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To all whom it maly cOnceri:
- Be it known that I, PATRICK J BIE“IAHAN

‘a citizen of the Umted States, residing in

Brooklyn, Kings county, in the State of New
York, have lm?‘euted a certain new and use-
ful Imp1 ovement in Corset-Clamps, of which
the following is a specification.

The pr esen‘b invention relates to means for

clamping corsets on'the heated forms to hold

them thercon while acquiring the desired
shape.

Ordinarily corsets receive their final shape
and finish by being moistened and adjusted
on a suitable form or model properly heated,
the corset-sections being secured together at

their front by the enﬁ'agement of the regular

fastening, while the connection at the rearis
‘ected by some special clamping provision
which engages the usual rear lacing-eyelets.

A simple form of clamp consists of two ver-

tical steel members, each of which has a fab-

‘rie sheathing and is provided with a series of

outwardly-bent hooks, these members being
designed to be applied on the inner side of
the corset-sections contiguous tothe rearedge
portions thereoct, so that the hooks will pro-

ject through the eyelets in two vertical series |
| eztending in opposite directions,

cord being used to engage the hooks fo draw

the corset intimately on the form with a some-

what yielding tension. With this arrange-
ment it will be appreciated that the 1&0111@*—
cord lies in contact with the outer mateual
of the corset adjacent to the rear edge por-
tions,thusoccasioning a mussed or unfinished
eﬁect in the article upon completion of the
shaping operation. Consequently before the
corset is considered finished these edge por-

tions have to be ironed by hand to smooth
This takes time, adds to the expense

them.
of producing the article, and does not result
in a perfect finish at the rear ‘edge portions.

My improvement, while constituting a sim-
ple and efficient corset- clamp, embodies pro-

vision whereby the outer fabric of the rear

edge portions will acéquire a smooth finish co-
incident with the shaping of the corset on the
form.

In the drawings accgmpanymﬂ th1s specifi-
cation, Kigure 1 is & rear view of a shaping-
form havin o g corset heldin adjustment there-
on by my improved clamp.

a lacing-

Fig. 2 1s a frag-

edge of the corset, as shown in Kig. 2.
t strip A has a thin sheathing A" of fabric,

ment&ry view of one of the rear edge portions

of acorsetonalargerscale, parts being broken

away toindicate the relation of the rearclamp

member and facing-section with respect to
said edge portion. Fig. 31s a view of one of

the cla,mp members, ha,vm 'part of its sheath-

ing broken away. Flﬂ 4 1s a corresponding
view of one of the faemm—sectmns,, and Flgs.
5, 6, and 7 are transverse sections ﬂlmunh

‘the p&rﬁs represented in Figs. 2, 3, and 4, re-

spectively, and looking in the direction of the
arrows in sald figures.

Slmﬂm letters Gf reference 111(11@3&@ COrre-.

sponding parts in all the figures where they

appear.
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The clamp members proper each consist of -

a vertical narrow and thin strip A, of steel, to

which is riveted a series of heolis ¢, Whlch

are relatively spaced to permit them to pass

through a number of the eyelets in the rear
Hach

preferably stitched along the Tine &' to sxmﬂly
contain the said strip, snitable openings be-
ing made at the front of the sheathing for the
passage of the hooks. When the members
are applied at the inner side of the corset con-
tiguous to the rear edges thereof, so that the
hooks extend fthr ounh rear eyelets of the cor-
set, as illustrated in Figs. 2 and 7, a perfo-
rated facing-section can be apphed on the
front of each edge portion tolie parallel there-

| with and with the clamp member behind, the

hooks a extending through suitable openings
therein.
Each facing-section consists of a thin ver-

tical strip b, ot metal, somewhat wider than

the strip A, and hmﬁ'ing a series of openings
b, cmnudmﬂ' in number and location with the
hDOLS L. ThlS strip B has a fabrie covering
B', of thin material, asshown, stitched alonﬂ'
the line b’ to snuglv contain the strip B and
having openings both in its front and back

-thlckn esses registering with thosein the strip,

both openings being somewhat lar ger in di-

ameter than the dmmetels of the }:1001&3 to

facilitate the ready engagement of the latter.
With the hooks a prﬂ,]eetmﬂ' through both

rear edge portions C of the corset, the facmn‘-

seetloﬂs are applied flat afrmnst the 111361
sides of said portions, so that the hooks
also project through the openings b in said
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facing-sections, thus permitting alacing-cord |

D to be passed around the hooks and fastened
to secure the edge portions of the corset to-
- gether, exert :t_he: required tension on the cor- |
firmly clamp the said edge portions>
between the members at the inner elde and

set, and.

. 'the facing-sections at the front.

“and facing-sections, the pressure exerted by
the lacing-cord, and the heat imparted by the
- form serve to. set the fabric of  the corset at:

- the edge portions in. a smooth and finished
manner during the shaping of the rest of the |

10

The ﬂat character of the several membels

corset

- By covering ‘the st11ps A and B w1t,11 thin

- fa,brle the thlclmess of the members and sec-
- tlons is not appreclably increased and.they
-are not so liable to acquireand communicate

o “dirt to the material of the corset.
| Z 20

- Moreover,
owing to the heat of the form, these parts are

- at a high.tempemture when in use and can

‘generally be more comfortably handled than

would be the case were metal alone used.

When the improved clamp is: dlsenﬂ'aﬂed |
| and the corset is removed from the form 1t
1s finished a,nd ready for packln@ and shlp- ;

- ment.

30

I do not WlSh to be undelstoed as restrict-

| in g myself to the precise construction and

arrangement of parts shown and deseribed,

asit will be manifest that the improved e]a.mp

is. susceptible to considerable alteration or

change and yet be within the. seope of my 1n-
| ventlon

'_ﬁ.35.

In lieu 'of the fa,bue sheathmwe a,nd cover-

‘ings I may provide the strips A and B or

597,685

either of them with a facing of enamel or
-other smooth surface not aﬁeeted by the mod-;

erately-high heat employed. -

The clamp members A may be perma,n ently'
connected with the form at the rear and be
adapted to engage the rear edge portions of
| the corset to stretch the latter on the form
and clamp said portions with the required
degree of pressure, or the members and sec- o
‘tions, while separate from the form, may have =
-a permanent yleldmn' eonnectlon at elthel or

both ends..
I claim as my mventmn——-- o

- In a clamp for sécuring corsets on forms-
for shaping and ﬁmshmw them, the combina-
tion with inner. flat: members A ‘having for-

wardly-projecting hooksa, faemﬂ*-seetmns B,

perforated for the passage of the hooks, Seld |
| members and sections being adapted. to con-
Jointly receive and retain between them the
rear edge portions of a corset, and of a cord
D, for engaging said hooks to coincidently

{ exert a tension on both members to draw the

6o
the seetwns and on the edge portions of the
corset. to eftect, both the SmOOthlll‘T of the
| same and the stretchmﬂ of the corset, subst&m |
| stmlly as herein Speelﬁed -
In testimony that I. claim the 1nvent10n_
|- above set forth I affix my Slﬂ‘natme in pres-
| ence of two wrtnesses | | -

parts togethér and also exert a pressure on

PATRIOK J. ME\TAHAN

\«Vltnesees | |
. JAMES (ASCOINS,. -
H. BERNARD COOMBE.
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