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Zo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MANUEL C. MASON, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of

Fleeger, in the county of Butler and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certainnewand |
useful Improvements in Automatic Gates;

“and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

I1G

such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make.and use the

- same, reference being had to the accompa-

nying drawings, and to letters of reference

 marked thereon, which form a part of this
- specification. -

tion shown in dotted lines.

- Figurelof the drawingsis a representation
of a side view of gate as applied, raised posi-
Fig. 2 illustrates
postDindetail. Fig. 3illustratesthe weight-

" boxin detail. Fig.4 showscastings E, F, and
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A, and the purpose of which will be presently |
deseribed. '

post.

G indetail. Fig. 5isa top plan view of post
A, its arms K, and bars L. Fig. 6 shows in
detail the manner of seating post A in sill.

This invention is designed to provide an
improved farm-gate of that class which may

be opened and closed without dismounting
from the horse or vehicle; and it consists in

~ the novel construction and combination of
parts,all as hereinafter deseribed,and pointed

out in the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, |

the letter A designates an upright post which

is extended toa considerable height above the

oate proper,(designated by theletter B.) This
post may be set into the ground or supported
in any other suitable manner. I prefer, how-
ever, to provide a sill C, which exfends un-
derneath the gate and is provided with a cast-

ing ¢, into which the lower end of the post
is serewed. Such casting serves to prevent

water from collecting around the base of the
Just above the casting the post has a
forward offset or bend, such as indicated at

D designates the short p'i:)st at the opposite
side of the gate. This post is preferably of

"metal and hollow, as shown, with a slot d in
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one side toreceive the end portion of the gate
when the latter is closed. Its upper end is
forked or flared, as indicated at d', to form a

- seat for the forwardly-extended upper bar of

thegate. Thispostisalsopreferably serewed

| into a casting, such as indicated at D/,

and
which is secured to the sill €. .
- The gate B is composed of a series of par-
allel longitudinal bars b, which are connected
by means of a number of vertical bars 0', to
which they are pivotally or loosely secured to
permit a parallel folding action of the gate.
The lower longitudinal bar is extended be-
vond the rear ends of the intermediate bars
and is provided with a casting K, having a lug
e, which fits and is pivoted between the lugs
fof a casting F, secured to the sill C. - G 18
a cap which is placed over the casting K and
which is fastened to it by means of the pin or
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pivot g, which connects the two castings I

and F. The upper longitudinal bar of the

oate is also extended rearwardly and to a

t pointin rear of the pivot g and within a short

distance of the post A, and secured to this
extension by a set-serew n is a hollow weight-

7C

box H,in which a sufficient number of small

weights may be placed to balance the gate to
the desired extent. Theopening in sald box
is closed by a plate H', which is secured by
serews or otherwise after the weights have
been adjusted. Secured to said box 1s a
slotted arm or loop I, which loosely embraces
the post A and is designed to slide thereon.
KK are arms which are secured to the up-
per end portion of the post A, from whiech
they extend laterally and forwardly in 0ppo-
site directions. = -

L. I are bars which are loosely suspended
from the outer ends of the respective arms
K K, and M M are pull-cords or thelr equiv-
alents, which are connected to and depend
from the outer endsof the respective bars L L.

N N are cords or their equivalents or other
snitable connecting devices, which extend
from the inner ends of the respective bars L L
to the upper rear portion of the gate, to which
they are connected at P. | -

The operation of the gate is as follows: A
downward pull upon either one of the pull-
cords or their equivalents M M causes the
front end portion of the gate to be lifted or
raised sufficiently on the pivot g as a center
to clear the short post D. The gate is lifted
and folded back against the post A, as shown
in Fig. 1, the slotted arm or loop I sliding
downward upon the said post. When the

1 gate comes to its full epened position, as
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shown in said figure, the said arm or loop I
‘becomes eng&wed with the forwardly offset
or bent portion at A’, which causes the gate |

to be thrown and held sufﬁcl_ently back of 1ts

center of gravity to prevent its accidental
To close the gate, a slight pull upon
either of the rods M raises it sufﬁclently to-

closure.

