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To all whom it may concern: o
Be it known that I, GEORGE 1. PHELPS, a |

~citizen of the United States, residing at West

T

to me, reference being had to the accom
Ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-

Pullman, in the county of Cook and State of

Illinois, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Coin-Controlled Letter-

Boxes; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of my invention iun its best form now known

fication. e | N
The object of my invention is to provide a
coin-controlled letter-box or system of boxes

which may be placed in hotels, stores, thea-

- ters, and other public places in which a patron

.I P

may, by placing a specified coin, preferably a
penny, in the slot, deposit and receive letters

or other small parcels in said box.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a system of letter-boxes. Fig. 2 is a

detail sectional eénd elevation on line 2 of Fig.
1, showing the locking mechanism of a single

- box with the outer plate of the lock removed.

25

- bart of Iig. 2, showing weight 22 replaced by |

Iig. 3 is a partial detail side elevation on line

5 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a modified view of a

~ a sSpring 23. - | | |
_Similar figures represent similar parts
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“ter-boxes, each box being numbered or let-

35

throughout the several views. o
In the drawings, 4 represents a series of let-

tered with a consecutive number or letter of

‘the alphabet, or a plurality of letters may be

placed on a box; 5, a suitable standard for

the same; 6, a writing-shelf; 7, hinges on
~which shelf 6 is adapted to swing up and
catch a clip 9; 8, chains supporting shelf 6;

J, a clip; 10, writing-paper; 11, conduit-tube

within the letter-box, the conduit being car-
- ried above the box and bent over, ending in

the slot 18, as shown, in order to prévent an

- instrument being inserted vertically in tube
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entering conduit 11 through its side; 22, a

- 11 and picking the lock; 12 to 15, inclusive,
flat conduit-tubes adapted to conduct a coin

from tube 11 in the letter-boxes to the cash-
box 16; 17, a box-cover hinged at 27, there
being a separate cover for each letter-box;

18, a slot in which coin is placed; 19, a stop:

20, apivot; 21,22, and 23, the arms of a lateh,
pivoted at 20, of which 21 is a lever-arm

pany-

'We'igﬁted arm,,and.u:% the latcﬁ-ﬂﬂn; 24, a

catch attached to the cover 17, into which
latch-arm 23 is adapted to lock; 25, a stop
attached to cover 17; 26, a spring, and 27
hinges. - | S o
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In operation a system of boxes arranged in

‘any convenient cabinet form, of which Fig. 1 -
18 an illustration, each box locked by the

mechanism shown in Fig. 2, or any other suit-

tel-office, theater, store, or other public place

| where persons are likely to meet by appoint-

ment. -When one of two persons who have

agreed to meet at the point where a box is
located finds he cannot keep his appointment,
‘he can release the clip 9, lower shelf 6 t0 the
Pposition shown, and write a note upon the
Ppaper 10 on the shelf, (or he can bring or send
his note already written,) and then, by depos-
1ting a coin in slot 18 of the proper lettered or
‘numbered box, unlock itand deposit hisletter
‘therein, where the other party may, later on,

by depositing another coin, again unlock the

the letter may be inserted through a slot in
the top of the box, should one be provided, in

which case only one coin would be required—

that deposited by the person desiring to re-
move the letter from the box. -

{ - The operation of the locking mechanism is
asfollows: When the boxis locked, the latch-
arm 25 18 in engagement with catch 24, and

the other two arms 21 and 22 of the latch are

in the position shown by the heavy lines in

Fig. 2. If, now, it is desired to unlock the

box, a coin is placed in the slot 18 and passes
down the conduit 11 until it strikes lever 21

and rocks the entire latch about pivot 20 un-
t1l 1t is stopped by the latch-arm 23 striking

‘agalnst stop 25. The box is now unlocked,
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_able coin-controlled lock, are placed in a ho-

._ > 75
‘box and obtain the letter. Itisevidentthat =

8o

8

the latch being held by the coin (dotted cir- ;

cle) in the position shown by the dotted lines
in Fig. 2. The operator nowraisesthe cover

17 of the box. Stop 25 is raised with it and

05

releaseslatch-arm 23,thusallowing the weight

of the coin to move lever 21 to the left suffi-
clently to allow the coin topassdown through

conduit 14 into the cash-box 16, from which

at the proper time it can be collected by the

owner, who holds the key. As soon as the
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coin passes lever 21 it is released, and the

weight of lever-arm 22 or a spring, as shown -



IO
~ duit, the

20
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in Fig. 4, causes the latch to assume the origi- |
nal posatmn ready to again lock the box when |
‘the cover is closed down
‘the Splmﬂ"' shown in Fig. 4mavbe substituted |
RERRREEE for the we whted lever arm: 22 WIth the same? |
SR What I claim, and desue to secure by Let--
"j;tersPatent 1S--—3?-----:
1. The box having, in combmatmn, the
cover admitting to its interior, the coin-con-
a pwoted lateh for locklnﬂ' said cover
o pl&ced within the wall and inaccessible from
~without, astop attached tosaid coveradapted
10 control said latch, and the arm reaching
~within said coin- coudmt said arm being bal—
. anced to maintaln loekmfr engagement mth;
~ the cover, except as aetua,ted by the coin,
~and yleldmo* under the weight of the coin
~ sufficiently to release the cover, substantmlly.
ja,s described. - _
2. Inacoin- eontrolled box in combmatlon i
| -Sthe cover admitting toits mtermr having at—f
- tached to itacatch and a stop, a pwoted la,teh .
. for locking said cover placed within the wall
© 25 of the box inaccessible from without and
~ adapted to swing between and engage with
- said catch a,nd stop, subs‘uantmlly as de- |
o isembed e
. 3. In a coin-controlied lettel box: in combl- |
nation, the cover admitting to its interior, a |
“cateh and a stop attached to said cover, a le- |
. ver pivotally connected between its ends to|
. ithe box and havingatone end a latchadapted | -

T
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to engage with sald c&tch and swing against =
-said stop, means for causing said latch toen-
It is evident that |

35
gage with said cateh, the other end of said
Tever adapted to enter. the side of a thin flat =~
200111 -conduit and under the wewht of a coin -
| in said conduit swing the latch end of said
lever against sald stop but still hold the coin
| in said eondmt said lower end of said lever
being further adapted to swing substantmlly R
out of said conduit and a,llow said eoin to.
pass through said conduit when the cover
andstopareremoved and the conduitadapted ¢
t0 conduet and eonﬁne‘rhe coin, substantlally .
as deseribed. R -

:4_-(?::::

4. Ina lettel-box the combmatmn of a box DR

;and its eover 17, a coin-conduit 11 having a
slot 18; the catch 24 and stop 25 a,ttached to 50
cover 17 stop 19; a latch pivoted at 20, con-
sisting of a lateh- arm 23 and a lever-arm 21
: iextendmw into conduit 11, and means for =
causing smd latch-arm 23 to engage Wlth smd L
icateh 24 for the purposes set forth. |
In a letter-box, the combination Gf a boz SRR
.fmd its cover 17, the coin-conduit 11havinga
t slot 18, the ca,teh 24 and stop 25 attached 130; R
cover 17 ‘the stop 19, and the latch consist- _
ing of the arms 21, 92 and 23, pwoted a,t 20, -
. for the pmposes set forth. o o
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