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To all whom it may concers:

Beitknownthatl, SAMUEL L. SAUNDERS, of

Lynn, in the county of Essex and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Racks for Holding Boots or Shoes, of which
the following deseription, in connection with
the accompanying drawings, is a specifica-
tion, like letters on the drawings representing

like parts.

This invention relates to a device for hold-
ing boots and shoes while undergoing the va-
rious processes of manufacture; and it has

for its object the improvement of that class

of racksforming the subject-matter of United
States Patent No. 440,439, granted to me No-
vember 11, 1520.

It is necessary to provide means for sup-

porting the boots and shoes separately, so as
to avoid crushing or marring them and to
preserve their shape, and in the patent re-
ferred to two oppositely-extended series of

ing-bars arranged side by side, the pins being
arranged in pairs and outwardly converging.
The inclination of the pingisregulated by the
size of the boote or shoes to be held thereby,
s0 that each rack is adapted to a certainsize.

“Tn order to accommodate the two opposite se-

ries of pins on the bars, the width of the rack
is considerable, and aslarge numbers of racks

arerequired in a factory much valuable floor-

space is thus occupied which could be utilized
otherwise to better advantage. |

In my present invention I have materially
decreased the width of the rack without im-
pairing its holding capacity, and I have also
motunted the holding-pinsin a yielding man-
ner, so that they can be readily adjusted to
accommodate boots and shoes of various sizes.
 The novel features of my invention will be
hereinafter fully described, and particularly
pointed out in the claims. :

present invention embodied therein. Fig. 2

is an end elevation of the rack shown in Fig.
1. Fig. 8is a partial tep or plan view of the
rack; and Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail, par-
tially in section, to show more clearly the
manner in which I prefer to secure the pins
to their support. ) -

The skeleton frame may be composed of a

T

| hbase A, vertical end standards B, and stay-
rods e, substantially as in the patent referred -
to, the standards being connected by cross-

rods B, which, as hereinshown, are extended
through inclined holes in the ends of super-
posed longitudinal supporting-bars D.

As clearly shown, the supporting-bars D
are stageered and preferably slightly inelined
to give the desirable slight upward ineclina-
tion to the shoe-holding members. -

The shoe-holding members are shown as

pins d, preferably of wood or other suitable

material, yieldingly mounted on the support-
ing-bars and arranged in outwardly-conver-
oing pairs, the shoes being supported bottom

upward on the pins, with their tops extended

down between and below the pins, as shown,
one shoe to each pair of pins. Asin the pat-
entreferred to, the outerendsof the pins bear
against the heel portion of the shoe, conform-
ing to and supporting the natural form of the
shoe and preventing the shoe from being dis-
lodged by movement of the rack. Thelnner

ends of the shoe-holding members are located

below the top of their supporting-bar, 3o that
the shoes rest on the top of the bar back of
their tips, thereby preventing any chafing or
scratching of the tips. - |

The holding members extend only from one
side of the supporting-bar, and the membpers
on one bar extend oppositely from those on
the next adjacent bar, so that by the stag-
oered arrangement of the supporting-bars 1

am enabled to greatly reduce the width of:

the rack, and thus economize floor-space with-

out decreasing the capacity of a given rack.
The supporting-bars are placed as close to-

gether vertically as may be convenient or de-

sirable. T |

It is highly desirable to vary the angle be-

tween each pair of pins to adapt the rack

- | readily to different forms and sizes of shoes
Figure 1 is a frontelevation of a sufficient | to be held, and this I accomplish by yield-

‘portion of a rack to be understood, with my

ingly mounting the pins on the supporting-
bars. = - | , | o

I bave shown in detail in I'ig. 4 one con-
venient and effective mode of mounting the
pins. Holes are made in the supporting-bar
in converging pairs, and into the holes are
forced studs f, of stout wire, projecting from
the side of the bar from which the pins are
to extend, the other ends of the studs being
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bent over at /' and driven into the material
of the bar. The pins d are longitudinally
drilled to receive the studs, the pins being
pushed thereonto and being held frictionally,
the pins partaking of the initial inelination
of the studs. DBy bending the pins to right
or left the inclination is changed to adjust
them to the size and form of shoe to be held
thereby, and when a pin becomes splintered
or broken it can be drawn off its stud and a
new one substituted. The yielding connec-
tion of the holding-pins with the supporting-
bar also enables the elevation of the pins to
be regulated as desired.

My invention is not restricted to the pre-
cise construction and relative arrangement
herein shown, nor to the yielding connection
shown between the supporting-bar and shoe-
holding members. |

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. A rack for holding boots and shoes, com-
prising a frame, a plurality of longitudinally-
extended supporting-bars, and a series of pins
mounted on each bar and independently ad-

justable and arranged in outwardly-conver-

ging pairs, the pins on one bar extending op-
positely to the pins on the next adjacent bar,
substantially as described. |

2. Arack for holding boots and shoes, com-
prising a frame, a plarality of longitudinally-
- extended superposed and staggered support-
ing-bars, and a series of yieldingly-mounted
pins on opposite sides of adjacent bars and |

arranged in outwardly-converging pairs, sub-
stantially as described. _ |

3. Arack forholding boots and shoes, com-
prising a frame, a plurality of longitudinally-
extended superposed supporting - bars ar-
ranged in stageered order, and a series of in-

-dependently-adjustable pins extended later-

ally from said bars in outwardly-converging
pairs, to receive between them the upper of

| the shoe, the pins on one bar extending in

the opposite direction to those on the next

“bar, substantially as described.

4. A rack for holding boots and shoes, com-
prising an open frame, a plurality of longitu-

dinally - extended supporting-bars, yielding s

studs rigidly secured to said barg and pro-

jecting outwardly therefrom, and removable

shoe-holding members mounted on said studs,
substantially as described. |

5. A rack for holding boots and shoes, com-
prising a frame, a plurality of superposed and
staggered supporting - bars, and a series of
yieldingly -mounted shoe-holding members
extended from opposite sides of adjacent sup-
porting-bars, the inner-ends of the holding
members being located below the top of the

“bar upon which they are mounted, substan-

tially as described. -
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.
SAMUEL L. SAUNDERS.
Witnesses: B
JOHN C. EDWARDS,
- AUGUSTA E. DEAN.
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