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‘ To all whom it may concern:

Be it'known that I, WILLIAM E. BURKE a
citizen of the United Stetes residing at Wlote
in the county of Lafayette and State of Wls-
consin, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Rope Ascenders or De-

-scenders; and I do hereby declare the fol- |
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which 1t appertams 10
make and use the same.

This invention has forits object, pI‘llIlEbl ily,
to provide a simple and cheap device for aid-

ing in the climbing of a rope or the descent
It is especially adapted for |
‘use by most all classes of workmen—such as

on the same.

painters, carpenters, miners, and the like—
and will serve effectually as a fire-escape. It
is a device adapted to travel upon a rope and
to support the operator, while at the same

- time the person thereon can operate the de-
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vice to cause the same to asecend or descend,
as he may desire.
- The device 1s simple in iis nature, yet

strong and durable, easily operated, will not |
cut or injure the rope, and as it weighs but’
It may |

little it ecan be easily transported.
be carried by traveling men or others in their
hand-satchels and is always ready for use.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear and the novel

features thereof will be specifically deﬁned
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by the appended claims.
The invention is clearly. illustrated in the

accompanying drawings, which, with the let-

ters of reference marked thereon form a part
of this specification, and in ‘Which—

Figure 1 1s a view showing the epphea,tmn
of the invention. Fig.21is an enlarged view
of the device. FKig. "3 is
through the same. Flﬂ' 4isan enla,rged view
of the clutch or grip.

Like letters of reference 1ndlcete like parts

‘throughout the several views.
45
ings by letter A designates two horizontally-

Refernno' now to the details of the dra,w-

dlsposed bars or arms of suitable material

- and lengthand strength. These areprovided

5o

between their. ends eeeh with a foothold B,
suitably secured thereto,or it may be integr al
therewith and of eufﬁ01ent size to readily re-
ceive the foot of the operator.

These two |

to pass.
1| natesinthe vertical portion I, which isadapt-

G of the part F, as shown.

| grip fi

& sectmnal View |

| arms or bars are prowded a,t.one end with the

upwardly-extending bifurcated portions C,
which are pivotally united by a pivot D, as
shown. KHach arm or baris further provided
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| with the downwardly-extending and inclined
| arm E, one of which is provided with the ver-

tical portion F, from opposite ends of which

extend the horizontal portions G,having open-
ings H, through which the rope is deewned
The other inclined arm I term1-

ed to work between the horizohta,l portions
Its acting face
may be roughened or corrugated, if desired.

In practice the device is sleeved upon the
rope X, which passes through the openings
in the horizontal portions Gand beftween the

forks of the bifurcated portions of the main -

arms or bars, as shown. The rope is securely

fastened at its. upper end and the operator
stands upon the device with his feet in the.
footholds B, although these might sometimes

be omitted and the operator stand upon the

‘upper face of the arms A, if desired. When

the weight of the person is on the arms, the
rmly engages the rope and eupports the
operator, but when the operator grasps the

rope Wlth his hands and relieves the.arms of
I his weight the device will be free to move

upon the rope and the operator can cause the
same to ascend or descend, as he may desire,
all that it is necessary to do being to- plece
his weight upon the device when he desires
to stop or to rest. The user can regulate his
descent as occasion may require.

Modifications in detail may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit. of the in-
vention or sacrificing any of its advantages.
- What is claimed as new is—

1. The combination with the arms having
bifurcated portions connected pivotally to-
agether by a pin bridging the space between
the overlapped ends of the bifurcated por-
tion, of the portions depending from the ad-
Jecent ends of said arms, the one having hori-
zontal portions with openings to receive a rope
and the other with a vertical portion adapted
to be received between the horizontal por-
tions and form & orip to hold the rope, as set
forth.

2. The device. deecnbed consisting of the
arms having h1furcated mclmed portwns end
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footholds upon their under sides, the bolt
connecting the bifurcated portions, the in-
~¢lined arms depending from said arms and
supporting a vertical portion havingan open-
ing for the passage of the rope, the vertical
portion carried by one of the inclined arms
and having horizontal portions with open-
ings to receive a rope, and a vertical grip-

 ping-face on the other inclined arm adapted |

to work between said h(')rizonta-l' portions, all 1o
substantially as and for the purpose specified.
In testimony whereof I have signed this

specification in the presence of two subscrib-

ing witnesses.
| WILLIAM E. BURKE.
Witnesses: |

JOHN C. HIGGINS,

W. W. POWERS.
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