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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, FrRaNK H. IOPLER, a
citizen of the United States residing at Phila-
delphia, in the county of Pluladelphla and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain

new and usefulImprovements inWire Fences,

of which the following is a specification.

consists,substantially, in such featur es of con-

str uetmn arrangement, and combinations of
parts as W111 her emaftel be more pfmrtlculally 1
“desecribed. |

In the construction of a great many forms |
of wire fences as heretofore dev1sed consider-
~able difficulty is experienced in maintaining

the posts in a secure upright position, and in
a large number of 111@113&11(363 it 1s absolutely
essentml to employ some form-of brace .for
the posts'in order that the fence may stand.

Sometimes, even though braces are employed |

for the posts, the latter very soon become

fect to either break the wires
or cause the same to sag. Obviously the em-
ployment of braces for the intermediate posts
of a wire fence not only adds very largely to

- the cost of the fence, but also consumes more
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time in erecting the same and, perhaps, may

require the asmstance of expel lenced help.
The object of the present invention is to

provide a wire fence in which the posts are

~ held or maintained in an upright position
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~without the use of braces therefor, substan-

tially as will hereinafter more fully appear

‘when taken in connection with the accom-

panying drawings, in which—
I‘Jﬂ*ule 1isa s:u:le view of a wire fenee when

constl ucted and arranged in accordance with.
Fig. 21is a top or plan view.

my invention.
I'ig. 3is a view in perspective of a section of

'fence and representing more clearly the man-
~ ner in which the Dosts are locked or held in

R

pos1t1011 by the top wires. Fig, 4 is a salde,
view of a modified form of post
In carrying my invention into effect I pro-

' vide at the end of the fence any suitable form
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of post 1, which may or may not be provided
‘with blaces, but ‘which, however, is firmly

held in position, and to such post ‘rhe ends of
the wires 3 are fasteued or seemed in :;my

' p1 éfer 16(:1

:—'Ly

At suitable intervals 'apmtl

in the line of fence are arran oged the interme- .

diate posts 4, which, as will be obser ved, are

each formed with openings 5, spaeed apart,

respond.

and through these openings the wires 3 of the
The said posts 4 may either
1 be constructed 101111(1 square, or other suit-

This invention 161&13438 to certain new and |
useful improvements in wire fences; and it

fence are. passed

able shape in cross- seetmn but preferably I
make them as thin as pr acticable and flat, by
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which great numbers of the same can be man-

ufaetul ed in a short space of time either from
wood or metal. LikewiseImay employ either
lat or round wires for the fence, in which
event the openings 5 would be shaped to cor-
I prefer the use of round wires,

“however, and ther efore the said: openings are

shown to be round in form.

In order to dis-
| pense with braces for the said posts 4, I con-
nect them and interlock them towethel in.
such manner as to be securely held in an up-
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right position and at the same time be capable .

.jof withstanding a great amount of strain.
While I may 1e501t to a great many construe-
{ tions for this purpose, I preferably form the

‘upper ends of the postssoas to receive through |
them duplicate top wires 8, which extend

throughout theline of fencmg, and which are

'WIapped_or passed-around the posts in oppo-

-,Slte directions.

Thus, as will be seen in Fig.

3, in addition to the openings 5 for the pas-
sage of the wires 3 T form in the posts at or
near their upper ends two openings 4, and
through these openings the top wires 8 are
passed One of the said wires is then turned

‘to the right at 10 and drawn up tightly and

passed a,ll the way around the post, while the
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other one of said wires is turned to the left at -

11 and also drawn up very tightly and passed -

all the way around the post in the opposite

direction, the two wires being then together
drawn taut and passed thr ouﬂ*h the openings

9 of the mnext succeeding post and passed

around such post in like manner, and so on
throughout the entire length of the fence. In
this way it will be seen that the posts 4 are

substantially interlocked with each other and.
It is

that a very strong fence is obtained.

-obvious that mstead of employing two open-

ings 9 in each post I may only use a single

o
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opening and pass both top wires through and .
_wmp them mound the posts in opnosme d1-' |
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- formed into several spirals or loops 23 to per- |
mit of a sufficient yielding action between the
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rections, as already explained. As a con-
venient construction 1 sometimes resort to
such as is shown in Fig. 4, wherein I form the
post with a short transverse opening 15, com-
municating with a slit 16, leading downwardly
from the upper edge of the post. With this
construction I am enabled to slip the top wires
in place more conveniently, while still hold-
ing the same taut, and then effect the wr ap-
ping of sald wires around the posts.

Variousothermeanscould beemployed with
equal results, and it is of course understood
that I do not limit myself to the particular
details herein selected for the purposes of
1llustration.

In order to lend strength to the structure

throughout, as well as to allow for expansion

and contraction of the top wires due to ther-
mal changes, I prefer in some instances to
impart to said top wires one or more twists

‘between posts—such, for instance, as indi-

cated-at 17. DBy so twisting these wires loops
18 are formed which are sufficient to allow
forthe lengthening or shortening of the wires.
These twists and loops may be formed by the
use of any suitable tools or implements for
the purpose. Instead of sotwisting the wires
the same provision for expansion and con-
traction is had by simply forming bends or
kinks therein, such as 18 shown at 20 1n con-
nection with the wires 3.

To prevent spreading or sagging of both

the top wires 8§ as well as the wires 3, I join

them together at one or more points between
posts by means of stay-wires 22, which are

wires whenstrainisencountered. Thesestay-

wires are slipped on over the wires as the

fence is being erected, and they are fastened
to the said wires 3 and 8 in any suitable man-
ner, such as by clenching with a suitable in-
strument. In some instances by clenching
‘these parts together as suggested the shmt
bend necessar 11y then imparted to the wires

depending upon the corner or end posts.

wrapped around the s

3 and 8 will be amply sufficient to allow for
expansion and contraction; but preferably I
resort to the constructions already described
for the purpose.

From the foregoingit will be seen that the

top wires fir mly maintain the posts in place

and that each intermediate post lends its tull
support to strengthening the fence without

said posts are substantially interlocked with
each other, and they assist each other and
mutually contribute in maintaining the 1in-
tegrity of the entire fence.

Without limiting myself to the precise de-
tails shown and descnbed I claim—

1. A wire fence comprising the posts and
fence-wires,and twotop wires passing through
the posts and interlocked therewith by being
same in opposite direc-
tions, substantially as described.

2. A wire fence comprising the posts and
fence-wires,and two top wires passing through
parallel openings in the posts and interlocked
with the latter by being wrapped around the
posts in opposite dnectlona, substantially as
described.

3. A wire fence eompusmn* the posts pro-
vided at or near the top with two parallel
openings 9 occupying substantially the same
horizontal plane, and body-openings 5 ar-
ranged one above the other, the wires 3 pass-
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ing through said latter openings, and two top

wires 8 passing through said openings 9 and
wrapped around the posts in opposite direc-
tionsand interlocked therewith, and the stay-

wires, the whole being constr ucted and ar-

ranged, substantially as a,ncl for the purpose

described.
In testimony whereof I have swned my

‘name to this specification in Lhe presence of

two subscribing witnesses.
FRANK . IIOPLTR

Wltnesqes
BERTHA K. BENTLEY

EMiLy I1. BEATTY.
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