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(Hn mndel )

To all whom it maz J concern:
Be it - known that I, WiLLiam W, TRIW/IPI

| a citizen of the Umted States, and a remdent

{O

~of East Orange, New J ersey, have invented

certain Improvements in Self-Closing Um-

brellas, of Whlc,h the following is a Speclﬁ—j
cation.

My invention consists of certain 1mp1 ove-
ments in that class of self-closing umbrellas
in which the runner-retainer is depms&ed by

- means of devices operated from a point ad-

s

Jacent to the handle, so that said runner can

‘be released and the umbrella permitted to

close by the action of the thumb or finger of
the same hand which carries the umbrella.
The object of my invention is to provide

an extremely cheap and simple device for

effecting such deplesmon of the runner-re-
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position.

talner.
In the accompanying dmwmws Figure 1 18

-a view of part of an ordinary tubnlm metal

umbrella-stick with runner -retainer and de-
pressing device therefor in accordance with

my invention, the retainer being shown in.
similar
view showing the retainer in the deplessed_'
I‘m 3 18 a perspective view of the
retainer and of the npper portion of the de-
pressing device therefor, and Figs. 4, 5, and
6 are views illustrating VELIIOI]S mod1ﬁea—.]

the pmJected position. Fig. 2 is a

tions of my invention.

Part of an ordinary tubuldr metal um-
brella-stick is shown at 1, and the runner-

retainer is illustrated at 2 ‘this runner-re-
tainer having a beveled or wedge- shaped
portion 8 at the lower end of the progeetmﬂ*
head and having a stem” bearing upon one
side of the hollow stick and a pm;]ecbmﬂ‘ heel

a’, adapted to an opening in the other side of

the same, whereby the retainer is held in
place in the stick Wlth{)llt the use of rivets,
pins, or other fastenings.

Contained within the hollow stick is a rod

or bar 4, preferably composed of a flat strip

of sheet metal slotted at 5 for the reception
of the stem of the retainer, and notched at 6,
S0 as to embrace the lower portion of the
head of the runner-retainer, the bar at the
base of the notch bearing aﬂalnst the inclined
or wedge - -shaped | face 3 of said head and

also against the inner side of the tubular |

' stick as shown in Fig. 1.

At its lower end

the bal 4 has a knob 7, the stem of which

passes through a slot 9 in the stick 1. Hence
by pushing upwa,rd upon this knob the upper

55
end of the bar 4 is caused to act upon the -

beveled or wedge-shaped face of the head

of the runner- 1etamer and as the upper end.
of the bar cannot be pushed outward because
of its bearing against the inner side of the
“tube 1 the ei“ect of this upward movement

of the bar must be to depress the head of the
runnel-retamel as shown in Fig. 2, the bar

being forced downwmd agaln. by the reaction

of the wedge-shaped f@ce of the retainer-

60
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head: thereon as soon as pressure 18 removed

from the knob 7.

The simplicity dhd cheapness of the device

which I employ for operating the runner-re-

tainer will be understood when it is noted
that it constitutes practically but a single

piece which acts upon the runner-retainer to

depress it when moved in one direction, and

is then restored to its original position by the

runner-retainer when released from pressure,

75

no levers, springs, pivot-pins, or the like be-

ing neeessary to the proper opelatlon of the
devwe )

“While I prefer in all cases to adopt the
construction shown in Figs: 1, 2, and 3, the

‘same may be modified in various ways with-

8—0'.":

out departing from the essential spirit of my -

invention. For instance, in Fig. 4 I have

shown a construction in which the ranner-

retainer has an inclined finger 10 projecting
upwardly from the head, thls inclined ﬁnn*el

being acted upon by an enlal oed head 11 on .

the bdr 4, so that the runner is retracted by

a downward pull upon the bar instead of by .

an upward push upon the same. Hence in
it is not subjected to any strain which Would

tend to cause it to bend or buckle.

Various

99
this case the bar 4 can be made very light, as ~

means may also be used for applying power =

to the bar 4 instead of the simple knob 7, as

shown in Figs.1and 2. Thusin Fig. 6 T have
illustrated a knob -lever 12 engaging with an

opening at the lower end of the bar 4, and in

95

Fig. 7 I have shown the lower end of said

bar 4 engaging with a transverse pin 13, caxr-

ried by a sliding tip-retainer 14.

It the devme for depresunﬂ* the runner- -Te-

N
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‘tainer should from any cause become Inop-

erative, the said retainer can be depressed
by hand as readily as an ordinary retainer.
Hence the umbrella is not rendered useless

5 by the failure of the attachment, as in some

10

other self-closing umbrellas heretofore de-

vised.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

The combination of a hollow umbrella-

~ gtick, a runner-retainer having a head with

inclined or wedge-shaped face, and a stem
bearing against one side of the stick and

508,828

having a heel engaging with an opening in 15
the other side of the stick, a longifudinally-
movable bar slotted for the reception of said

heel portion of the stem of said retainer and
adapted at its upper end to act upon said
wedge-shaped face of the head of the retainer. 20

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM W. TRIMPI.

Witnesses:
CHAS. B. DUNCAN,
WILLIAM O. GRADY.
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