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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDMUND S. LEFLER, a

- citizen of the United States, residing at Anna,

in the county of Union and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Ini-

. provements in Can-Openers, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification.

- The invention relates-to improvements in-
can-openers. |

The object of the present invention is to

- improve-the construction of can-openers and
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1o providea'simple, inexpensive, and efficient
~one adapted to be readily adjusted to ac-
- commodate cans of di _
ble of rapidly cutting out the top of a ean to

iy

ferent sizes and capa-

the desired extent and of securely holding a

- can during the cufting operation to prevent

~ the loss of any of its contents.
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-~ The invention consists in the construection
and novel combination and arrangement of

- parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated

swung upward.
‘ot the lever, the ring or rim being removed.

30 Fig. 4 is a detail sectional view illustrating

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed

outin the claims hereto appended.
~In the drawings, [igure 1 is a perspective

view of a can-opener constructed in accord-
ance with this invention. Fig. 21isa central
longitudinal sectional view, the lever being
EFig. 3 is areverse plan view

the construction of the adjustable standard.

Kig. 5 is a detail perspective view of the rim
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- sponding
Jings. -
- 1designates a base, constructed of suitable

or ring, showing the arrangement of the pro-

~ jeections for engaging a can. .
Likenumerals of reference designate corre-
parts in all the figuresof the draw-

~ material and provided with a series of con-

::_.._4{:} _

centric circular recesses 2, forming seats for

- and conforming to the configuration of cans

© to prevent the latfer from slipping daring
~the operation of opening them. The base is

- provided with perforations for the reception
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of suitable fastening devices for securing it
~ to a counter or other suitable support, and

rising fromits rear portion isa vertical stand-

- ard 3, which is composed of inner and outer
~ sections 4 and 5, capable of vertical move-
ment on each other to raise and lower a
 clamping frame or lever 6, that carries the
. cutting mechanism. The inner section 4 of

-

the standard is rigid with the base and is ta-

peringor substantially wedge-shaped in eross-
section, and an oufer section 5, which is hol-
low, is provided with dovetail openings con-

forming to the configuration of the inner see-

tion, whereby the outer section is eapable of
vertical movement, but islocked against any
rotary ortwisting movement. The rear face
of the inner section is provided with a series
of horizontal recesses 7, which are adapted
to be engaged by a catch 8, mounted on the

outer section to secure the standard at the

desired adjustment. The catch consists of
a substantially U-shaped spring having its
lower portion or bend 9 bent at right angles
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and arranged substantially horizontally in a

slot 10 of the outer section 5 in position for
engaging the recesses 7. A handle 11 is se-
cured to the sides of the spring by means of
a plate or clip fastened to the inner end of
the handle and provided with eyes receiving
the sides of the spring. |
The standard and the base form an adjust-
able supporting-frame for a can, and the le-
ver 6, which engages the top of the ean, is
adapted to clamp the latter firmly on such

supporting-frame. The lever, which is piv-

oted in a bifurcation of the top of the stand-
ard, is provided with a central circular por-
tion having a circular recess 12 at its lower
face, receiving a rotary head 13, which car-
ries a blade 14 for cutting the top of a can.
The head 13is provided with a vertical spin-
dle 15, passing through a central opening of
the enlarged portion of the lever and having
a handle 16 secured toit, and the lever is pro-
vided with a conical boss 17, which raises the
crank-handle 16 sufficiently above the handle
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poriion of the lever to enable the crank-han-

dle to be rotated without coming in contaect
with the hand that grasps the lever.

The blade, which is adapted to be replaced
by a new one when worn or broken, is detach-
ably sectired in a slot of the head by screws

or other suitable fastening devices. The le-
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ver, which extends horizontally across the top

of the can, is adapted to be pressed against
the same to clamp thé can sufficiently to hold

( 16 firmly on its seat in the base, and the ring

or rim 18 is secured to the lower face of the

enlarged portion of the lever and extends in-

ward from the rotary head to prevent the lat-
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ter from c@mmﬂ in conmet with ‘a can . and
f fl‘thlOI]ELH}"

" The top of the can is rapidly cut'to the de~:
 sired extent byrotating the rotary head, and:
in order to enmable the Opemt@r to de{.elmme?'
. the posatl{m of the blade the rotary head is:
~ provided at its periphery with a noteh 20,
. which is adapted to be engaged by a qprmﬂ'-g;'
. . cateh 21, and the latter is %ecumd to the t{:ap;'
of the lever:and is provided with an arm ex-
tending through an opening in the top thereof:
in posumn to engage the noteh.' . Thespring~
cateh 21 is constmwted of a su:mle piece of re-
‘silient material provided with a coil, which is .
adapted to throwthe arm inward into en gage-
~ment with the noteh of the I‘thl"y head andé_
' the noteh is curved so thatit m
.« engage itself from the spring-catch when the
- hand
SEEERREEEE R gupwmd as illustrated in Fig. 2 of the accom-
| panying drawings, and it is mamtmned inits
~raised position by a flat spring 22

