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To all whony i may conceri:

Be it known that we, HERMAN GROTH and
FrED C. ROTHER,_GltI?enS of the United States,
residing at Sac City,in the county of Sac and
state of lowa, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Hat-Racks; and we

do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art

to which it appertains to make and use the

same.
This invention relates to 111'1p1'ovements in
display-racks, and has more particular rela-
tion to racks for displaying hats in stores.
This invention consists of certain novel con-
struections, combinations, and arrangements

of parts, all of which will be hereinafter more

fully deseribed and claimed.

In the aceompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 repr esents
a front elevation of a di3pla,y-mok embody-

ing our invention with a number of hats sup- |

ported thereon. Fig. 2 represenfs a trans-

verse cenftral vertical section through said

)

rack., Kig. 3 represenis an enlarged detail
perspective view of one of the supporting-
brackets, and Fig. 4 represents an enlarged
detail side elmfa:tlon of one of the hat-sup-
porting bars.

A in the drawings I‘Bpl esents the end sup-
porting-standard, B B! ithe cross-bars connect-

- ing the same, and G C the vertical bracket-

bars eanneetmg said cross-bars. The stand-
ards A A may be of any desirable material,

but are preferably construeted of ornamental

ash or oak. KEach of these standards is sup-
ported atits lower end by an or namental base

@, provided with casters ', so that the rack

may be rolled around into different positions
within the store. The c¢ross horizontal bars
B B connect the said standards A at the top
and bottom, respectively. ThesaidbarsB B
are connected by the vertical bars CC, placed
equidistant from each other. Supporting-
brackets I} 1) are mounted upon the said
standards A, andsaid brackets D aresospaced

~ as to correspond in position with each other,

50

30 as to afford an even support for both sides

of the hat. FEach of the said brackets D com-

prises an angular arm d, adapted to be se-

A

cured to the standards or bars C, and &

1lzonta115?~eatend1ng portmn d’, pmwded |

oy

‘the hat-supporting bar in position.

enlargement e and ¢, respectively.

| atitsouterend withapendent 1001} d*, adapted

to receive one of the hat-supporting bars E.
Each of the brackets is provided with a pPiv-
oted plate d?, which is adapted to be turned
over the top of the pendent logp d* to hold

the said hat-supporting bars E is provided at
each end and in the middle with an annular
The said
middle enlargement e’ is. provided upon its
under side with a recess ¢ into which the
pendent: loop d*is adapted to fit when the said
bar E is applied within the bracket. This
construction prevents the bar K from slipping
lengthwise within the bracket. The space
betwe_en the middle en
end enlargements ¢ is ;'ust sufficient to ac-
commodate the rim of a hat on one side, the

opposite rim of the hat being supported upon

argement e and the
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the opposing bar & ol the ELC[JOIHIHU* ver tleéﬂ |

supporting-bar C.

- 1t will be observed from the foregoing de-
scription that when hats are to be apphed to
our improved rack the first hat is turned with

its erown downward and its rim resting upon
The

one pairof opposing supporting-bars IL.
next hat is placed upon the first hat with its
crown upward. 1t willthus be observed that

each pem of supporting-bars K supports four
bats in such a pes:ttmn that any one of the

same may be readily removed.

- By the employment of our said improved
rack the hats are always plainly in view of
the customer, and at the same fime are so
held in pomtmn that it requires but the work
of an instant to remove any one of them for
inspection orsale. The device ig also of such

compact form that it may be readily rolled

into the corner or against the wall of the
room, thereby occupying very iittle space.
It will also be observed that our improved
rack 1s very simple, as well as cheap, in con-
struction and can therefore be put upon the
market at a very low figure.
Having thus desceribed our invention, what
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we cla,lm as new, and desire to secure b*,* Let- _

ters Patent, is—

1. In a hat- supporting rack, the combina-
tion with end standards, of horizontal bars
connecting the same at top and botbom, verti-
cal spaced bhars connecting said horizontal

100

bars, and supporting-brackets mounted upon
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said vertical bars and each comprising an
angular attaching-plate having a loop at its
outer end, a pivoted guard adapted to be
turned over said loop, and a supporting-rod
formed with a groove near its middle and
adapted to be apphed in said loop with the
latter lying in said groove, and be secured 1n

‘position bv the said guard, substantially as

described.
2. In a hat-supporting rack, the combina-

tlon with two end standards, of two horizon-

tal bars connecting said bta,nda,rds at top and
bottom, a plur allty of spaced vertical bars
connectin o said horizontal bars, and support-

ing-brackets mounted upon each side of the |

vertical bars, said brackets each comprising
an attachmﬂ'-plate provided with a loop at
its outer end, a guard pivotally mounted so
as to project over said loop, and a supporting-
bar applied in said loop so as to project to
both sides of the same to form hat-supports,
substantially as desecribed.

In testlmony whereof we have signed this
specification in the presence of two subsm 1D-
ing witnesses. ,

HERMAN GROTL.
FRED C. ROTHER.
Witnesses:
A. DE GARMO,
W. C. WODDELL. |
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