‘Patented Feb. 1, 1898.

A. PLAHN.
'ANIMAL TRAP.

No. 598,438

(No Model.)

AN

C e ,.
, o GO0 L o | 7 . =Tt
SRS S G R 0o . b7 gl =
...i_um..ﬂ% Y G N3 ,i\\_ WA MW
7

|

PHOTO-LITHD... WASHINGTON. D. C

AN LY Ban
SN ,.J:& N

| ,....__._ ...r..._,..,ﬁ _ - |
~T 0, v 1y Lo .__.“.. .....w .f. > ..,r__ ...ln.flt,\..., }H . | .
T :mm.m.ﬂrmu%%-ﬁfﬁmh / {\\u.mnmﬂﬂ”.. ﬁ.__ mv.m.myfgum N.w.r., ....m/ ,f/_v.. ‘. M_..,E..... uu._.., NMY
f .. L | .

S SIS > R PPV
SO Jw(w%w 2O \ 9 WA
B - r : ; ! .,
.,,.*.i...w,.../ E.v.,u/ﬁ N B : 3 \ IR ~ 3
Y i , Bl N\ . Jia \ _ o
ey CEEa SN Treoesiam i m
. ..” . 2 o - : i P : J __..lli.ﬂ._l.r.| R had
.._._.lf....-_._r—.FJf fuhcﬂh{ﬂhﬁﬁ@lhf A uv Y Q\ A.ff\k\ltﬁf.w.x\-..ﬁl .“\.‘JJ H__. .,_-I,”H - m
R A ! = P LT R A S Y
RRRYr: Ve = 2 M O LR AT —
ﬁ " .M - uf-w)...ll bR N ./.l.__.\ AR | — — e [
RSN | A Lg S NV D
g L x e SN :
.;*_Lu..u:..wuwb. n.
el T 113 NG £z
MTHli e Ry
N F
=




10

UNITED STATES F

ATENT OFFICE.

AUGUST PLAHYN, OF HOLSTEIN, I0W A.

ANIMAL-TRAP.

- SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No.. 598 438, dated Febm&ry 1 1898
' Application fled August 2, 1897. Serml No. 646,738, (No model.) -

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AUGUST PLAHN, a cltl--
zen of the United States residing at Holstem |
in the county of Ida Emd State of Tlowa, have

invented a new and useful Animal- Tla}p} of
which the following is a specification.

My object is fLuther and more Speelﬁcally

- to provide a trap of this class which will be

s

released upon a very slight movement of the

part that serves the funetlon of a trigger, and
when released will quicklykill the ammal by
strangulation and without injuring or break-

ing 1ts skin, and, further, to provide a device

~of th1s class that may be readily and quickly

20

set in position, which will not be dangerous to
the operator, and which may be easﬂy set.
My invention consists in certain details in

the construction, arrangement, and combina-
tion of the various par ts of the trap,whereby

- the "objects contemplated are attained, as
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- the reference-numeral 10 is used to 1udlcate .
shall call the
“body?” of the tlap and which may be made
Its front face is pref-.
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hereinafter morespecifically set for tll,pomted

out in my claims, and illustrated in the ac-

companying dl&Wilﬁl“‘S, in'which—
Figure 1 shows the entire device in per-

spectwe In position adjacent to a burrow or

hole. Fig. 2 shows a central transverse sec-
tion thromﬂl the body of the tr ap. S
Refelrmg to the accompanying dmwmﬂ’s

& wooden block, which I

of any desirable shape.
erably covered by a metal plate 11, and the
block is designed to be supported above the
ground sulf@ce adgacent to a burrow or hole
by meang of the wire 12, the central portion

of which engages the back of the block, and
then the sides thereof are passed in front of

the block 10, then under it, then upwardly

at its back, and finally downwmdly, and the |

ends are formed intothe sharpened points 13.

- Near the lower edﬂe of the block 10 and
metal plate 11 is a Vertleal slot 14, and 15in-.

dicates a metal plate, L.-shaped in cross- -sec-

~ tion, hinged at its lower end to the rod 16,

'ﬂhlch in tum is fixed tothe lower edge of the

bloclg_ 10. DBy thlS means the upwm (113T-pr0-'

vice may be packed into a

cate a bar havingits ends passed between the

parts of the wire 12 thatpass undertheblock |

| 10 and the under surface of the said block.
The object of thls invention is to provide

an animal-trap of simple, strong,durable, and.
inexpensive construction especmlly deswned'
to capture burrowing animals.