- disengage the arm or loop I from the bent

- with a ﬂ*asket or bufl

| portlon A’ and permits the gate to return to
1ts closed position.
- of the upper gate- bar i 18 preferably prowded
‘er R to protect it in clos-
ing, as 113 dwps 111130 the fmk or seat d" of the-;

The fm ward extension

short post D..

_ If the box H is pmper]y Wemhted but ver y
7 little power 1s required to 0perate the gate,:
- as it will be. readlly seen thatit may be very |
- nearly balanced. At the same time suffi-

~ clentforceis required at the beginning of the
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operation to prevent its bemn' onened byﬁ

- stock or aemdentaﬂy

- The gate can be opened or elosed from the-
| -appro&ch at each side without the necessity |
for dismounting from the horse or vehicle.
Having thus descubed myinvention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure 'by Let--
| casting secured thereto a sh01t distance in

- ters Patent, is—

1. The combmatwn mth a Jomted verm—

o : :.03:1137 -folding gate having upper and lower:
- 30
. being pivoted at a pomt in rear of the gate

rearward extensions, the qa,ld lower extension

proper, of a weight-box earried by the upper

o extension to th(, rear of the pivotal point of
- the lower extension, a post, and a slotted arm
orloop secured tosaid welght-box and loosely
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engaging the said post, towether with operat-
Ing devices, substantially as specified.

2 The eombmatmn with a jointed wverti-
cally-folding gate having upper and lower
rearward extensmns the sald lower extension

being pivoted at a pmnt in rear of the gate

proper, of a weight-box carried by the upper
extension to the rear of the pivotal point of

the said lower extension, a post having a for-

wardly-bent or offset pmtwn near 1ts base,

and a slotted arm or loop carried by sald up-

per extension and slidingly engaging the Sald

‘post, substantially as specifi ed

3. The combination with a vertically-swing-
ing parallel folding gate having its lower bar
extended and pwoted at a pomt in rear of

‘the gate proper, and its upper bar also ex- |
tended and provided with a weight, of a high ;

597,995

| post to the rear of the pivotal point of said =
lower bar and formed with a for wardly-bent
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or offset portion near its base, and a slotted

'set portwn and with the weight to hold

arm or loop connected to the extension of the
upper bar and shdmﬂ‘ly engaging said post
and operating in conneetmn with said bent

or O :6;’:;-'{ |

the gate in its full- 0pened pomtwn substa,n-

.tlallv as specified.
" 4."The combination Wlth the Jomted verti-
cally-folding gate having its lower bar ex-
tended and pivoted at a pomt in rear of the

gate proper, and its upper bar also extended

rearwardly and adjustably weighted, of the

high post in rear of the point of the pwot of
.the said lower-bar extension and for med near
its base with a forward bend or offset, a slot- |
ted arm or loop secured to the exten&:wn of

the upper bar and loosely engaging said post,
the slofted short post into whmh the forward

end of the gate closes, and means for Opemt- |
'-1nb the ﬂ*ate substantially as spemf ed.

75

5. The combmatwn with the sill, the 5l1ort o

:ihollow slotted post secured to one end por- |

tion thereof; the high post secured to the op-

posite end portmn thereof, and the pivot-

front of the high post, of the jointed verti- -
cally-folding gate having an extension at its -
lower portwn which is pwotally connected
-with the said casting, and upper weighted
| extension, a slotted arm or loop seeuled to

the last-named extension and loosely engag-

the said high post, substantially as specified.

6. The combma,tlon with a post having a
bent or offset portion near its base, of a fold-
ing gate provided with a lower rearward ex-
tension which is pivoted at a point a short
distance in front of said post and with an
upper rearward extension provided with a

weight and with a slotted arm or loop which

Shdmﬂly engages the smd post, substantially
as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of witnesses.

MANUEL C. MAS ON.

Witnesses:
L. P. WALKER,
SAMUEL BEIGHLEY,
PERRY C. HORKLESS.

Ing said high post, and the pull-rods and op-
| eratmn‘ connections suspended from arms of
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