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To all whom 1t may concern:

| Be it known that I, ROBERT W. KELLY, a
~ eitizen of the Unifed States residing at Atchi-

son, in the county of Atehison and State of

Kansas, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Letter-Boxes; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
- and exact descripfion of the invention, such

- as will enable others skilled in the art to

10
. reference being had to the accompanying |
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which it appertains to make and usethe same,

drawings, nhmh form, part of this speclﬁc&-

- tion.

This invention 1elates to mail - boxes. 1n-

tended for letters, parcels, newspapers, and

other mail-matter, and has for its object to

‘provide a ‘box ﬁherem the 1id may be turned

- in either direction to uncovertheslot through
- which the mail is inserted, whereby mail may

20

ZSQ

be deposited through said slo equallyaswell

from either side of the box; also to provide
simple and practical means for opening the
lid by foot-power; and 1t consists in the con-
struction hereinafter described, and more
particularly pointed out in the claims. -
Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is an

 elevation of my improved letter-box, showing |
- the door of the box open and the inner mov-
~able box drawn out to permit the mail to be

collected therefrom. Fig. 2 is .a transverse
vertical section of the same. Tig. 38 is a sec-
tional view of a mail-box for newspapers or
packages, showing the parts in the position

- they oceupy When the 1id is opened by foot-

33

power. Hig. 41is a detail front view of the

- 1id and its attached pelld%nt with the lid in

. gec¢tion.

40

pendant, Fw, G1is a detmi sectional view of

the hood "110116 -
Likenumeralsindicate eouespandm pm ts

~ in the several figures of the drawings.
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1 designates the letteror parcel bax, having

- a hinged door 2 and suitable means for lock-
ing the door, and a hood 3. The hood pro-

Jects upward from the open top of the box

. and is formed in 1ts top with a iongitudinal
~ slot.4, through which the mail is deposmed
~ This slot is covered by a lid 5, which is con-
- nected with a pendant 6, pivoted at 7 to the

5o

hood, and is made to swing in e;i.ther direc-

~ tion. /I'he pendant 1s prefembly hollow and
o Is eenstructed in the form of ac(}ne, as shown ;

| in Figs. 2 and 5,

Fig. 5 is an end viewof said lid and

The lower end of the pend-
ant 8 being heavier than the upper end tends
to hold it in a vertical position with the lid 5
over the slot 4. The upper end of the pend-
ant has angulariugs 10, with screw-plates on
their outer ends cast integml with them.

Thelugs10extend through semicircular open-

ings 11 formed at the upper end of the side
walls 12 of the hood, and the screw-plates on

| the ends of the hws secured to the walls 9 of

the lid by means of serews. . It will be ob-
served that said openings 11 are covered by

| the end walls 9 of the lid, which are located

at a slight distance therefr om; but in order
to afford additional pr eteetlon agalnst the
admission of rain and snow info ishe box and
also to decrease the possibility of abstracting
letters from the box through these openings
the upper ends of the walls of the hood are

preferably formed or provided with L-shaped
| flanges 13, which project over the openings

11. This construction necessitates the an-

gular conformation of the lugs 10 above re-

ferred to. The lid § is preferably formed
with handles for eonvenience in mown@' 1t

| by hand.

From the above desemptmn 1% will be seen
that thelid 5 may be moved by hand ineither

direction to uncover the slot 4 in the top of

the hood for the purpose of depositing mail

{ through the slot from either the front or rear
side of the box. |
vantage 'Of_ my invention, resultin

- This 1s an important ad-
o, 1n many

instances, in the saving of time. When the

1id is released after the mail has been depos-
ited through the slot 4, the lower end of the

pendant 6 being hea,wm on account of 1fs
shape, causes 1t to autemabwallj} assume an
upright position, thereby carrying the lid to
its mormal position over the slot 4. Inmak-
ing the depending part of the pendant cone-
sha,ped. the side walls are perfectly plane
throughout, whereby Liability of letters fail-
ing to drop from the hood into the lower part
of the box when the lid 18 released 1s over-

come.

Rubber-faced projections 14, forming cush-

ioned stops for the pendant 6, are- attached

to the inner 91111?&0&% of the 31de walls of the

hood. -
In the bm: 11is located a removable hox 15,
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having an open top to receive the mail-mat-
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r. This box is drawn out by the collector | what I claim as new, and desue to secure. by? SRR
o eof the mail to give access to the mail therein ;Letters Patent is— : SRR

. and prowdesa most simple means from which | -
. _the mail may be mostconveniently and safely |

"""" ‘The interior of the outer box 1is | t

_____ ; 70 A
& colleeted.
. p10v1ded with lug gs or pins 16 to engage the |1
. inner wall of the inner box 15 and thereby ﬁpendant w:tthm and attached to O
. limit its outward movement; but, if desired, | said parts being constructed so that the lid
the 111'[161 bov; maybe 1em0ved ir om the outel; | may be turned ‘in either direction to permit
..... > | mail to be inserted throu oh the opemnﬂ'flema
SR dumped mto a receptacle 011t51de pmwded | either side of thebox, Substantlally as and f01 é

~ therefor.. The inner box 15 is provided with | the purpose set forth. |
SRR depressmn% 17 or othel smtable means to Sene? |

mdhmd[;sﬁszf§
75

2. In a mail-box, the Cémbmatmn Of the-

| box having a hood formed with an opening
; through which m.;ul 13 dep051ted & hd cover-
| ing Sald opemn ------

1ents I‘m thls pur-: .3mg plane slde w&lls :-md bemn* flee 130 turn in’
| ;pose the end of the pendantms provided with: ;eltheu duectwn w1th1n S"le hoed whereby:
S . alug 20 .Wh.lch_pl ojects toone side of its cen- |1 =
. terand is engaged by the upper end of a ol
. longitudinally-movable rod 21, which passes |
S ;thloufrh a; ﬂ‘mde—bleeve 22, aJttchhed to the |

...... hOOd 3 : : . . : .

