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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, WILLIAM V. LASKER,
of Brooklyn, in the eounty of Kingsand State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Impr ove,ments in Corset-Clasps, of which the
following is & full, ¢lear, and exact descrip-

This inv entmn zelates to dasps or fasten-
ing devices for the front meeting edges of
mrsetg and the objectis to pmwde a Slmple
clasp or fastening that may be easily and
quickly fastened “and unfastened and, fur-

- ther, to so construct the clasp that the parts

cannat be accidentally released.
I will deseribe a clasp or fastener embody-

- ingmyinvention, and then pointoutthe novel

- nate cmsebsta}?s of the usual material.
- of the stays is provided with headed lugs 3

f 30

| features in the &ppended claims.
- Reference is to be had to the accompanying
. drawings, forming a part of this specification,
B4 9

in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate eouespﬂndm parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a iront view of emset-stays,'
showing clasps embodying my invention and
| i Patent—

in a closed position. ¥ig. 2 is a similar view
but showing the parts in an open position,

| and Fig. 31is asection on the line 3 3 of Fig, 1.

Refeumﬂ* to the drawings, 1 and 2 desat,-
One

and the other is provided with clasp- sectmm.

~ comprising pairs of gnide-plates 4 4 and 5 5.
Hach pla,te 1s folded upon itself and is pro-
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vided with an outwardly-opening slot 6, the
opposite walls of which are shown as diver-

ging, 80 as to be easily guided along the shank

portion of its lug 3. The head of the lug will
besomewhatlargerindiameter than the width
Qf the slot.

- Movable through the plates 4 is a clasp-bar
*’7';. and mova,ble through the plates 51s a simi-
larclasp-bar8. Eacheclasp-baratits end por-
tions, directly engaging in the guide- pla{tes,,

has outw&rdly -opening slots 9, at the inner

ends of which are notehes 10 of & width sub-
stantially equal fo that of the lug-shanks.
The walls of the slots 9, extending from the

- notched side, are mclmed outward, as at 11,

 so that the latch- bars may be moved auto-
matically in a longitudinal direction when
so the stays are for eed together with the Iugs in

the slofs.

It will be noted that the notches 10 of one |

clasp-bar extend in an opposite direction to

the notches in the other clasp-bar, and this
is necessary, because in clasping and releas- 55

ing the bars move in directions opposite to

eaeh other.
The adjacent inner ends of the bars 7 and

3 are connected together by means of a spring-

wire 12, which operates in spreading to free

the bars away from each other, and at the in-
ner sides of the said inner ends of the bars
finger-pleces 13 are provided. ~

In operation to clasp the two stays together
it 1s only necessary to force the lugs into the

slots 6, which, engaging with the inclined

walls 11 will move the clasp-bars until the
lugs reach the notches 10, when the bars will
be forced outward by the spring 12 to engage
the Iugs in the notches.
hars, the} are to be drawn toward each other
by drawing inward on the finger-pieces 13, as

{ Indicated in Fig. 2.

Having thus desenbed my Invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels

1. The combination with St&’i s, of lugs on

' one of the stays, guide-plates on the Gther

stay and having outwardly-opening slots, a
clasp-bar movable longitudinally in each pair
of guide-plates, the portions of the bars with-
in the plates being provided with outwardly-
opening slots and notches at the inner ends
of said slots, the wall of the slot at the notech
side being inclined outward and means for

i holding the bars yieldingly in their locking

position, substantially as specified.

- 2. The combination with stays, of headed
lugs on one of the stays, guide-plates on the
other stay and having outwardly -opening
slots with diverging opposite walls, a clasp-

bar movable in each pair of guide-plates, the

portions of the bars within the plates being
provided with outwardly-opening slots and
notches at the inner ends of the slots, the
wall of the slot at the noteh side being in-
clined outward, a spring connecting adjacent

ends of the bars, and finger-pieces on said
| Inner ends, substantially as specified.

WILLIAM W. LASKER.

Witnesses: -
JNo. M. RITTER,
WILLIAM K, ECKER.

T'o release the latch-
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