" 'the rear face of the standard and having its |
upper end fr-'ee and enwaﬂ'mﬂ* the 1‘6&1‘ end ofs
thele?’er ;:_:: .
o T will be seen tha,t the ean opeﬂer is mm-—i
1 ple and compamtwely inexpensive in con- | ba%e a standard comprising an inner and,
0111:61‘ section, the Duter section bemﬂ‘ adapted

is subgjeetad to a slight pressure in ro-
tating it.:

struction, that it enables the can to be read-
ily 0pened and that it is capable of ready
adjustment to suit the size of the can to be
operated on.

position to be readily grasped by an operator

with one hand while he takes hold of the le- |
ver with the other, and the outer section of
the adjustable standard may be readily raised
and lowered to bring the lever at the desired

elevation to operate properly on a can.
Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construetwn may be resorted to
without departing from the principle or sac-
rificing any of the advantaﬂ'es of the inven-
fion.
What I claim is— -

1. In a can-opener, the combination of a

base, a s‘[andm*d a, lever fulerumed on the

engaging the same and Dbeing :
- thereby retar ded in its rotation.:
rim is provided at opposite sides with depend-
ing pomts or pl*()]eetmn% 19, adapted to pene-
! trate the top of a can mnear the side edges:
SRR fthereof ‘whereby the le*iv'erE is capable of se-
~ curelyclamping the same.
- suffieiently beyond the can to af
I

Thering or

Theleverextends
ford a con-+
évement handle or grip, and the hand which |
~ holds the clamping-lever is not in the way of:
1 the hand shich opemte% the rotary knife.

may readily dis- |
The lever is: adapted to be swung

, secured to:

The handle of the spring-catch
of the ad,]usta,ble standard is in convenient.

o . boywes

| standard and provided at its lower face witihr-
‘a bearing-recess, a rotary head armnﬂed in:
the bearmfr—recess and ‘provided Wlth a de- 6o
pending: blade a rim secured to the lever,
extending mward over the 10133,1*3 head to pr e-@ g
vent the same from comingin contaet with a
‘can and provided with pr OJectmns for enfran*-g x
‘ing the latter, and means for 1*0Latmﬂ the; 6

hpac’l substantially as deserlbed

2, In a can-opener, the conﬂ)mauen Gf a

‘3. In a can-opener, the combination of A

é-base, a Standm'd a: lever fulerumed on a .
| standard and pr m*lied with a bearing-recess, .
g rotary head journaled in the bearing and
provided with a peripheml notch, a resilient =
cateh mounted on the lever and arranged to
engage the catch, and a blade carried b}? the S
:;1*0‘53&1 v head, substantially as deseribed.. '

;base a standard, a lever pivoted to the stand- RES

ard z-md ad&pted to be swung upward froma
| §h0rlzont&1 position to substantmlly a Vertwa,l
| one, a spring mounted on the standard and
| engaging the pivoted end of the lever to hold .
i the la,tter in its raised position, and a rotary
head journaled in: the lever and pr owde,d@
?Wlth a blade, _substantm}lv as deseubed
‘4. In a can-opener, the combination. ef a;
ébase, an: adgustable standard. eonpvmmsz ::Ln; o
| inner section, bubst.:mtmllv wedge-shaped in.
cross-section, a hollow outer seetlon having
| a dovetail ¢ opemnﬂ‘ conforming to the config-
uration: of the inner section, means for se~§ L
curing the outer section at the desired eleva-

tion, and a lever fulcrumed on the standard

and pl‘{}wded with Guttmﬂ ]116611%1111811’1 bnb-—g
“ St&ﬂtlall}“’ as: described. - o

5, In a ean-opener, the cambmatmn Of &

to slide on the inner one, and the inner sec-
tion being provided with a series of recesses,

a substantlally U-shaped spring secured 10
‘the outer section and having
| portion extending through an openmﬂ‘ of the
outer section :md adapted to engage the said
recess of the inner-section, a handle having

a clip secured to the sides of the said spring
and a lever fulerumed on the standard and
provided with cutting mechanism, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing as
my own Lhave hereto affixed my swnatm e in

the presence of two witnesses.
| | EDMUND S. LEFLER.

W’Vltnesseé
WM. H. PEAI{
- JAMES A. PEAK.

a horizontal:

1Q0
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