The central portion of this rod 17 engages the

said plate 15 and hence nor mally holds it in

powtwn .
-The reference- numeml 18 is used to mdl—

cate a rod having its ends fixed in the body

10 at about its centr al portion and having its
central portion to extend ACTOSS the smface
of the plate 11. | |

19 indicates the trigger pmpel whmh is
made of a single piece of wire doubled and

B 'Jeetmﬂ* part of the- plate 15 is made Gapable .
,Gf a slight vertical movement.
"The 1efel ence-numeral 17 is used tD indi-
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having near its central portion two loops 20
to enclrele the said rod 18, and the central

portion 21 of this trigger is designed to pro-

70

ject straight downwardly to a pomt near the

upper end of the slot 14. Assuming the cen-

tral portion 21 of the trigger to be in the po-
sition just described, the part of the trigger

above the said loops 90 is projected horizon-
tally outward from the plate 11 and then at
right angles in a horizontal plane A detent

75

22 eomposed of a metal plate, is hinged to

‘the rod 18 and is of such a length that its
lower end will overlap the slot li and will
stand in close proximity to the aforesaid. plate

15 when in a substantially vertical position.

30

It is obvious, however, that when the ends of .

the trigger are moved upwardly the central

‘portion of the trigger 21 Wlll engage the Sald |

plate 22 and elevate it.

The refer eneeanumeral 23 18 used ’Lo 1nd1-

'cate a flexible wire fixed at its one end to the
block 10, near the one end thereof, and the
central pmtwn of the said wire is passed

‘through the slot 14 between the plates 15 and
22 and is provided with a loop 24. A con-

tracting coil-spring 25 is fixed to the loop 24

at one end and to a stake 26 at its other end.

In practical use it is obvmus that this de-
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a comparatively

small space and may be freely handled when
not set without danger, inasmuch as thereare

no sharp or pomted parts connected there-
with. Assuming that it was desired to place

the device in pomtlon adjacent toa burrowor
| 'hole in the n‘lound I ﬁrst press the p01an 13
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into the ground adjacent to the burrow. I

IO
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then draw the wire 23 through the slot 14 far

‘enough to completely encircle the burrow. 1

then press the plate 22 downwardly until the

wire is gripped between the plates 15 and 22.

Then the spring 25 is extended and the stake
20 pressed into the ground to hold the spring
25 in its extended position and to apply a con-
siderable tension to the wire 23. The hori-
zontal part of the trigger 19 will then stand
in position immediately over the burrow, and

the wires of the trigger may, if desired, be |

covered in any suitable way. It is obvious
that should an animal in the burrow attempt
to pass out of its end he must first move the
trigger 19 aside, and when he presses upon
the same the trigger will be elevated and the
plate 22 will be moved forwardly. 'This ob-
viously will release the wire 23, and the spring
256 will immediately draw the wire through
the slot 14, and as the wire previously encir-
cled the animal’s body the animal will be
drawn up close to the plate 11 and quickly
strangled by the pressure of the spring 25.
Having thus described the trap, what 1

¢laim’ as new therein, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent of the United States therefor,
18— |

1. An animal-trap, comprising a body hav-
ing an opening extending therethrough, a
plate at the bottom of the opening in the
body,a trigger pivoted to the face of the body
above the said opening and having a down-
wardly-projecting portion to extend to-a point
near the said opening, and having an out-

wardly-extending portion to be engaged by |-

- the animal, a metal plate hinged at its upper

end and depending in front'of the trigger,
and havingits lower end extended in position
adjacent to the said plate at the lower end of
the opening in the body, and a wire fixed at
one end to the body and passed through the
opening in the body and between the said
plates, a spring fixed to its rear end, and a
stake at the end of the spring, all arranged
and combined to operate substantially in the
manner set forth and for the purposes stated.

2. An animal-trap, comprising a body por-
tion, having a slot extending therethrough, a
plate LL-shaped in cross-section hinged to the
under surface of the body to overlap the lower

portion of the said slot, means for exerting a

yielding pressure upon the said plate to hold
it upwardly, a trigger hinged near the cen-
tral portion of the body, and having a down-
wardly-projecting portion in position adja-
cent to the said slot, and an outwardly-ex-
tending portion to be engaged by the animal,
a plate hinged to the same support as the trig-
ger with its lower end extended in a position
adjacent to the aforesaid plate and in front
of the downwardly-extending portion of the
trigger, means for securing the said body in
position, a wire fixed to the body forming a
loop and extended through the said slot in
the body between said plates, a spring fixed
to the rear end of the wire, and a stake con-
nected with the said spring, all arranged and
combined to operate in the manner set forth

and for the purposes stated.
AUGUST PLAHN.

Witnesses:
H. SCHNECKLOTH,
R. P. WHEATLEY.
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