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To all whom it WAy CONCern:

- Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM H-. GR.IF.FIN;.

- of Hawthorne, in the county of Passaic and

I0
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- tion in section.
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State of New Jersey, have invented a new and

Improved Writing-Tablet, of which the fol-

lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

My Invention relates to an improved device
paper for use

adapted to Irold loose sheets of
as a writing-tablet.

It consists, essentially, of a board or back-
ing having mounted upon one end thereof a
spring-held bar which is adapted to clamp the
paper upon one surface of the backing and
near the end thereof and which may be raised
and held in a raised position by the action of
the spring. I | .
Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification,

in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a top plan view of my device.
Fig. 2 is a similar view with the upper por-.
Fig. 3is an end view in sec-
tlon at one corner to show the pivot and the
~eccentric projection upon the end thereof;
and Kig.-4 is a side view of the upper end of
- the device, showing the sheets of paper in Po--

sitiomn. | |

~_The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and cheap device for use where it is
desired to use tablets, more particularly for
use 1n school-rooms as a substitute for slates.

For the latter use in particular my device has.
many sanitary advantages over the ordinary

slate which will commend its use. .
1t consists of a board or othersuitable back-

ing A, which at its upper end is bound by a
metal plate B. This plate extends across the

~ upper end of the backing and is bent over so
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as to inclose the side and end edge near the
corners. ‘I'he upper corners of the board A
are cut away or recessed, as shown at F in
Kig. 2. Upon the upper end of the board A

- is placed a plate or bar D, the ends d of which

are bent down into the recess F. Thisbaris

made of spring metal and is adapted to enter

beneath the end of the clamping-bar and press
the same outward against the surface b of the

plate B. The clamping-bar consists of a wire
C, having its ends E bent parallel with the

-side of the board A and then again bent so as to
form a pivot e, parallel with the bar C. ~This

--Pi,VOt- e passes -thfough -the' flat portion O‘f the

plate B, which embraces the side edge of the

board A. The extreme end ortip of the pivot
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e 1S bent to one side, as clearly shown in Fig.
3, forming an eccentric projection ¢/. This

‘eccentrie projection or short arm is engaged

by the ends d of the bar or plate D to be forced
out against the portion b of the plate B, and

18 thus adapted to hold the bar C down closely

_6¢._ B

upon the surface of the board A. If the bar -

C be raised, the eccentric projection ¢’ will

force back the spring portion d of the bar or =

plateD. When the bar Chas been sufficiently
‘raised, the eccentric projection e’ will pass by
the direct line of pressure of the spring por-

tions d, when the spring will hold the arm in
a raised position.. -~ -
. The board A, as shown in the drawings, is

provided with a slot or depression ¢, extend- -

ing across its upper end at the point where

the bar C contacts therewith. Thesheets of

paper represented by G in Fig. 4 are inserted

beneath the bar C when in its raised position.
“I'he bar is then brought down and held se-
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curely upon the sheets G by the action of the -

springs d upon the eccentric projection é'.

1'his depression serves to hold the sheets a
little more securely than would be done bya

flat or plane surface. It may, however, be
dispensed with and the strength of the springs
d be made such as to hold the bar Cdown with
all the force required. T -

'The details in the construction of my de-.
vice may be varied in many points without
| departing from my invention.

the portion of the plate B which acts as a

binding for the edges and corners of the board

may be separated from the portion placed
upon the flat surface thereof. The spring
parts d of the plate D may also be made in-
dependently of each other and the plate D,

which may be used as a binding for the end
surface of the tablet. |

‘Having thus described my invention,' I

claim as new and desire te secure by Letters

Patent-;—-— | _- | '
1. A writing-tablet, comprising a back, a
clamping-bar extending across the upper face

thereof having its ends bent at right angles

and embracing thesides of the back, and then
recurved Inwardly to form pivots, ececentric
projections upon the inner ends of the piv-

'8'0-

For instance, -
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- plate forming the corner edges, a cl&mpmw--

ots, and a spring engaging said ploJectlons

to hold the bar elther upon the face of the
tablet or raised, substantially as described.
2. Awriling- tablet comprising a back hav-

ing its upper corners cut away or recessed, a

bar extendmn‘ across the face ;]ust below the

top, and bent at the ends so as to pivot in the |

- corner-plates and having its tips projecting

IO

into the corner-recess and eccentric of the

pivot; and a spring-bar extending across the |

~upper end edge and having its ends engag-

15

ing the inner sides of the ends of the said

pivots, substantially as described.

3. A writing-tablet, comprising a back hav-

ing 1ts upper end cut away or recessed at the |

o ' - . 598,368

sides and having a groove across its face

adapted to receive a clamping-bar, a plate
forming the corner edges, a clamping-bar ex-

‘tending across the face just below the top

20

and bent at the ends so as to pivot in the cor-

ner-plates, and having its tips projecting into

‘the corner-recess and eccentric of the pivots,
and a spring-bar extending across the upper

end or edge of the tablet and having its ends

engaging the inner sides of the ends of the

smd pwots substantmlly as described.

~ WILLIAM H. GRIFFIN
Witnesses: .

- JNO. M. RITTER,

~ALFRED LURCOTT.
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