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- To all whom it My COMCErTL:

Beitknown that I, Asa C. BISBEE, a cilizen
of the United States, residing at Carsonville,

| in the county of Sanilac and State of Michi-

gan, have invented a new and useful Book-

Holder, of which the following is a specifica-

- flon. |

This invention relates to book holders or

~ frames particularly adapted for use with an

10

- which will permit it to be opened at any de-

20

index for account-books, its object being to

provide a holder or frame which will support
the index and hold it in a closed position, but

sired point and automatically close 1it.
Thisinvention consists in the details of con-

struction and combination of parts herein-

after fully set forth, and particularly pointed

out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the frame or holder with the index

~ in place, closed. Fig. 2 is a vertical trans-

- open.

25

verse section of Fig. .1, showing the index
Fig. 38 is a detached detail. |

Similarreference-numeralsindicatesimilar
parts in the several figures.

1 indicates the base of the frame, which.

may be of any suitable material, either wood

- or metal, and whieh should preferably be ot

f. 30
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sufficient weight to keep the frame steady

without any supplemental securing devices
' arms 7 will be disengaged from the cross-bar

when the index is opened or closed.

2 represents the back, which may also be
of anysuitable material and which, as shown,
is partially cpen or cut away for the sake of
lichtness. "The sides 3 of the frame between

“which the index is confined arve preferably

made of wire bent to the desired form and
secured to the base 1 and back 2 by staples
4 or by other suitable securing devices. The

side pieces 3 are provided at their upper ends
with horizontal portions 5, on which are piv-
oted dogs 6, which are also preferably made
of wire bent substanfially in the form of a

hell-crank. Theend of one arm has a carved
outline, as indicated at 7, and the end of the
other arm is bentata right angle to project in-
wardly beyond the side pieces, asindicated at
8. The book-closer consists of the two verti-

cal arms 9, connected together at theirupper

ends by the cross-bar 10 and pivoted at their

lower ends on pins 11, which for eonvenience | springs 14 must be of sul

| Fig. 2.
alone, if desired, or they may be provided

| 'theii" inner ends in order that they may be

screwed into the base 1, as indicated at 12.
The base is provided at each of its ends with
openings 13 for the reception of the pins 11
and a coiled spring 14, which surrounds each

35

of the pins 11 and has ifs inner end secured

in the base. The outer ends of the springs
are continued upwardly and formed with
hooks 15, which engage the vertical arms 9.
16 represents the index, which, as shown
in Fig. 1,is adapted to rest on its boundedge
on the base and to be held 1n a vertical posi-
tion by the cross-bar 10 of the book-closer,

the springs 14 tending normailly to hold it in

that position. Thecoverof theindex, which

rests against the back of the frame, is pro-

vided with one or more straps 17, secured at

one end to the cover in any suitable manner

and each having a perforation at the oppo-
site end to enable it to be hooked onto a pin
18, secured in the back of the frame. 'The
strap or straps serve to keep the book from
pulling away from the back of the frame to
an unnecessary extent.

arms 7 of the dogs 6 rest upon the cross-bar

10 and their inwardly-bent ends § are out of
engagement with thebook. When, however,

the index is opened at any point and pulled
downward, as shown in Fig. 2, the curved

10 and fall downward and in a forward di-
rection, thereby throwing the bent ends 8 of
the other arms into engagement with that
part of the index which remainsin a vertical
position and hold it there, as indicated in
- These dogs may operate by gravity

with springs 19, secured to the arms 7 and
the frame, to pull the arms 7 downward and
hold the bent arms 8 in close contact and
with sufficient force against the leaves that

‘are left in a vertical position as to securely

hold them in such position. It may some-
times be desirable to connect the springs 19
at one end to the arms 9 of the book-closer

instead of to the frame, and hence I do not

intend to limit mvself to any special point of
attachment for these ends of the springs 19.

When the book 1s-
in the position shown in Fig. 1, the curved
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It is of course to be understood that the

i

clent force to Lift

~ of attachment are preferably threaded at | the index or any part of it that may be pulled



- down and also to overcome: the resistance of
. the dogs 6 in order to enable the book- eloser

' . ;to _retmn the index to its closed position.

