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SPECIFICATION fmming part of Letters Patent No. 597,899, dated January <5, 1898.
ﬂpplicatin_:m filed January 20, 1897 : Se_rial No. 619,920, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, OSCAR S. I‘OSTDRj of

Utiea, in the county of Oneida and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Beds; and 1 do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the mvention wluch

~will enable others skilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had tothe accompanying draw-
ines, and to the numerals and letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form part of thlS
specification. -
Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a cor-
ner Of a bed-frame or cot embodying my im-
provements. Tig. 2showsaperspective view,

~ from the 0111:51{19 of a modified form of con-
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struetion.
corner of a becl—fl*mae of the construction

shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 shows a plan view of
a construction as shown in Kig. 3. Fig.
shows an end view, from the inner side, of the
cross-bar of the frame in open or extended
position. Kig. 6 shows in the same manner

“thesame construction in folded posri;mn Fig.

7 shows in the same manner as Fig. detmls
{}f a modified form of eonstmctmn ¥ig. 8
shows other details relating to the same mech-

fied form ‘of construction.
Referring tothe referencenum erals a.nd let-

ters in a more particular description, 1 indi-
cates the side rail, and 2 the eross-bar or end

- rail, of a bed or bed-frame adapted to support
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a fabric 3, of woven wire or othersuitable con-
The end of the woven wire 1s se-

struction.
cured between the body portion 2 of the cross-
bar and the cleat 2*, which in a sense forms &
portion of the end or cross bar.
the cross-bar to the side rail there is pro-
vided a fastener 4, which is secured to the
side rail by bolts, as shown, or other suitable
means are provided, with £wo0 perforated ears

4* and 4°, similar to the knuckles of a hinge,

which Mtendsubsmntiall y at right anglest{}

the side rail and project, when the fasteneris

on the side rail, to a point somewhat above

the plane of the upper side of the side rail

and to a pointinside of the plane of the outer
sidle of the side rail. The ears 4* and 4" are
adapted to receive the end of the cross-bar 2,

e

fastener.

Fig. 3 shows a side elevation of a -

For securing

‘the fastener.

with its slat or batten 2%, between them, and
is hinged thereto by a bolt 5, passing thmugh
the end% of the cross-bar and the ears of the
This arrangement forms g hinged
joint between the cross-bar and side rails, so
that the side raills ean be swung inwardly
from the position shown in KFigs. 1 3, 4, and
5 to the folded position shmﬂl n I‘l{r 6 in

‘which position the mattress or bed asa whole

will not occupy a much greater thickness
than the thickness of the GIOSS*bal and the
fabric. This forms a most compactly-folding
bed which is convenient for shipping or stm -
ing and without ob;jectmnable projections.
I‘m:' securing the bed in open position, so
that 1t will not accidentally fold up, there is

provided a hook-brace 6, pivoted to the end

or cross bar at 6® and havmn a hooked end 6P,

adapted to enter a hole or opening in the end

of the side rail 1. This hook may be pro-
vided with a convolution 6°, furnishing elas-
ticity, sothatthe hooked end 6 may ber eadﬂy
placed or displaced from the hole in the end
of theside rail. When the hook-brace i1s not
in use, it may be turned around into the plane
of the bed-frame, as shown in Fig. 6. The
outward-swinging movemenf of the side rail
is limited by a shoulder of the fastener at ¢
striking against the end of the cross-bar.
This bed-frame is 1eadily formed into a cot

by providing short legs 7, which may be in-

serted in a socket or hole in the lower side of
the end of the side rails, one leg at each cor-
ner of the frame, and these legs fold with the
side rall, as appem*s in Fig. 6.

In the modified form of construection shown
in Fig. 2 the cross or end bar, (indicated by
9% in this figure, ) including the batten, which
SeCures the f&bl ic, is m%de of less width than
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the distance between the ears 4* and 4° of go

The bolt 5* in this figure is
provided with a thread extending alonﬂ‘ the

bolt - between the ears of the fﬂstenel and ad-

jacent to the ears 4* on which runs a nut 8.
This nut is adapted topress againstthe inner
side of the cross or end bar and force it out-
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ward, whereby the fabric may be stretched

and the device as a whole affording a fabric-
stretcher by turning the nut 8§ on the bolt.

Tn the modified form of construction shown 100




~ tion is modified into the form of ear shown |
in this construction, asindicated by 4°.
ear is provided with an enlargement, which |

oo

in KFigs. 7 and 8 the hook-brace 6 is dispensed

with and the ear 4* of the previous construc-

- provides a place for the location of the set-

IO

- serew 9, screw-threaded into the ear and
~adapted, when the bed 1s in open position, to
. be screwed through the ear and project un-
der the lower side of the cross-bar and pre-

vent the bed being folded until the screw is
run outward, so that the end will not project
to the inner side of the ear 4°. There is also
shown in Fig. 7 a hole 10. This 18 provided
so that the bolt 5 may beremoved, and when

- thebed is in folded position the fastener can
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~when the bolt can be replaced.

be driven along the cross-bar until 1the holes

in the ears will come opposite the opening 10,
This can be
done with the four corners successively and
without entirely taking the bed down, and

- the bed may thereby be converted into one

23

that by reason of the upward projection ot

with an overhanging end rail.
‘side rails are in folded position, the end bar
can be held against the tension of the fabrie |
- to permit-this change to be made on one cor- |

"While the

ner of the bed at a time. It will be noted

. the ears on the fastener the fabric of the bhed

- This
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18 carried a considerable distance above Lhe

11ppe1 side of the side rails.

"What I claim as new, and desire to geclure

by Letters Patent, is—

cross-bars, and plate-like, corner-fasteners 4

1. T'he combmatwn in a bed of mde rails, '

having proj ecting ears 4° and 4° receiving the

cross-bar between them and pivoted therein
to permit the side rails to fold between the

cross-bars, substantially as set forth.
‘2. The combination in a bed of side rails,

¢ross - bars, plate - like, corner - fasteners i
having projecting ears 4 and 4° receiving the

cross-bar between them and pivoted therein

to permit the folding of the side rails and a
means for securing the parts from turning on
the pivot, substantlally as set forth.

4w

3. The eombnmtmn in a bed of a suie 1311 |

mld cross-bar, a fastener having projecting

ears adapted to receive the cross-bar, a hing-
ing-bolt with means for adjusting the cross-
bar laterally on the hlnﬂ'mfr-bolt substan- .

tlally as set Lorth.
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In witness whereof I have affixed my sig-

nature in presence of two witnesses.
| OSCAR S FOSTER

W"ltnebses |
PHEBE A. TANNT IR,
D, H. COLEGROVE.
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