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. SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 508,017, dated January 25, 1898,
' Application filed May 12, 1897, Serial No. 636,262, (No model.} o

To all whonv it ?Tmy CONCEerTL:
Be it known that I, ELMER J. SELLERS, ot

Kutztown, in the county of Berks and State

IO

of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
Improved Hitching-Post, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exaet deseription.
My invention relates to an improvement in
hitching-posts of that character which when
not in use are dropped into chambers or re-
cesses located below the level of the ground
and may be raised from said chambers or re
cesses when required for use. " -
Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in both figures.
Figure 1 is a vertical seection through the

~ device, and Fig. 2 is a horizontal section upon

20

the line 2 2 of Fig. 1, _
The object of my invention is to provide a

hitehing-post which may be dropped below

~ the surface of the ground when not in use

30

structed of a metal pipe.

35

40

and which may be conveniently elevated when

its service is desired. | :

Another object is to construct the post in

‘such a manner that the partial elevation of

the post will be automatically accomplished
by depressing or otherwise operating a trig-
ger or cateh, so as to make it unnecessary to
stoop entirely to the ground in order to reach
the post. | | |

The caging
depressed position, I have shown as con-

ientand simple form of construetion,although
any suitable casing may be used instead.

‘The caging is provided with a block A’ at its

lower end and with guiding and supporting
plates A?and A3, onelocated a short distance
below its upper end and the other at the up-

per end of the casing. The casing may also-

be provided with a box C, somewhat enlarged
and terminating at the upper end of the cas-
ing. Thisboxandthecasingare plantedinthe
ground so that the upper edge of the box pro-
jects slightly above the surface or is practi-

cally level with the surface, as the circum-

- stances may require. |

5o

L

The box C is provided with a cover C/,
hinged at C? and having an arm C° project-
ing beyond the hinge. By pressing upon the

arm C? with the foot the cover will be raised

This is a conven-

A, which receives the postinits |

il

lower end of the casing.

| and thrown back o a point where 1t will re-

main raised. This eover prevents the rain

| from getting inside the casing and rusting

the post, so as to make it an undesirable ob-
ject to handle.
pressed position, the cover C’is to remain

down, and as it entirely covers the box C the

rain cannot get inside the casing.
" The post B is preferably made of an iron
pipe and is.provided at its lower end with a

 projecting collar b. The guiding and sup-

porting plates A? and A® have circular open-
ings adapted to fit closely about the post, but
permitting the same to slide freely therein.
The lower one, A% in addition has an open-
ing o extending to one side and recelving
the locking bar or catch H and the rod G, by

which the post is released. The plate A®is

also provided with an opening through which
thebar G may pass. This bar G extends from

the box C along one side of the casing A
through the opening in the plate A° and

through a guiding-staple g, located near the
The lower end G
of the bar G is offsef, so as to engage the up-
per end of the locking-catch F, pivoted atits
lower end to the block A’, which closes the
lower end of the casing. Sald catch 1s pro-
vided with a noteh or projecting tooth f,
adapted to engage the upper side of the col-
lar b around the lower end of the post.

The upper end of the catch I is bent to one
side, having a cam-surface f’, which may be
engaged by the offset end G’ of the rod G, so

that a depression of the rod G will throw the

catch I back, so as to free the collar 0.
- Thebar H is adapted tolock the post In 1ts
upper position and is pivoted to the lower side

of the plate A% which closes the upper end

of the casing A. This bar I extends through

‘theslot o in the plate A®and is provided with
a projecting cateh i upon its lower end, so
| located as to engage the lowerside of the col-
lar b when the post is raised to.1ts upper po-

sition. The collar b will engage the lower
side of the plate A?and prevent the post from
being raised higher than such point. - ‘The
end of the bar H below the cateh i is also
sloped, so that the bar will be forced outward
by the collar b when it is raised. When the
post B has been raised so that the catch A
engages the under side of the collar b, 1t will
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When the post is in 1is de-
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justed that it will raise the post about eight- |

