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o T@ ﬂ:ZZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEWIS M. LDWNES

o :'mtmen of the United St&t%, residing at Ner—
. ristown, in the county of Montnomery and
State m‘? Pennsylvania, have mvented certain

- new and useful Ilnprovements in Clasps or
. Clamps; and 1 do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of tha mventmn such as will enable others

‘10 skilled in the arb to which it appertains to

-~ make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in

- the construction of a clasp or clamp, so that

~ peculiar means are provided for its attach-
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ment to a rail or the like, and also to provide

- means which will prevent the customary
 coiled spring usually employed in the type of

clasps to which the invention relates from be-

o ing broken or distorted.
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The object of the invention is to eonstmet
a clasp or clamp that will be particularly well

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the clasp or

~ clamp. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation.
- Like numerals refer to similar parts in both

Views.

~ The clasp or ﬁla,mp comprises, essentially,
- ﬁwe members 1 and 2, plvoted together at or
| - near the center.

_ These members land 2 are
provided at their front ends with laterally-
extending jaws 3 4, between which the bed-

- eover or other mtnﬂe is to be clamped and

- ‘held securely.

~ 34areroughened,corrugated,orserrated toin-

~ crease their holding power, as plainly shown.

The two membex s 1 2 are provided on their

- inner faces with lugs 5 6, which are rabbeted

orcutawayand pwoted by means of the pin 7.
- Insteadof thetwolugsrabbeted,asshown,one ]
~ - of the jaws may be turnished with two lug gs,

i

leaving a space between them, and the other

- with a Smglea Iag to fit into the space, as will
~ be readily under&tmd and pivoted in thIS
;:-Iﬂannel

At the rear endsof the members1 2 and be-

tween their inner faces is arranged a spiral |

- spring 8 for h{}ldmw the Jaws 3 4 normally
| closed. |

1 attam |

adapted for use on bedeclothing, although 1t |
is eapable of use in other relations.
this objeet by the means illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, which form a palt of
-this speelﬁcatmn and in which—

The inner surfacesof the jaws |

|

SCrews through said holes.

On the inner side of the rear jaw 2 is a

slwhtly -curved pin or rod 9, which, when the
device is operated to open the Jaws will pre-

vent the collapse or breakage of the spring 8.

This pin may be extended or passed thr ough a
| hole or aperture in the vuter jaw 1, as qhown

in dotted line, as at 10 11, Fig. 1.

When it is designed to use the clasp on an
iron rail, I pmwde a lug, as 12, on the rear
member 2 which is adapted to fit over the
edge ol the rail and is secured firmly in place
thereon by means of suitableserews13. These
screws are passed through holes which may
be tapped, if desired, in ]a;teml extensions 14
on therearmember2. Lateral extensionsare
provided with holes ther ein, so that the clasp
may be secured to awoode:n rail by means of
1t will thus be

seen that the ela.Sp may be used by the means

just described on a wooden bed-rail or by-

means of a lug 12 on an iron rail.
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As before indicated, the clasp or elamp is

specially adapted to be secured to a bed-rail
for holding the bed-cover in position, and its

use will be easily understood without further

expl&n&twn
Minor changes may be made mthm the
scope of myinv entlon without departing from
the spirit or sacr ificing any of the advantages
thereof |
Having thus full y described my invention,
What I elmm as new, and desire to secure by

| Letters Patent, is—

- A claspcomprising two jaws pivoted to each
other, the one member being provided with
per forated lateral extensmns for securing it
toa Woadeﬂ bed-rail, and with the lug 12, and
serew 13, for seeuring it to an iron mil?- and.
with a curved pin orrod on its inner face ab
the rear end, a coiled spring surrounding the
pin or rod and extending from one member to

| the other, the opposing member having a hole

or aper ture therethr ough to recelve the end
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of the pin when the jaws are apened sub-

stantially as described.
In testimony whereof I a
1n presence of two witnesses.

LEWIS M. LO’WNES

ik

WVltnesses
D. Y. MO‘JDAY
DAVID SCHALL

X my signature
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