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To all whom it may concerv:
Be it known that I, MANUEL HIRSH a citi-
zen of the United Stmtes residing at Chwa?‘o

in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have -invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Check-Punches, of which the

~ following is a full, clear, and exact specifica-
tion.
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My mventmn relates to :tml)rmfements in

devices for perforating or punchmw checks

and other negotiable or valuable papers to

insure against the amount or other matter

therein bemg altered without detection; and

my invention is more particularly designed

for the use of small merchants and pmmte |

parfies whose business or need for a check-
punch does not warrant the considerable out-

lay necessary to procure a punch of the de-

sirable and effective types heretofore known.
The object of my invention is to provide an
improved, effective, and inexpensive check-
punch of the described character.
With these ends in view my invention con-

‘sists in certain features of novelty in the con-

struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts by which the said objects and certaln
other objects hereinafter appearing are at-
tained, all as described in the specification,

shown in the drawmﬁ*s, and more particularly
ointed out in the claims.

In the said drawings, Figurel isaside ele-

"~ vation of my improved check-punch. ¥ig. 2

3

is a front view thereof. Fig. 3 is a vertical

transverse section taken on the line 3 3, Fig.

1. Fig. 4 is a detail plan view of the movable

~ jaw and check-feeding carriage hereinafter
- described, and Fig. 5 is a detail vertical sec-

”
g handle if it should be desired to hold the

4

tional view1ll ustmtmg certain m0d1ﬁeat10nfs

hereinafter described. |
In carrying ouf my unfentmn I employ a

frame 1, which is so formed as to constitute

check in the hand while operating it, but this
frame is provided at one end with a down-
turned foot portion 2, which serves to sup-
port the frame 1 upon the fable in a substan-
tially horizontal position, the other end of
the frame 1 being formed with a bifurcated
end whose lower fork or prong 3 curves down-
war dly and is provided with later ally-extend-

ing foot portions 4, which serve, in conjunc- |

plied by the knob 10,

tion with the foot-piece 2, to support ‘th_é de-

vice squarely upon the fable should it be de-

sired to use it in a horizontal position. The
other fork or member 5 of this bifurcated end
of the frame curves upwardly and over the
member 3 and has journaled on its outer
end a die-wheel 6, upon whose periphery are
formed dies 7 in the shape of characters or
figures, which serve to cut or punch the check
or paper.
pin 8, which is journaled loosely in the arm
or member 5, so as to rotate freely therein,
and may be held against withdrawal from
such arm by any suitable device—such, forin-
stance, as a pin 9 passing through the arm
and engaging in a peripheral groove 1n the
pivot 8. The outer extremity of the pivot S

is formed with a knob 10, which serves as a

means for rotating the die-wheel 6 to the de-
sired position, and in order that the operator

may readily determine when the proper die

has reached a position immediately under

This wheel 6 is secured to a pivot-.
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the center of the wheel 6, the rear face of -

the wheel 6 is provided with a number of
notches 11, having beveled or V-shaped edges
in which embwes an elastic or
ated dog or detent 12, which is mounted in a
socket in an upward extensmn 5% of the arm
5 and is held normally in engagement with

the notches 11 by means of a suitable spring

13, but the edges of the notches 11 are not
sufficiently am upt to prevent the rotation of
the die-wheel when sufficient power 1s ap-
If desired, the char-
acters 7 may be duplicated on the outer face
of the die-wheel 6, so as to be visible to the
operator and enable him to determine the po-

spring-actu-
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sition. of the die at the under side oi the

‘wheel, or such characters may be dauplicated

on the periphery of the wheel 6 to one side of

| the dies 7 and in such a relation thereto that
the duplicate number will be at the top and

opposite the extension 5* when the die corre-
sponding thereto is at the bottom of the die-

-wheel and in posifion m effect the punchmn‘

of the check.

- Pivoted at 14 to each side of the fmme 1,
so as to project forwardly between the mem-—
bers 3 5, are arms 15 16.
these arms are formed with or joined to a

block or plate 17, whose upper side 1s_pw-
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 vided with converging flanges 18 19, which
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i ‘may be of a similar length, or,
.20

form means for holding a plate 20, whose
edges are beveled and fit under said flanges,

as more clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 4, where-

by the plate is capable of sliding to and fro

on the block 17. This plate 20 is provided

~ is inserted a filling of rawhide 22, gutta-
~. . percha, or any other yielding material, but
preferably rawhide, for foreing the check
- firmly against the dies 7 and causing the pa-
per to-be punched or perforated without in-
. Jury to the.die, thus avoiding the necessity -
of employing a female die. - This opening 21
1s about as long'as a line composed of six or
- eightnumbers, which are sufficient to express
. the maximum amount of checks used in or- |
. dinary business, and the rawhide filling 22

1L desired, a

small block 22¢ of the rawhide

. . block 17 and would be independent of the
- plate 20, so that -the latter might move for- |
- ward with the check, the filling 22* in this

_ - instance, of course being projected upwardly

through the opening in the plate 20, so as to |
. be flush with the surface of the latter, and a
. portion of the block 17, if desired, being also