een Inches above the surface of the ‘TIOIlIld

1t might, however, be adjusted so as to raise

the poqt even a gr e&tel distance. The upper

end of the post will then be where it may be

casily reached without stooping to the ground
and may be easﬂy raised the rest-of its helﬂ‘ht
When the post is released from its upper po-
sition, it drops within the casing. Thespring
and the length of the casing may be so ad-
justed that the weight of the post will de-
press the spring enouﬂ*h so that the collar b
will just engage under the cateh F and the
post be held 1 its depressed position. In
case 1t will not do this the post may be easily
depressed, either by hand or foot, until the
collaris caught and held by the catch ¥. The

casing box and post may be placed just within .

the cmb and so that the box C is flush with
the pavement or projecting slightly above it.

The post may be elevated to a position
where 1t is easily accessible by hand without
stooping to the pavement. It is also thor-
oughly protected from the weather, and its
parts are not liable to become rusty and thus
make it disagreeable to handle.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

- Patent—

6. A hitching-post, comprising a sunken

| casing, supporting-guides: therein, a hollow
post:slidable 1n said guides, catches for re-
‘taining the post in its raised and depressed

pocsltmns means for freeing sald catches, a
spiral spring within the hollow of the post,
acting to raise the post when released from
its deplessed position, and a guide fixed to
the bottom of the casing and within the coils
of said spring, sub.stantml]y as described.

7. A hitehing device, comprising a sunken

casing, a post slidable therein, catches for

locking the post both in its raised and de-
pressed positions, and a bar adapted to oper-

ate both catches to release the post, substan- :

tially as described.
8. A hitching device, comprising a sunken

casing, a post slidable therein, catches for

locking the post both in its raised and de-

‘pressed positions, and a vertical bar within

the casing adapted,when depressed, to engage
both catches to fr ee the post, and a spring for
raising the post, substantially as described.

- 9. A hitching - post, comprising a sunken
casing, a hollow post slidable therein, catches
for locking the post both in its raised and de-
pressed .positions, a vertical bar within the
casing adapted, when depressed, to release

