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SPECIFICATION formmg bart of Letters Patent No. 599 043 dated February 1 5, 1399
Apphcation filed March 5, 1807, Seml No. 626,084, (No model.) N |

To all whom it ma Y CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, WirLiAM C. LAUTNER,
a clitizen of the Umted States, residing at

‘Rochester, county of Monroe, Sta,te of New

York, have invented a certam new.and use-
ful Improvement in Burial-Caskets; and I de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which it .

appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification.

My invention has for its objectcertain new
and useful improvements in a burial-casket;
and it consists of the construction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of devices hereinafter
deseribed and claimed, and illustrated in the
accompanying dra,wmﬂ‘s, in which—

Figure 1 18 a view In pelspectwe illustrat-
ing my invention. FKig.2isanend view show-
iug the cover raised. I'ig. 3 18 a vertical
cross-section .of the device with the cover in

ing the cover in closed position. FKig. dis a

detail view of a sliding bolt to hold the cover

in place when closed.
The object of my invention more partleu-

larly isto providea ‘‘ canopy-top sofa-casket,”

or, in other words, a casket in which the top
and body of the casket are so constructed

and arranged that the top may be raised,

thereby opening the body of the casket in
such a way as to give to the body a sofa ap-
pearance, while the top when opened may re-
semble a canopy.

I carry out my invention as follows:

A represents the body portion of the casket
provided with a base A’, back A? and ends
A®and A% The front of the body is mainly
cut away, leaving but anarrow upright front
p01'ti011'A5, the ends being cut to correspond
in any suitable manner.

~are cut away on a scallop deseendlnﬂ' from
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of the casket, as indicated in Fig.

the top of the back adjacent to the upper
edge of the front portion A5, The front por-
tion AS is simply of sufficient height to pro-
vide for a suitable upholstermﬂ' of the base
1, Fig.
showing the casket without any upholstering.
I do not limit myself to this exact form of

Fig. 4 is an end view show-

As shown, the ends

g

braces will also strengthen the structure.

body, otherwise than as hereinbefore ex-
pressed, may be of any suitable form.

B denotes the cover constructed with a to;
portion B’, end portions B?and B3, and a front
portion BS. The front portion is of such a
width that when the cover is closed its lower
edge will shut down upon the upper edge of
the portion A’ of the base and give to the
closed casket a customary appearance. My
invention preferably cuts away a part of the

cove or top molding extending longitudi-

nally of the casket at the rear thereof and
attaching such part of the cove or top mold-
ing to the back of the body of the casket, as
1ndlca,ted at C. To this portion of the cove
C the lid orcover B is hinged, asindicated at

| construetmﬂ* the ends of the ea,sket as they
| may be of any suitable shape, while also the
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@, In any suitable manner, either with stop

or detachable hinges or otherwise, so that the
cover can be hfted and raised from the body
portion and removed altogether therefrom, if
desired. The addition of th1s part of the cove-
molding C to the top of the back of the body
ralises the body to a corresponding height,
lightens the top, and throws the center of
gravity of the top nearer to the longitudinal
center of the casket, thereby pleventmn' 1t
from tipping over or backward when the top
1sraised. Moreover, the projection of the top
thus forward produees a finish, top cornice,or
crest, adding greatly to the strenﬂ'th of - the

ca,sket and to its general appearance. More-
over, the form in which the top is cut, with
| the front portions B° projecting over the base

of the casket when in raised posmon, gives
thereto the appearance of a canopy-bed.
To protect -the projecting part of the lid

from warping, I provide suitable angle-irons -

(Indicated in Fig. 8at D.) These
I
also provide additional brace-irons E to
strengthen the front portion A°and the base
of the casket and prevent warping. -

The top 18 held in open position by knuckle-
hinges or toggle-arms F, secured to the body

or braces.
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a,nd to the cover, as mdmated in the drawings,

‘at each end of the casket. |
The top may be fastened to the body of the
| casket in any suitable manner, as by a slid-
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ing flush bolt G. (Indicated in detall in Fig.
5.) 'The handles (not shown) are to be at-
tached to the body portion of the casket to
the front A®and bacl A? the same being pret-
erably covered with drapery (indicated in Fig.
1 at H) on the front A®, concealing the han-
dles from view, enabling me to employ strong
malleable handles less: expensive than the

regular massive silver handles in common

use. The forward edge of the top or body
may be provided with a slightly-projecting

| being partially open.

599,043

The flush bolt G is ar-

ran n*ed to engage with a suitable eye G'.
It will be seen that the pilasters or corner-

moldings instead of being formed in one solid

oY namental piece, as in “caskets of comm on
construction, are formed in separate pieces ¢’
and a? for the body and cover pmtmns of the
casket, so that the lower part ¢’ is rigidly en-
gaged with the body, while the upper portion

aﬁ is engaged with the cover.
It will be understood that the flush bolt is
engaged to work horizontally.

molding (indicated at 0) to hide the joint when | en

the cover is closed and cover mo* the ed ge of

the drapery.

The casket, both top and body, may be up-
holstered and dr aped in any suitable manner.
I preferto construct both the ends A® A of the
body alike, and I am thus enabled to use
a loose sofa-pillow (indicated at J, Fig. 1)
which can be reversed or placed at elthel end,
allowing the casket to be located in any de-
sired pmt of a room.

A casket so formed is neat and ornamental,
while at the same time it does away with the
appearance of ordinary caskets when opened.

In Fig. 5 parts A% and B° are indicated in

dotted lines, the cover portion of the casket |

What I claim as my invention 18—
In a casket, the combination of a body hav-

ing a lowered front, ends descending toward

said front, and a cover to fit the body, the base
of said body being upholstered, and said front
raised only SLIbStELlltl&lly to the level of the
upholstering, whereby when the cover is
raised said base will form a couch or sofa, for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereot I sign this specifica-

tion in the presence of two witnesses.
| WILLIAM C. LAUTNER.
Witnesses:
EGERTON R. WILLIAMS, Jr.,
SOL YWILE.
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