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Be it known that I, EILERT A. CLEMENTS, a
citizen of the United Sta,tes, residing at Grand
Rapids, in the county of Kent end State of
Michigan,have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvement.s in Underwear; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
sueh as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use thesame.

My invention relates to improvements in
underwear, and more particularly to the up-

per and front portion. of an undershirt or

union garment; and its object is to provide
the same with certain new and useful fea-
tures, hereinafter more fully described, and
particularly pointed out in the claims, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in Whleh——-

I‘wme 1.is a front elevation of a device
embod}rmﬂ* my invention, and Iig. 2 a front
elevation of the same with the front portion
broken away to better show the construction.

Like letters refer to like parts in both fig-
ures.

Only the upper portion of the garment is
shown, and the lower part may be finished

either to form an undershirt or it may be

extended and formed into a *‘union suit”
without in any wise affecting my invention,

which invention relates to the upper part of_

the garment only:.

In the drawings, A is the back p01t1011 of

the garment, whleh is extended forward and
over the sheulders and thence downward over
the chest, forming the protecting-flaps B B.
It is also provided with the neck-opening C
and a vertical opening D, dividing said flaps,
the adjacent edges of which are provided with
any suitable facing E and secured to each

other by buttons or othermse, as convenient.

The front I terminates in a substantially

horizontal line across. the front and a short

distance below the top of the shoulders and
is provided with a concavity G in its edge
opposite and below the neck-opening C. The

upper edge of this front I is secured to the

carment adjacent to the shoulders by buttons
H or other convenient fastenings, and the
edges of the front I and the edges of the

flaps B are both sewed to the sleeve at the |

armholes. It will be observed that the flaps
B are disconnected from the body of the gar-

ment below the armhole portions.
I thus provide a garment having a double

thickness over the ehe_st where the “outer oar-

ments are usually most open and the body
least protected thereby. I also provide a
convenient construction of easy fabrication
on a knitting-machine and with openings for
admitting the body that are not superposed,

and thus Cif left unsecured do not materially -
reduce the e

fectiveness of the garment as a
protection to the body.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I elmm and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The herein-described undele]nrt con-
sisting of a back portlon & lonﬂ*ltudmally-

divided chest- -covering portion joined to said

back portion by the shoulder portions of the
carment, means for securing the edges of said
d1v1ded chest portion together an undwlded
front portion extending unbrokenly over said

divided chest portion, means for securing the

upper edge of said front portion detaehebly

to the ga,rment adjacent to said shoulder por-

tions, and the sleeves attached to said back,
chest and front portions at the armholes, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

2. The herein-described undershirt, con-

sisting of a back portion extended forward_

and downward to form chest-protecting flaps
and formed with a neck-opening, means for
securing the edges of said flaps detachably

-tonethel an undivided front portion extend-
| ing unbrokenly over said divided flaps and

deteehably secured o the garment adjacent
to the shoulders, said front portion terminat-
Ingin & ,substa,ntielly horizontal line near the
shoulders and having-a concavity in the up-
per edge opposite the neck-opening, and the
sleeves to which sleeves said back, flaps and
front portmn are all permanently attached
at the armholes, substantially as shown and
described.

In testlmony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
EILERT A CLEMEN TS

Witnesses: -
- JULIA OLEMENTS,

LEwIis K. FLANDERS.
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