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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN B. CORSER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Allen-
town, in the county of Lehigh and State of
Penusylvania, have invented certain new and
usefnl Improvements in IFolding Tables or
Seats, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.,

My invention relates to tables, chairs, and
the like of that class having folding legs; and
it is my object to simplify the construction of
such articles and to provide for the folding of
the legs quickly by a single movement fmd
without necessitating a eemphcated arrange-
ment of the parts.

The invention also includes a form Of fold-
ing seat adapted for use in connection with

‘a type-writer stand or the stand of a sewing-

machine, or in a like situation.
Intheaccompanyingdrawingsl haveshown
the invention as applied to t&blﬁb in Figures

1,2, and 3, I'ig. 1 showing a side elev&twn of .

the ‘table Wlth the legs in thelr normal posi-
tion.
showing one end in elevation, this being a
view from the inside. Iig. 31s a partial bot-
tom view of the table, showing one of the
guides.

table. Xig. 5 1s a front view of Fig. 4. Fig.
0 1s a detall view of the legs in folded position.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the table A is |

of ordinary construction and may be of any
convenient size or type. It 1s provided with
legs, which may be of any ordinary or orna-
mental configuration, and they are pivoted
to cross-pleces a, these cross-pileces being se-
cured to the table. Thelegs at each end are
preferably joined together, so as o add to
the stability of the construction, by bracesb.
The legs B are adapted to fold inwardly, the
hinges being such as to provide for this ac-
tion, and in order to effiect this folding action
I arrange a bar C, extending longitudinally of
the table and pweta,lly connected to each
cross-bar of the table at the points ¢. This
bar has its ends turned out at approximately
rightangles withthe body of the bar, as shown
at 0', the extremities of the bent ends being
bent over toform a hook or loop d, and these
hooks or loops are adapted to engage a bent

Ifig. 21is a section through the table,

Fig. 4 is a section of a stool orseat
adapted for use in connection with a desk or

0’ rest in the U-shaped bends g.

' rail D, arranged at each end and secured to

the inner face of the folding-leg frame. This
rail I preferably make of round metal, and it
constitutes a cam -track, along which the
hooks or loops  of the extensions &'slide, and
by reason of the peculiar bend of the rail or
track the turning action of the bar C will be
communicated to the rails and have the effect

in one movement of the bar C to fold in- -

wardly the legs and in the other movement to

throw the legs outward. 'The shape of these

cam tracks orrails is clearly shown in Ifigs. 2
and 5. Oneend of the rail e 1ssecnured to one

side of the frame, and the rail is bent, as

shown in the plan view, Kig. 5, into approxi-
mately U shape from the point of its support,

and from the extremity of the ¥ isbentdown-

wardly, as shown in Fig. '?, and at the same
time outwardly, as in Ew. 3, and thence in-
wardly, where the end is secured to the leg-
frame.
the bar Cisinthe position shown in Figs. 1 and
2, with its angular extension 0’ vertical, the
hooks of the extension engaging the extreme
lower ends of the cam track or rail D, and it
will be seen that as the extensions b are rigid
with the main bar they prevent the folduw of
the legs and offer an obstruction to this ac-
tion. A handle f is either secured to one of
the extensions &', projecting at one end in a
position to be readily grasped by the hand, or,
as shown in Fig. 1, the extension §’ mmay have
its end lengthened, and after embracing the
cam - track, by means of a loop d, this end
may be pro,]eeted 50 one side to form a han-
dle.

which turns the bar C upon its pivots, and as

the ends of theextension O'slide over the rails

D the effect 1s to simultaneously draw in the
legs, while the looped ends of the extension
If desired,
the table may be locked in its folded posmmn
In any suitable manner.

In Kigs. 4 and 5 I have shown a modifica-

When the table is in normal position,

< In order to close or fold the legs, the
handle is grasped and forced to one side,

55
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tion of the invention adapted to be secured

to a table, desk, or stand, and when not in
use to be folded beneath the table or stand,

time.

are hinged in the same way, and the hinged
frame is provided with loops D', which serve

[Q0

‘the legs being folded inwardly at the same
In this form of the invention the legs
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~as cams to force open the legs by means of
“angular extensions b’ on the center bar C,
| ;thls bar being pivotally connected to the table';
~and being adapted to be turned to throw out
the legs substantmlly as in the form pre-
- viouslydescribed.

of the spring is seemel}r fastened to the un-
;:;.del‘ Slde Of the _
 which engage the eyes £, being bent down- |
R ;W&ld]}" :fmd outwardly to give ‘the spring ac-
Thuswhenthe bar O"’}S turned to throw
out the legs this action is against the tension |
~of the spring, and when. Lhe bar is given a |
quarter-turn to remove the extensionsd’ from |

table, the projecting ends,

~engagement with the loops D’ the springs as-

I sert their force and fold the legs.