. extended upwardly flush with the surface of

. the plate 20, so as to prevent the
S L T

Fig. 5. Secured to the upper side of this
plate 20 1s a check-holder composed, prefer-

ably, of a sheet of thin metal, comprising a

horizontal flat portion 23, having an opening
or slot 24, coinciding with the slot 21 in the
plate 20, and a pair of arms 25, arranged at
each end of the plate 23, which curve rear-
wardly, upwardly, and then forwardly, and
carry over the plate 23 a second plate 26,
which 1s immediately over and parallel with
the plate 23, and is also provided with an
opening which is coincident with the open-
ing in the plate 23, the purpose of these open-
ings in the plates 23 26 being to permit the
dies 7 to come into engagement with the
check. The outer edges of the plates 23 26
are curved in opposite directions, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 2, so as to be capable of readily
receiving thecheck betweenthem. Thearms

20 are curved upwardly in the manner de-.

scribed for the purpose of permitting the

check being pushed under the punch the de-
Theends of the plate 26 have
struck-up tongues 27, which curve down-
wardly against the plate 23 and form means
for clamping the check against the plate 23

sired distance.

and causing it to move forward with the plate
20 and parts 23 26, which constitute the check-
carriage. |

1The Inner edge of the plate 20 is provided
with a series of teeth 28, and pivoted to a boss
or projection 23 on the under side of the arm

lling may be
‘arranged immediately under the center of |
‘the wheel 6, so that it will always be under
‘the die doing the punching. When such
‘modification is employed, the rawhide filling

illing 22
from being mashed out of shape, as shownin

518 a pawl, 1n the form of a bell-crank lever,
‘whose: one ‘arm 30 is: pivoted to a link 31,
| whichi1s connected at itslower end bya pivot-
pin 32 to the block 17. The other arm 33 of

this pawl is in the form of a flat spring, which -~

U | presses against the notched edge 28 of the
- withalongitudinal opening orslot 21,in which. -

plate 20 and which when the block 17 rises

and falls in the act of punching  the check

5

engages with the teeth 28 and causes theplate
20 and parts carried thereby to move forward -~ =
the distance of one space.. When the block = =

17 descends, the spring 33 passes over the

teeth 28 without moving the plate 20'and en-
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egages with the next tooth in readiness to ad- =
vance the plate 20 another space. In order =~
that the plate 20 may not be given a retro-

grade movement by the friction of thespring
i 33 in passing over the inclines of the teeth 28,
| I'provide a dog 34, which is so arranged asto
| engage behind the teeth 28 and prevent the
sald retrograde movement of the plate 20, but -
as the plate moves forward this spring is au-
tomatically deflected by the advancing tooth
|-and drops behind the suceeeding tooth when
‘would of course be permanently fixed in the

9o f

the movement of the plate 20 ceases. ' This =~
dog 34 is formed with a shaft 35, whieh is
Journaled in perforated earsorlugs 36, formed =

on the side of the arm 15, and it is provided

'9?5:5'.

with a releasing-lever or thumb-piece 37,

which, if desired, may be formed with aspring-

tailpiece 38, bearing against the side of the = S
arm 15 and serving to hold the dog 84 nor-

| mally in engagement with the teeth 28, as :
| shown in Fig. 4.  When the thumb-pieec 37

is pressed toward the arm 15, the dog 84 will =~ =

be released and the c¢heck-carriage, with the
plate 20, may be returned to its former po-

‘sition. |

The arm 3 is split, as shown at 39, Figs. 2
and 3, so as to form an opening, and in this
opening 1s pivoted on a pin 40 an operating-
lever 41, whose upper end projects upwardly
through an opening 42 in the portions 1 and
5, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1, and its
relation to the portion 1 is such that the
punch may be held in one hand and the lever
41 and portion 1 squeezed together for oper-
ating the device. The lower end of the lever
41 is provided with an upturned portion 43,
inwhichis journaled aroller 44, the upturned
portion 43 being provided with ears 45, in
which a pin or pintle 46 of the roller 44 is
journaled at each end. This roller bears un-
der the plate or block 17 and serves to force
the section of rawhide supported thereon
firmly against the lower one of the dies 7 and
thus punch the check. If desired, the under
side of the block 17 may be provided with
slotted flanges 47, in which slots the ends of
the pintles 46 are continued, so as to compel
the plate 17 to descend when the pressure on
the lever 41 isreleased. When the parts are

in their normal position, the flanges 47 rest
upon the upper edges of the foot-pieces 4.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new therein, and desire to secure
| by Letters Patent, is—
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-~ frame, a die-wheel pwoted to said frame, a
o jaw pwoted to said frame, a lever pivoted in

-~ said frame and having a roller provided with
projecting pintles and being adapted to en-.

o gage with said Jaw and f0rce it against said
'_(he wheel, said jaw being pmwded with slot-

- ted ﬂanﬂ*es in which said pmtles engage, sub- |
| 'stantmlly as set forth.

10 2. A check-punchhaving in combination a

 die- wheel, a pivoted jaw arranged under said
. dle-wheel means for forcing sald jaw toward
sald wheel a check carriage or support slid-
ing upon said jaw and bemg provided with
ﬂ1e overhanging plate 26 provided with down- |

1. A chéck—pumh having m combination a

| turned tt}nﬂ*ues 27 for gripping the check, sub-

stantially as set forth.

3. A check-punch having in combination
the frame 1 provided with the feet 2 4 and
the arms 3 5, a rotary die-wheel pivoted to
sald arm 5, a jaw piveted between the arms

'3 9, the lever4l pwoted 1n sald frame and en-
gaging under said jaw for forcing it toward

i _sa,ld dle—wheel and means for holding and ad-
vancing the check between said jaw “and dw— 2 5

wheel, Sub%ta,ntlaﬂy as set forth.
_ MANUEL HIRSH.
- Witnesses: | |
- JNo. G. ELLIOTT,
BE1.81m NEMETT.
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