one dollar up.

The invention will be reddﬂy understood

from the explanation hereinafter presented,

reference being had to the accompanying
drawing, Whl(jh shows a face view of a check
bearing on ifs. left-hand end the lined and
spaced diagram constituting the novel fea-
tureof theinvention. This check isintended
for amounts less than one hundred dollars
and belongs to what I term ‘‘Series A.”

- In the dmmnﬂ* A designates the body of
the checkor other order, and K thestub, which

may be utilized for recewmﬂ* the usua,l mem-

oranda. The body-of the check A is of any

suitable and well- known form and bears such

inseriptions as may be desired. At the left-
hand end of the check and within the area of

the check proper is the diagram, consisting

of the two lettered parts I G said parts cor-
responding withonean otherand being formed
of a series of lines H I, all radiating from the
central point J, whleh is the only connectlon
between the p&rts F G. The linesHIdivide

| the spaces X L of the said parts I G, and

these spaces will contain at their outer Wldel
ends the numerals or other indicating char-
acters, as usual, which numerals or charac-
ters show the Values corresponding with the
amounts for which the checks or other orders
may be drawn or issued.

The part F shown in the figure contains at .

its outer edge the numerals ¢ 1”7 to ¢*9,” in-
clusive, ea,ch space K being devoted to one

numeral, and the outer edﬂ‘e of the part G of

the Lheck bears the numerals ranging from
““10” to ¢“90,” inclusive, each space L being
devoted to one numeral.

The numerals ““1” to “9,” meluswe, in the
part F of the diagram connected with the

check shown 1ndlc&te units of dollars, the
numeral ¢“1” being one dollar, the numelal
‘“27 two dollars, and SO 0N} and the numer-

als ¢10” to ¢ 90,” ineclusive, in the part G of
S&ld diagram 111(110&13@ tens of dollars, the nu-
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meral “* 107 indicating ten dollars, the nu-
meral ** 207 twenty dollm*.s the numeral 30"
thirty dollars, and so on. The check shown
will be issued for all amounts less than one
hundred dollars.

If the check shown should be drawn for,

say, thirty-five dollars, the diagram D w ould
be severed on the hne mtermedmte the nu-
merals ‘30”7 and *“40” of the part C ﬂlld on
the line intermediate the numerals 5 and
““6” of the part I, and thus the (,heeh would

carry with it a part of the diagvam D, which
part would indicate on its lowel cdge tho -
meral °“30,” indicating thirty dol]ms and on
its upper edn*e the numeml ““35,7 indlcmmg
five dollars. The check would thus on the
diagram D carry the means indicating the
mnount for which the check was onnumlly
drawn, and whieh means, it will be apparent,
could never be “ raised.”

If the check illustrated were to be issued
for ninety dollars, the check and its diagram
D would be det&ehed on the first line to the
right of the part T on said diagram and on
the outer vertical lineI of the pmt ( on said
diagram. Thus the part carried by the checlk
would indicate on the part G that it was is-
sued for ninety dollars, all of the part I hav-
ing been removed and left with the stub K in
Lhe check-bool.

Itwill be seen that the receiver of the check
1s not only protected against the drawee, but
the drawer is also protected, for the reason
that the stub portion of the diagramindicates
by its absent portion the amountfor which the
check was drawn. It is apparentthat an in-
strument once issued according to this plan
would be 1mpossible to chanﬂ(,, as there are
insurmountable difficulties in adding to the
fabrie of the paper at the end. It “will be

seen also thatthe indicating-diagram contain-
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1ing the sections aforesaid lie within the area
of the check proper and that therefore any
attempt to tamper with the instrument by re-
moving the entire section feature would re-
sult in a permanent mutilation of the instru-
mendt.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I'claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The check or other order having a dia-
gram lyingwithin thearea of the check proper,
composed of the two corresponding parts
formed of lines and intervening spaces radi-
ating from a given point, said parts cach he-
ing in the form of a triangle and so arranged
with respect to one another that said diagram
may, to properly denote the desired values, be
severed on connected lines running through
both said parts and at an angle to one an-
other, substantially as set forth.

2. The check or other order having a dia-
gram lying within the area of the check proper
(301111)0'30(1 of the two corresponding parts
formed of lines and intervening spaces bear-
ing indicating characters denoting money
values and mdlatl]w from a given pomt said
parts each being in the form of a triangle and
so arranged with respect toone another that
said diagram may, to denote the proper value
of the check or order, be severed on con-

nected lines running through both said parts

and at an angle toone anothel* the 111(]1{3&13111#
characters on one of said parts l‘eplesentmf‘r

values of one denomination and those on the
other of said parts denoting values of another
denomination, substantially as set forth.

WILLIAM ITENRY IIOWARD.

Witnesses:
M. V. BIDGOOD,
J. GREEN.
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