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. the parts and the detailed consty uction.

the corpse.

UNITED STATES

PATENT

(OFFICE.

BENJAMIN F. VAN CAMP, OF CLAYPOOL, INDIANA,

BURIAL-VAULT.

—d

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 597,625, dated J anua,rylle, 1898.
Bpplicatiau filed July 29,1897, Serial No, 646,374, (No model))

To all whom vt 73%&?{ CONCEFFL:

-I—I—

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at CIay-

pool, in the county of Kosciusko a,nd State
t the slabs sets.
providing

of Indiana, have invented a new and useful

Burial V&ult of which the followingis a speci-

fication.

Thisinvention relatesto that class of burial-
vaults or sarcophagi designed to replace the
ordinary pine box or brick vault forming a
wuepmele for the casket or coffin contammw

water tight.
For a full understanding of the meuts and
%dvantaﬂ*es of the mventwu reference is to

be had 130 the accompanying drawings and .

the following deser iption.
The 1mprwement i8 susceptlble of various

changes in the form, proportion, and the

minor details of construction without depart-
ing from the principle or sacrificing any of
‘the advantages thereof, and to a full disclo-
sure of the mventmn an adaptation thereof
is shown in the accompanying dr a,wmﬂ*s, in
which— -

Higure 1 is a pel.spectwe view of a sarco-

Iﬁmgus or burial-vault constructed in accord-

ance with this invention, parts being broken
away, showing the relative &rmnﬂement of
Fig.
2 is a longitudinal section thereol. Fig. 31is
a pl&n sec't,ion. Fig. 4 is a transvelise SeC-
tion. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the
frame fc:u the top or covering slabs.
Qox*reslmndlnm and like pmts are referred

 to in the following description and indicated

40

in the several views of the drawings by the
same reference-characters.

The burial-vault or coffin-receptacle is con-

structed of slabs formed of concrete, such as

cement and mortar or other plastic composi-

tion generally employed in the formation of

50

stmetmes of this character, and consists of

similar side slabs 1, end slabs 2, botton slabs |

3, and top or coveri ing slabs 4. The top or
covering slabs are mched between thelr lon-

nitudinal edges, and their opposing or meet-

ing ends are halved, so as to preclude the
fermatmn of a straight joint between them:.

Beit known thatI, BENSAMIN F. 'ij Camp,

~ th The vault may be erected above:
- the ground, below the surface thereof, or so
as to be par tmll;y buued since it is air and

when subjected {0 outel pressure.
6 is formed in the rabbeted ends of the side

1t~=.; edges to receive the top edges of the side
slabs 1, thereby fixing the pasmon of the cov-

elmﬂ-slabs and h@ldmﬂ' them in place until 55

the eement or mortar emploved for bonding
The rabbeting 1s eflected by

an inner shouldef a a short dis-
| tance from the edges, s¢ as to overlap the in-

ner side of the t@p edﬂes of the side slabs, 60 B

whereby the latter are pmveuted from mov-

ing mwa&d when subjected o external lat-

e:ml pressure. |
The bottom slabs 3 have their 1nner ends

halved in a manner similar to the top slabs, 65 &

with the difference that a space 5 1s formed

‘between the meeting portions, into which the

cement or mortar is filled about flush with
the top side of the slabs, so as to secure a
water and air tight ;jomt This space 18
formed by halvmfr the meeting ends of the

slabs and having the top ov erlap ping portion

terminating shm‘t of the shoulder formed bv
the lower ovellappm portion. A rabbet is

70 2

-
M

provided at the outer edge of the bottom 7 5

slabs to receive the lower edge of the side
and end slabs, whereby they are preven
from moving inward w hen subjected to pres-
sure from mth(mt from any cause tending to
press the body-slabs inward.

The side slabs 1 have rabbets at their ends
to receive the ends of ‘the slabs 2, so as 1o
sustain the latter against inward movemeut
A groove

nted. .. B

8o

55

slabs, and a eorrespandmg aroove 7 is formed

in the ends of the slabs 2, and these grooves
6 and 7 coincide and reg ister when the bod y-
slabs are placed in pomtlon and are intended™

to receive the cement or substance employed

to secure a bond- mmt between the meeting
parts of the slabs 1and 2, said cement or bond~
ing material being pmned into the C’IOOT(‘S

{«Lfter the slabs have been set up.

The slabs are molded and the body-slmhs
are strengthened and stif
therein a met&l frame S, composed of inter-
secting or crossing rods or bars, whwh latter
are welded at the points of crossing, so as to
bring all the bars in the same plane and en-
able the frame to be of a minimum thickness.