20

ment of the lever..
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pos:ttwe in one d11 cetion and a &,pl ing actlon
- 1n the oppemte direction. o -
. In order to fold the leﬂs aud :{Lt the sanie
FENE t1me provide for the movement of the stool |i
- orseat beneath the desk out of the way when |

folded position.

as shown in

ot in use, I connect the pivot-bar G’ with a |
3¢
.. Cls0 as to opemte_ the same in the. move-
. ~The opposite end of the
lever E is adjustably and removably con-~
. nected to a soeket Gy pivoted to the desk or
35
. is shown in Fig. 4

lever I, this lever bem'fT connhected to the bar

stand ate'.  The norma,l position of the parts

so that the upper face of the seat assumes a

vertical position, and in this position of the.

parts the seat is pushed beneath the desk or
stand.

folded, and when pushed beneath the desk

the lever E and 1ts support holds it inits
" When required for use, it

1s simply Wlthdl awn, first swinging outward
on the pivote', and then as the 1ever K oper-
ates the rod C' this rod is turned and the ex-
tensions 0, bearing upon the cam-loops d',

force open the leﬂ's agalinst the pressure of
the spring and 110111 them in this position. As
shown in Fig. 5, the bar C’ and the operating
parts O are ﬂwhtly modified from the form

shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, and I have pro-

| - Inthe present form, how- |
. ever, I have: shovm a spring T, havmn- ity
g 5611{18 working in eyes h, pr Ogeetma from one |

~ side of each of the leg-fr ames, while the loop
IO

. 4,:and when it is desired to
- fold the seat beneath the desk the seat is |

- grasped by the hands, given a quarter-turn,

In the first quarter-turn the legs are

vided this construection in order that when
{ the bar C' is given a quarter-turn the V- a8
shaped BltE‘ﬂSlOIl 0" will fold against the un- .
‘der part of the table and be out of the wayof
the loops D" when the legs are folded inward.
- .The connection: %between- the lever K and
socket G, I preferably make a sliding one, so
as to pertmt an extension of the canuectwné
| when the seat is drawn out, and when pushed.
in the end of the lever E Shdes to thebottom:
| of the socket (.. I may dispense with the 653
cross-pieces ¢ and hinge the leg-frames di-
rectly to the Lmdel Slde of the table, 1f de—-- R
sired. - . . _ | 9 |

1 clmm-—é

C10A fOldlIl“‘ table or seat compmsm a tzo_pr -5
and legs ar mnﬂ*ed in pairs hinged upon hori-
('zontal axes, a pwoted bar: h‘wmﬂ lateral ex- .
I do not | |

-wish to limit myself, however, to the spring
“action in one direction, as I mayuse the posi-
tive aection in both du ections, a

| Fws 1, 2 2y and . 3, or I may make the: action |

=ten51ons, a,nd a eam track or 1&11 carried by -
each pair of legs: adapted to be engaged by
| one of sald extensions to turn said 1eﬂs about;
[ md axis, substantially as desenbed -

LY
AN |

L Xy L

A 4 & T L

2..A foldmﬂ* table or seat comprising a top SEN

ing said cam-track adapted to GDE‘I ate smd:
ilegs substantially as deseribed. I
3. A folding table or seat coznpumn a top%
_:-:md hmﬂed leﬂ’&; arranged in pairs, a bar piv-:
oted to a Statmnmy suppmt having lateral |
‘extensions, a cam-track carried by e:;Leh pair .
of legs permanently engaged by one of .
| extensions whereby Wheu said bar is turned

| said legs will be moved about & hmzmnmlé -
axis, substautlally as described. R

izand hinged leﬂ"s arranged  in:pairs; a cam- '
| track carried by each pair of legs and a de- .

vice carried by an unmovable SUppOPt engag- 8¢

O 7 TR

sald

N ;gc'};ﬁ;;f.
4. A foldi Ing: table or seat GOmpllslnn* a topj S

and hlnged. legsj s tlll lllnw_bar ha‘vlnw elten_ BRI

sions, a rall or track carr ied by eaeh pair of
legs adapted t0 be engaged by the extensions
to turn the legs upon a honzontal axis and &
spring for letulmnﬂ* the parts, substantially

-as described.

5. Afolding table or seat comprising a top
and hinged leﬂ‘s, aturning-bar having exten-
sions, a rail or track cauled by :each pair of
legs engaged by the extensions to turn the
leﬂ‘s and means for operating the turning-bar.

In testimony whereof I afﬁ:{ my swnatme
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN B. CORSER.
- Witnesses: . |
EARLE B. DOUGLASS,
EO. FRY.
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