Stagsatdl

‘The leaves of the index are provided Wlth
ferent portionsof their length, and .
... these tags are lettered in alphabemcal S6e- -
1. o quence In the ordinary manner.
RS open the boola: at any pawe 1t 1s only neces-

S : thumb and fmeﬁnfrel of the left hand and
| . pull that portion of the index which is in'ad-

S R - vance of such tag: downward and hold it in

wa,y ‘to pel ml‘t the book to completely close
Although I have described the sides 3 and

EEEEUERUS RSN the dogs 6 as being made of wire bent to the

i lighter material and secured to 1tS suppmtm g
SR mdel to hold it steady; but it will not be al-
quife as convenient, espeelally when it
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made of other metal than wner

" " however, preferable, since it is. light and of
L qul

is necessary’ to frequenuy move the. frame;:

from place to place.

The advantages of my invention will be ob- |
vious; but among others it may be stated
that by the use of my invention a bookkeeper.
will be able to open the index at any point
desired by using only one hand,thereby avoid-
ing the necessﬂ;y of "laying down his pen.

The index will always be closed automatic-

ally and kept closed by the frame when not:
in use, and it will therefore last much longer
and be less liable to be torn or soiled than if

left lying around loose on a desk. It will
also be out of the way, since the most con-
venient place for it on the desk will be at the
head of theledger or similar book, and it will
therefme not be in the way of the bookkeep-
er’s arms or take up space to the right or left
of the ledger or similar book.

1£ desu'ed the base may be provided with
a recess for the reception of an ink-well, and
a pen-rack may also be attached to elther of
its ends or to its front edge.

It is of course to be understood that the

Inorderto |

, | oted on the side of the frame with'
RN deswed form, it is to be understood that the
sides may: be solid and that the dogs may be

L ment strength: for all strain thab may be |
FEDEEE R placed on, mthez the sides or the dogs. ' While |
1t 1s preferable to have the base of sufmlenb |
“weight to hold the frame steady when in use,

R 16 18 ObVlOHS that the base may

frame may be employed to hold books other:
than indexes and that changes in the form,
| proportion, and minor det‘uls of constructmn: SERERS
‘may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacr 1ﬁ01n0 arny of the advantages; SERENE
of this invention. | | .

~Having thus deserlbed my uweHLwn whati
i_[ claim 18—

:6.-:5%:5:

1. Ina baok-holdel the combmatwn Wlthé ST

tion, substantially as described. . |
4. In a book-holder, the combination with
the frame*adapted to receive the book, of de-

book to the frame, a spring-actuated book-

closer pivoted on the frame to engage the

front face of the book, a bell-crank-shaped
dog pivoted on the frame with one arm nor-
mally engaging the book-closer and its other
arm normally out of engagement with the
book butadapted to engage it when the book-

one arm:
normally engaging the book-closer and its
éOthel: &:Im :adapted to enﬂ'aﬂe the boo]{ wheni
The wireis, |

%book to the fmme, a 3p1 mﬁ'-actuated boola:—f
‘'eloser pivoted: on' the fmme to e
frontface of the book and hold the la,ttm m;
a vertical closed position, and a dog adapted =
| toengage the book when the 1)0{)]5{%@10861’? is
lowered and hold the book in a vertical posi~-

zthe base '‘and back: aﬂ'a,mst which the book =
rests.of a sp11n9-aetuated book-closer pivoted
| on the base to engage the front face of the
o that position -untll the necessary enfry is
m ade, when by 1emovmﬂ* the hemd fmm the |

7@

‘book and hold thela,tter in a verticall y-closed
‘position, and a dog adapted to engage the = =
| book when the book-closer: is lewered and oo
|-hold the book in a vertmal poswwn subf-‘stan—é SERESS
| =t1cL11V as desembed oRE

é-the frame ef a slalmg*actuated book (310861% SERENE
| pivoted on the frame to engage the front face
of the book, and a bell-crank-shaped dog piv-

95

vices to detachably connect one cover of the

100

closer is lowered, and means to positively 1og

move the latter arm into engagement with
the book when the book- closer is lowered,
substantially as desecribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 110

the presence of two witnesses.
- | ASA C. BISBEE

WVltnesses
Joun H. I‘ARLEY
- A. M. NILES.
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