This bracing-frame 8, being embedded in the
SRR | body of the Slab 18 cmmea,led from view and
G '_The lower su:l% Of bhe slabs 4 is rabbeted at | gives strength and rigidity to the slabs and

‘fened by embedding

9:::- 2
95 §

IGGf




~enables. the latter to be made comparatively
thin and light without fear of detriment or:
injury to the slabs during transportation or
jhandlmﬂ* when the Vault or eoﬁmrecepteele |
1s:in the course of construction.: .
It will be understood that: the slabe ’Wlﬂ;é
‘B vary in size according ‘to the pm*tleula,r pur-

¥ - pose and size of co: fm. to ‘be placed in the |
B vault when completed, and the: upper edges

' 10

T e ks . | - e

18 praetleally air and water tight and is

The metal frmne for ' a(,h of 1]1e top or eov;'

ermﬂ‘ slabs 1s.shown most clearly in Fig. 5 |
- end comprises a rectan ﬂ*ular frame fermed of -
g;glenﬂ‘ltudmel bars 9 and transverse bars 11
- and an ‘arched frame composed of arched:

. “bars 10 and a connecting lon mtudmal bar 9°.

Y,

-

L

50
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¥ 40

The lonmtudmel bars 9 are plaeed upon the

ends of the truss-bars 11 and are secured
thereto by riveting orin any suitable manner.
The terminals of the arched bars 10 butt
against the inner edges of the longitudinal
b&rs 9 and are 1*1‘;*eted to. the end portmns of
the bars 11 and are prevented from spreading
by -said rivets and by the bars 9.  The ter-

minals of the bars 10 being i in the same. plane
as the bars 9 occupy less space than would
be required if they overlapped the said bars

If the ends of the parts 10 and 11 were
secured to the bars 9 upon opposite sides
"t,hereof three thicknesses would result, cor-

The ce-
K 20 meut. or bendmﬂ' substance or materla,l is
R ;poured into the reglstermg erooves 6 and 7|
B atthecornersof the vault, t}:lf_ﬂ’*elc,»yr filling said
B grooves and the spaces and mtersmcee 1ea,d-;.
B ing therefrom whereby a water and air tight:
joint is Seem"ed ‘A layer of cement or mor-
.tar 18 now: pldeed upon the top edge of the
xE :bedy-e]ebs and the top or covering Sla,be are:
-~ placed in position, and after the cement or
~§  Dbonding material sets the receptacle or Vault%_
3% |
 solid as if molded in one piece and composede-f
. of material that mll ebsorb the momture endE
o ;WIH not sweat. - -

~of the end slabs will curve so as to eerrespond; |
‘to the spring or curvature of the top slabs. -
“When setting up the vault or reeepta,ele the:
‘bottom slabs are first placed™in position and
‘the space 5 between the opposing or meeting
‘ends of the said bottom slabs is lushed with.
B cement or motar, so as to make a tight joint.
B Alayerof eement or mortar is placed upon
B¢ therabbeted edge of the bottom and the body-:

k' slabsareplaced in position thereon..

stood.

|

597,625

external ]eteral pressure, substantially a
specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 100

the presence of two witnesses.
BENJAWIIN F VA\T (,AMP

Witnesses:
B. F. CLEMA‘\TS
JoHN M IDDL-T.;TON. |

responding to the parts 9, 10, and 11, butby =~
disposing the parts as illustrated only two 55
| thicknesses result, as will be readily under-
The mzddle portion of the truss-bars: .
|'is not embedded as clearly indicated in Fig. =+
4, thereby enablmw the t0p te be as thm an SRR
:the side or bottom slabs EEEEN 60
. Having thus described the mventlen What; o
; :IS elalmed a8 neéw 18— -
1. In a sarcophagus, eslab of arehed ferm, |
arectan gular frame composed of longitudinal
| bars and transverse bars overlappmﬂ' the lon-:
gitudinal bars at their ends and rigidly se-:
.eured thereto, and having the: lonﬂ'ltudmelé
bars- embedded in the edﬂ'e portwns of the.
slab, and an arched frame comprising trans<
verse arched bars having their terminals rig-
idly secured to the end pmtlons of the afere- R
sald transverse bars and abutting against the =~
inner edges of the lonmtudmal bar's and a
bar eonneetmw the arched. bars and pamllel SRS
with the side bare the arched frame being SEERE
wholly embedded in the slab, eubstantmlly SR
;as and for the purpose speclﬁed . EEREEENES
2., A sarcophagus, comprising sla,bs of ce-
%ment or like pl'tstle material, a metal frame
composed of erossmﬂ* ‘rods ‘welded ‘at the
points. of erossing, embedded in the body
slabs, the top slabs being of arched form and =
S | ha’vmﬂ a metal frame epphed thereto and
eemposed of longitudinal and transverse
“arehed bars connected together and embed-
8 ?'Qed in the top slabs, and truse bars connect-
| ing the side bars and having their middle por-
tmns exposed, the ter mmals of thearched bars -
“abutting against the inner sides of the outer = =
| lenmtudm&l bars, the bottom slabs having a
space between the everleppm parts of their =
| meeting ends to receive a. bondmw material,
and ha,vmfr corresponding
edges of the end slabs and in the inner faces
of the side slabs toreceive cement, the body-

slabs being rabbeted to sustain them an'amst

75

8o

grooves in the

95
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