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To all whom it may concerm:
-~ Be it known that I, AUcGUSTUS M. DE SOT-

cHET, of Indianapolis, county of Marion, and

State of Indiana, have invented a certain new

and useful Toy; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription thereof, reference being had to the

~accompanying drawings, in which like figures
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refer to like parts.

This toy consisis chiefly of two species of
building blocks or pieces, one of which may
be considered the main buillding-block and
the other means for joining such main blocks
together. S o |

The purpose of the
children a cheap and simple set of bullding

blocks or pieces with which almost an endless
variety of forms and structares may be made,

as their fancy may suggest. The forms and
structures, too, that are capable of being
made are such as children will most appreci-
ate. 1 have here shown only a few designs
or structures to illustrate the capabilities of
these blocks or pieces. They are specially

adapted for kindergarten use, as the form of

almost anything can be represented by them,
and they can be easily put together by the
child., The full nature of the pieces and

their codperation will be understood from the

accompanying drawings and the description
and c¢laims foliowing. | |

In the drawings, Figure 1is an elevation of

a set of my building blocks or pieces joined |
Fig. 2 is a plan

to show a cerfain design.
of the base-block. Fig. 3 is a cross-section

through one of the blocks, the joining pieces

or disks being shown in place in dotted lines.
Tfig. 4 is a perspective of one of the main
pieces, showing the slots in the two ends and
one side thereof. Fig. § is a perspective of

- one of the joining blocks ordisks. IKig. 6 rep-
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resents the blocks set up to.show a line of
soldiers. I'ig. 7 shows the blocks setf up to
represent a star, wheel, or similar figure.

Figs. 8 and 9 show possible figures that may

be made. Figs. 10 and 11 show sections of
an animal as forming the main blocks.

In detail I use one or more base-blocks 1.
This is preferably about six inches square,
with its edges beveled, asshown. Inthecen-

ter of it I rigidly secure one of the dowels or
joining pieces ordisks 2. 1 do this bysawing |

invention is to furnish

—r— — —rr ———

L 5 groove 3 in the base-block and inserting the

joining piece or disk in such groove with

olue or any other suitable fastening. 1 pro-
vide a main block 4 in such numbers as may
be desired, twelve being preferably a setl.
These blocks are preferably about six Inches
in length, aboutone and three-eizchths inches
in width, and about three-eighths inch 1in
thickness. Their ends are preferably beveled
or cut pointed, as shown, with the point form-
ing as nearly a true right angle as it is possible
to make. The purpose of this is that when

| four blocks are brought together, as seen in

the middle of Fig. 1, the joints will be snug.
With a saw of suitable gage 1 make a slot o at

each end and a slot 6 on each side, as shown in

Figs. 3 and 4. The slots at the end are pref-
erably formed as shown in Iig. 3, being cut

in to an extent equal to the radius of one of

the circular dowels or joining-pieces 2. This
permits four of the blocks to be brought to-
gether and joined by one of the dowels or
joining-pieces tight and snug, as seen in the
middle of Fig. 1. It also permits two dowels
to be inserted in one of these end slots, one
being on one side and one on the other side,
or threeat eachend, one beingin the extreme
end and one on each side, as shown in Fig. 9.
The slots 6 are made preferably in the form
shown in Fig. 3, with a slightly larger curve
than the dowel or joining-piece 2. The dow-

els or joining-pieces 2 are preferably about

one and seven-eighths inches in diameter and
in thickness are very slightly greater than
the width of the slots, so that the dowel will
wedge into the slots. These dowels or join-
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ing-pieces,as well as the slots,should besawed -

and not planed or polished, so that they will

have rough surfaces, whereby they will hold

together much more securely. The whole

| toy, therefore, consists of the three pieces

shown in Figs. 2, 4, and 5, multiplied as de-
sired. The use of the side slots isillustrated
in the upper part of Fig. 1. The pieces are
suitably colored or stained, preferably in dit-
ferent colors or combinations of colors. Any
desired illustration or picture can be placed
on the sides of the blocks 4. For example,
on one side of the blocks may be shown arow
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of soldiers and on the otherside the members

of a band of musicians, so that when the
blocks are set up, as in Fig. 6, they will rep-




[ L

A R -?31'5--_--:'1:;_'52975519:“

 resent a row of soldiers when looked at from | use by a child as a toy wherewith he can
ake an infinite Vaﬂety’ Gf ahape& &nd de- i

... one sideand a-band when looked at from- the | m
.- other; or any other desired. pictures may 'be'-
ﬁpphed, as the fanecy may suggest.:
ooy It as observed thatthe pieces in thls t@y mef-
é--g_--;-'=_:;ig-:__ve:1'=v simple and cheap and they are also
. ostrong and: dumble if made out of the right |
~The'slots in-the blocks. 4 are
SRt :..éf;-,(}f such nature th&t a verystrong connection-
is left, as seen in Fig: 3, so that the partsol
oo sald bloeks will not %pllt oft easily. -
. poseot the base 1-is merely to hold the Stl uc-;"

. ~kind {)f wood.

