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© To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, JAMES A. SUTHERLAND,
a subject of the Queen of Great Britain, re-
siding at Laurie, West Kootenay Distriet,
British Columbia, Canada, have invented a

new and useful Improvement in Game Appa-

ratus, which improvement is fully set forth
in the following specification and aeeompany-
ing drawings, in which—-

Flﬂ‘me 1 1llustrates a simple form of my 1m-
proved came apparatus; Fig. 2, the same ar-
ranged for two performers, and Fln' 34 modl—
ﬁed form of the device. - |

My invention pertains to certam 1mpr0ve-
ments in game apparatus; and my object is
to provide a novel, lnexpensive, and attract-
ive device which 18 readily available not only
for social recreation, but also as an excep-

tionally nseful exercise, the performance of

which requires concentration of mind and
perfect control of the muscles of the hand
and arm.

The game is entitled **Sisyphus,” being an-
a,logous to the task imposed by the heathen
gods upon Sisyphus, who, having incurred
their displeasure, was condemned to roll a
stone up the side of a hill. The burden be-
Iing too heavy exhausted his strength betfore
he could reach the goal. The stone invari-
ably rolled back to the starting-point and he
was doomed to repeat the effort to the end of
time.

The peculiar features of the device will be
apparent by referring to the accompanymn*
drawings, in Whleh—-

A 1nd10ates a rectangular block of hard |

wood or other sufuable material having a
gradually-inclined upper surface; B, a ball
of solid material. The steel balls generally
used for reducing friction in machinery be-
ing durable, as well as spherical, are Well

'ada,pted for the purpose.

C indicates a staff or wand made of hard
wood and accurately flattened at the small

end; D, a goal or pocket near the head of the 45

inclined plane; E, a barrier at the foot of the
plane to arrest the ball when the performer

loses control and fails to deposit it in the

pocket, and I flanges to prevent the escape
of the ball from the sides of the plane.

vice having a circular base, an upper surface
gradually inclining from the center to the
circumference and divided by a diametrical

| erevice G to define the limits when two per-

formers are engaged.
- The operatwn of the game is more easily

described than executed. The staff being

held in a vertical position, its flattened point

1is applied to the ball, which is thus moved up

the inclined plane toward the goal, as shown

1n the drawings. Itisobvious that the closest

attention is absolutely necessary and that the
slightest tremor of the muscles will be. fol-
lowed by the escape of the ball and the per-

former will lose his turn and have each fail-

ure counted against him according to the con-
ditions mutually understood and accepted by
the parties engaged. |

‘What 1 clmm as new is— -
As an improved article & wame-board hav-

Fig. 3 illustrates a modified form of the de-
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ing a conical upper side with a hole or recess

at the pointand an upwardly-extending flange
at the edge, and formed on said conoidal por-
tion with two diametrically opposite crevices
extending from near said hole to the edge,
substantmlly as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, this 19th day of
March, 1897, in the presence of witnesses.

o JAMES A. SUTHERLAND.

Witnesses: |
T L. HA1S,

- W. F. CRAGS.
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