| both catches, and a spiral spring within said

""" 2 598,017
SEEEEEREEREER RS F .be;_hald; in this 3péos’1t1011_ lm;tll the bar H is| o 1- Ina hitching-post, the c,c;mbumtmnwlth RN
~ drawn backward. This is accomplished by | a sunken or embedded tube, of a post slid- =
. meansof anarm g, attached to the rod G. | able in said tube, means acting on said post 70
R ﬁThLS arm extends about the inner surface of | to nor mally raise it in the tube and means
SEREEEREEEEE PR RE RS NE 5 the arm II and engages the lower sloping por- | for positively locking the: post both in its
. tion of the arm to force the same backward | raised and: depressed posmons bubsta,ntmllyi SERRRREY
o i when thedelsdepressed - -’I‘-h:ﬂ.spmltmnr as deseribed. i n i
R _1;s_;shown_ by dotted lines in. ]:"1'5"»". Too 2, In-&hlt-ehinﬂ#past | the commmtmnmth 75 |
. 'The catches F and-: % are held toward: the; - a sunken or embedded casing, of a postslid- =
S R LI?C?' post: by springs F'and H'. . 'The rod G is ele-: able in said casimg,'m;eauzs for positivelylock- =
o vated by _means_of a spring I, located above | ing the post both in its raised and depressed = = =
... ... theplate A’ and within the.b(}x. C. The up- épOSltmns ~and releasing means common ' to
. perendof the rod G is provided with a but- | both of said locking meaus substantially as 8o
-;:;2;3;25?éiii%iiiii“éf"bOIl_Ol :h;eapd.Gz.,'&wamcstwhmh the Spilmﬂ"'I' -i'd?esembedi-?--:-:-;-i';';';';*‘-‘-‘-'-r-r:r::::f;f;gz:;;;;;;
SRR R RS N R . i presses and upon which the foot may beplaced | 8. 'Illfafhltfehmgpt)?st the combinationwith
... todepress the rod G and release the catches.: ;:—ELIL embeddedoasm@ ortube, and guides with-
.+ .. Theupperend of the post B is provided |in said tube, of a post slidablein said guides, = .
o withoa rmﬂ‘fR to which the halter may be fas- | means acting on said post to normally raise it 85
. tened. W 1t3h1_n the hollow of the post Biis a | in the tube, means for positively locking the
o200 plmilmmled spring K, which should be of | postiin its 1mifél position, and means extend--
...t considerable length in QOI:'d:eli that it may raise | ing to the surface for releasing it at will,sub- =
.. ... .. the post to some distance. This spring is gésta,ntmllyasdeserlbed5:_%;%a%z%:f:5;5:;:-:-;i:fiéi%“'“*
S R ;Pfeielﬂebly attached at its upper end to the | 4.: A hitching device, comprising a sunken go
. postandis left free or unattached at its lower | casing, supporting- ﬂ'mdes- within the casing, @
.. 25 end. Thisconstruction, however, may bere- | a post slidable in _smd guides, means forlock- = =
SRR SR R R RN R z‘ﬁ@lSEd_ although: that given is preferred. | ing the post in both its raised and lowered = ' @
. Within the central opening in the spiral | §posltwnsj and a: spring for rdising the post == =
. springisplaced arod D, which is attached at | when released from its. depressed position, g5 =
0o 1ts lower end. tO.‘_iJheblO_GkA’ This rod D éésubstantlaﬂyasf{eb%c'ubed»-=:=:?:?z?:j:j:jffff}-}-}*-'
11 30 acts as a guide for that pmtmnozfthe Sprmﬁ‘ 5. A ‘hitching-post, comprising: a sunken i .
. which is OlltSlde the_post and prevents 1{18 | ;cfasmcf adapted to receivea post, supporting- =
buckhng ?;crmdestherem ahollow;mstshdablemsmd
i The Spllﬂ“'_ ElS _m&deof f.such_ a 1;ewth ;and f éﬂ‘uldes catches for retaining the post both in 100
SRR R N R Strfenﬂ‘th that it exerts _a_conmdelable lifting | 1ts rmseéd and depressed: positions, means for =
. 35 force upon thﬂPOSﬁ when in.its lowermost or | freeing said catches, and a spiralspring with- @
7 locked position. Asa consequence when the | in the ‘hollow of the post, acting to raise the =
catch I is released the spring will be expand- | post when released from its: deprﬂssed posi-
ed. The spring prefel ably should be soad- | tion, substantially as described. 105
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post acting to raise the same when released

 From the depressed posmen substantially as
| raise it from 1ts depressed position when the

- deseribed.

10, A hitching dewce, comprising a sunken
casing, supportmﬂ*—ﬂ*mdeq therein, a post slid-
able 1in said guides and having a projecting

 ring about its lower end, a spring-held catch

10

engaging the upper side of said ring when the
.post 1S depressed a spring-held emch engag-
tng the bottom of the post when elevated a

@ertmal bar engaging said catches to release

- them when depressed, and a spring for raising

sald bar, substantially as desecribed.
11, A hltehmﬂ device, comprising asunken
casing, supportmmomdes therein, a postslid-
able in said guides and having a projecting

ring about its lower end, a spring-held cateh |

- engaging the upper side of said ring when the

post is depressed, a spring-held catch engag-
ing the bottom of the post when elevated, a
vertical bar engaging said catches to release

- them when depressed, aspring for raising said

i
* .

)

bar, and a spring within the post, acting to

| lower catch is released, substantlally as de-

sceribed,

12. A h1t{3h1nn* device, comprising a sunken |

casing, a post shdable therein, catches for
locking the postin its elevated and depressed
positions, and a spring adapted to check the

‘post when dropped and to partially raise 1t
‘when released, substantially as described.

13. A hitehing device, comprising a sunken

casing, a post slidable therein, eatches for

25.

30

holding the post depressed, and a spring act- 35

ing upon the post to raise it when released,
sub&,mntlally as desecribed.
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