R end of bm:l a lonmtudm&llynmovable rod 23 5th1 'oun‘*h WhlGh mml IS depOSIted the hd 'tI ' ; R

. .the wupper end of which 13 connected Wlth |

- said'rod 21 in such manner that they will be. i
. elevated, sa_multaneous]y, and the 10we1 end |

. %S?f??zétre&dles 24, -fu].erumed between 1‘33 or. then:'%
e _ends and pwoted to the lower end of said rod :.set fo‘rt‘h R
: ployed, its | 4. In a mall bmc the combmatwn {}f the 1

. . : B

- head 25 on the upper end of said: md 23,

SRR .prel end will engage the bent lowel end of
35 said rod 21 and 1tq Jower. end will engage a

whereby the lifting of the rod 238 by pr essuTe

applied to the outel end of either of the
treadles 24 will raise said box 15 and cause

the latter similarly to elevate said rod. 21,

thereby causing pressure to be applied to said

lag 20, which pressure turns the pendant 6

and cover 5 and thereby causes the opening

4 to be uncovered. When pressure is re-
moved from the treadle, all the parts are re-
turned by gravity to their normal positions.

Tn a letter-box the box 1 is supported upon
a hollow post 80, into which said rod 24 pro-
jects, and said post 18 formed with transverse
openings 31, through which the treadles ex-
tend and the walls of which -openings form a
fulerum for said treadles. The post 30 has a
transversely-extending pin 32, which projects
through an elongated slot 33, for med near the
lower end of said rod 23, and cooperates with
the walls of said slot to nmde sald rod in its
movements.

When the invention is embodled in a box
for parcels or newspapers, the post 30 is dis-
pensed with and the receptacle or box is sup-
ported at a short distance above the ground
upon legs 35. The longitudinally- movable

rod 23 in thls case is shortened and the treadles
24 are fulecrumed between their ends upon
loops 38 dependmwfmm sald lower end of the
‘box.

Having thus fully described my invention,

having a curved opening in the upper ends

of its end walls, and flanges covering said
curved openings, a lid hawnw anges at its

‘ends to cover sald openings, a pwoted pend-

ant movable in either direction within said

‘hood, and angular lugs extending through
said curved openings and. serving to attach

said pendant to the end walls of smd lid, sub-
stantially as shown and for the purpose set
forth.
5. In a mail - box the combination of the
box having a hood formed with an opening

through which mall is deposited, and with-

cur Ved openings in its end walls, said hood

' having flanges arranged over said eurved

openings at a slight dlstanee therefrom, a lid
having end Wa,lls arranged to cover said
curved openings, a comcal pendant within
the hood, angular lugs extending through
said curved openings a,nd serving to connect
the upper end of the pendant with the end
walls of the lid, the pendant being movable
in either direction within the hood, “and stops
attached to opposite walls of the hood to limit

the movements of the pendant, substantially

as shown and for the purpose set forth.

6. In a mail-box, the combination with: the
box, the lid covering the mail-receiving open-
ing therem the pwoted pendant attached to
S&ld lid, Lhe lug at one side of the center of
the- pendant a longitudinally -movable rod

engaging sald lug, the treadle, and connec-

box having a hood formed with an opening =
ithmugh wlneh mail 1is: depomted the hood
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. tially as shown and for the purpose set forth.
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tions between said rod and treadle, substan-

7. Im a mail-box, the combination with the

- ”.f_bcra' the lid ha;vmﬁ' a pivoted pendant, a lug
on said pendant, a
- rod
- ‘movable rod, a fulerumed lever pivoted to
~ the lower end of said rod, and means between
~ said movable rods for
in unison, substantially as and for the pur-

a longitudinally - movable

engaging said lu Of a longitudinally-

. pose 3et forth.

;1_5
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3. In a mail- b{)“ii the combination with the

~ outerboxand the plm‘fed lid, of an inner mov-.
. ‘able box, means for raising the inner box,
~and connections between said inner box and

~ lid, whereby said lid will be turned when
'smd box is raised, substantially as and for the
purpose seb fmi;h |
9. In a mail-box, the combination with a.
movable receptaclﬁa and the pivotally-sup-
pmted lid for covering the mail- recewmc’*'

a,usinﬂ' them to move _ _
a vertically-movable rod engaging the lower

1 end of the movable box, a treadle for oper-
ating said box, and a movable rod between

| substantially as shown and for the purpose
set forth.

opening, of means for raising said receptacle,

and connectlons between said receptacle and

the 1id whereby raising of the receptacle will

uncover said mail-receiving opening, sub- 25

stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

10. In amail-box, the combination with the
box having a mail-receiving opening, a lid,
a pivoted pendant connected with the lid, a

lug on said pendant, of an inner movable box, 30

the upper end of said inner box and the lug,
35

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
- ROBERT W’ hELLY
W1tnesses
V. BRADBURN,
H. G. HOMER.
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