SR 20 N

e 'j'_-'-tlll‘es upright when that is desired; :
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~The peculiar feature of this toy is ’rhe easy'r-
yet firm grip or connection between the parts.
; Any child can easily connect them, and yetit
makes no difference how they. ale arranged |
;.they will ‘hang: together until: dlscmmeeted
The whole set of pieeces and joining-disks.
20-.may be-put upufrhu and oniend, extending
= :-}_'-.-a:;sm feet high, and yet they would be held up-|
. right on Lhe base block 1, or they may be in-|
r;---é;such lengthened form curved to form a sus-.
. pension- budn‘e, with -one end fastened to the
25 bloek 15:and the structure
e or 8 tree may Dbe formed with one or ftwo |-
. pieces at the bottom on the: block 1, as the |-

f oo trunks ane: "W‘lth a branching top and 1% will.
Coestill %‘ta,nd ~In- faet; there is mo practical

limit to the numbel ;:md kinds of figures that |
- may.be made by one or two sets of these |
SRIRE ~1'he joining:pieces:-are more easily |
C nqerted or removed by rolling them into the |
o slots instead of pushing them in direetly, and |
-to this end the walls of the slots are prefer-
... . ablycurvedyasinthemiddle ones,orinelined, | -
oo a8 in those . a,t the ends.-
 notf insert or remove a joinin g-piece directly

can easily roll it in or out of these slots.
While circular joining-pieces are preferable,
it is evident that square or hectagonal or

other formed joining-pieces may be used

The form of the main blocks may be modi-
fied, as desired. In Figs. 10 and 11 the sec-
tions of a dog form such blocks. By the
same method any other animal or a person

may be formed in sections, and by making the
grooves 1n the edges of the blocks on the va-
rious sides, as has been described, the animal
may be. properly or fancifully put together.
The connecting-pieces may be small or large

disks or otherwise formed to suit, so long as

their thickness is enough ﬂ‘rea,ter than the

- width of the grooves to cause them to stick

55

6o

1n their grooves ﬁrmly when inserted. |
I am aware that pins and similar joining-

pwces have been used in mortises in timbers

for joining them togetherin various kinds of

frames-and buildings, the connection being
permanent. I am also aware that the pa,rts

of picture-frames have been connected by
joining-pieces inserted in the parts at their:
joints and secured there or nailed across the
joints at the back; but none of these things
65 or constructions are adapted or capable th

~charch-building

-Thepur-
1-ously designed for,

-ble for-the child.:
~eireular joining-g

will “still stand, |

A c,hllcl that ccauld:)

-f"swns of construection. - £
| Iam also aware of the Patent No. 101 179 R

-';1ssued Mareh 22,1870, to Swift, for toy build- FO
-ing-blocks, wherein Dblocks deswned to be

united to form a - definite str ueture, like & . .
, -are provided -at one-point 1 o
~with a bllt.tf)_.lfeBQIvG a zine strip forholding -
“them togetherin the proper placein thestrue-- :
~ture; -butnostructure counld be made by sueh -
~toy excepting what its parts had been previ- "
no freedom or-choice or. - .
structure or deswu being permitted or possi=: o

My tay Dby reason of its. -
leces; the series of slots-all- . -
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around the edge of each block, the right-an-

~gled: pointing: of the blocks; and the curved = -
~orinclined facesof theslotsin theblocks, en~
-ables an. infinite variety of forms, desmm

and structures.tobe made by the ehﬂd as hls- e

11;5?‘ disjoin them..

- Thepointing of the blocks m addttm-ﬂ--lzo
ethe other advantages of it, increases the cons =
“tacting surface, whel ebya stmnﬁ*er jointisef--
| feeted between the blocks and jeoinin mpwces :
so that they will- be capable of making a
-much more extended structure and a n’reatel
-'vanety of structures.. SPEN | RO
~What I claim as my 1mrentmn, and desir an
f-m secure by Letters Patent, is- o

‘mind may suggest; also, by reason. of these: .
features he can with gre eat ease join the parts .
“in any.way he Wlshes so-that they-will re- . .
tain the position deﬁu ed and he 6&11“.:13 1651,(:1---:;-f

o -
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1. A toy comprising blocks wh@se endsare -

.....

ness as to wedwe 1n the slots and hold the
blocks t{)ﬂ‘ether
2. A toy comprising blocks whose ends are

pointed to a right angle and slotted, and re-

movable'joininmpieces of such thickness as
to wedge 1n the SIOth and hold the blocks to-
gether.

3. A toy co mprising blocks whose ends are
pointed to-a right angle and provided with a
slot extending across the end and partially
down each side of the block, substantially as
shown, and removable circular joining-pieces
that wedge into the slots and hold the blocks
together in any desired position.

4. A toy comprising blocks with a series of
slots in their edges, the ends of said slots be-
ing curved or inclined from the edges of the
block, substantially as shown, and removable
joining-piecessubstantially circularand thick
enough to wedge in the slots and hold the
blocks ton‘ether |

In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my
hand this 12th day of March, 1897.

AUGUSTUS M. DE SOUCHET.

Witnesses:

ZULA GREEN,
V. . LOCKWOOD.

_;p{)mted and WhC}SB endb and sides are. Slﬂ)tted B
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