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To all whom it may concermn:

Beit knownthatl, JAMES MONRORE bRoww
a citizen of the Umited States, residing at Ex
eter, in the county of Scott and State of I1li-
nois, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Locks; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, ¢lear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will .
enable others skilled in the art fo which 1t

appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
locks, and has special reference to a lock to
be used upon mail bags or pouches, boxes,

eates, or, in fact, a lock to be used in any situ-
s&tmn ‘where it wauld efficiently 0pemte

The main object of my invention is the pro-
vision of a lock which can be attached to a
mail-bagorbox,whichisautomatically locked
and unlocked—thatis,thelateh partisthrown
out of the casing as soon as the lateh is re-
leased by the locking mechanism—and which

is simple, durable, and inexpensive for the

intended purpose.

To attain the desired ﬂbgjeets the'invention

consists of a lock embodying novel features
of construction and combination of par ts,sub-
stantmll) as disclosed herein.

Figure 1 represents a top plan view of my
lock with the top or lid removed, showing the
mechanism in the position it assumes when
locked., Kig. 21s a similar view of my lock,
showing the mechanism in the position it as-
sumes when the lock is released; and Fig. 3

ig a detall perspective view of the palts of the |

mechanism detached.

In the drawings the numeral 1 deswnates
the casing, ¥ xrhmh consists of the base- plate 2,
which is secured upon the mail-bag or place

upon which the lock is used in any suitable

manner, having the flange or rim 3, rising

- upward therefrom, provided with the opening

4 for the insertion of the tongue 5, which has
the arrow-shaped head 6, the purpose of which
will be stated hereinafter, which opening 4
hasthe guide-wallorflanges 7 leading thereto.

I provide a cover or lid 8, which snugly fits

. over the casing and 1s secured thereon by

“means of serews orother suitable means, and
which has formed therethrough the keyhole
g, and which also has the name or advertise-
ment receiving plate 10 secured thereon.

‘whose loop 21 18

| vers or tumblers 17, 26, and 27, sald levers or
tumblers 26 and 27 fitting upon posts 14 and

the tumbler 27.

briefly stated, it is as follows: The locking-

On the base-plate and projecting upward
therefrom are the posts or lugs 11, 12, 13, 14,
15, and 16, upon which the locking mechan-
ism 18 seemed in place and oper &tes

- Fitting upon the postorlug iilistheleveror
tumbler 17 which consists of notched head
18, which eﬂgages one side of the head 6 of
the tongue 5, and the long arm 19, which is
pressed upon by one arm of the spring 20,
itted around the post 12.
Thislever or tumbler 17 has the slot 22 formed
therein, through which passes the arm 23 of
the spring 24, which fits upon the lug or post
13, and by reason of the long arm 25 of this
spring pressing against the rim of the casing
the head of the tongue 5 is kept in contact
with the notches 18, 26%, and 27 of the le-
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15. The lever 26 is formed with the bent-up
lug 29, which abuts against the side of the
tumbler 27, having the notched head 30, and
which fits on the post 15 to keep the lever 27
the proper distance forward, (which, from the
drawings, it will be nmlced 18 not quite so
far. fmwald as the head of the lever or tum- |

| bler 26,) and which forms a holder until the

head of the lever 26 1s released from engage-
ment, said lever 26 being operated upon by 8o
the key, which fits on the post 16 first as the
edge 31 of the said lever projects from under
These tumblers 26 and 27
are both formed with the long arms 32 and
33, which are acted upon by the split ends 34
and 35 of the spring 20, and as the end of the
tambler 26 extends from under the tumbler
27 the split end 34 of the spring 1s bent out
of line with reference to the other split end,
so that the same spring keeps both ends of
the tumblers in the proper position. |
To the end of the locking-tongue 5 may be
attached the ordinary strap used in the mail-
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service, or it may be attached to the box or
| what not by means of a staple or, in fact, any

g5
sultable rastening.

- From the fmefrmna* description, taken in
connection with th@ dr awings, the operation
of my lock will be readily understood; but,
100
tongue is pushed into the casing throngh the

| guideway, and as the tongue is pointed the




jaws (formed by notches in the ends of the

S tumblers)of thelocking mechanism areforced

ing it more tightly in the jaws. -
- leasethelocking mechanismitissimplyneces--

apart until the noteches on the tongue are en-
gaged by the jaws and the spring 24 operates

upon theend of the tongue, pushing or press-
Now to re-

sary to insert and turn the key, which presses

~the tumblers outward away from each other,

IO

in Fig. 2.
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and the bearing-spring 24 then forces the
tongue ‘0111: beyond reach of the jaws,asshown |
It will thus be seen that I provide
a 100]{ which automatically locks and which
‘throws the tongue out of reach of the lock-
| ing mechamsm when released, which may be

attached to mail-bags, boxes, and the like,
- and which is extremely simple, very durable,
~and cheap, thus rendering my lock very use-
- ful and pr actwal Whele Sueh a Iock may be
-11sed - |

1 01&1111%— -

1. In a lock the combmatlon w1th Lhe loek—- |

ing-tongue, of the base-plate having mounted

"theleon the casing and loeking meehamsm
sgid locking mechamsm consmtmw of the'

three levers or tumblers, two of said tumblers

being fulerumed on different lugs and pass-

ing one beneath the other, the spring adapted
toforce the long ends of the tumblers outward

‘having one of its arms split and having its
- ends out of line, and the spring for holdmﬂ'f

the tongue snun'ly and firmly in the jaws or

o between the heads of the tumblers and adapt-

4.0

S ed when the tongue is released to force it out |

of the reach of sald Jaws.

ing therein for the insertion of the tongue and
having guides leading to said opening, the
locking mechanism mounted upon said base-
plate and consisting of the three tumblers or
levers having theu short ends notched and

the other tumbler 1est1ng upon said

forming a Jaw to receive the head of the lock-
mﬂ»tonn‘ue one of said tumblers adapted to. :

ha,ve its head and long arm out of line with

first-men-

tioned tumbler, the tumbler having the notech

press them apart and force the jaws 010‘%61 to-

gether and having the ends of one arm split
‘and out of line o correspond with the two
‘tumblers constituting the other side of the
locking mechanism, Emd a spring secured on
the base-plate and having one arm pressing
against the side of the casing and the other
“arm passing through the slot on one of the
ftumblers and exertmw a tension on the end of -

the locking-tongue in order to hold it tightly

1 in the jaws whﬂe in a locked position and to
force itoutof reach of the jaws When theloek-

ing mechanism is released.

or slot on its upper surface near 1ts head and
forming one side of the locking mechanism,
‘a spring secured on the base- pl:;mte between_ -
‘the long arms of the said tumblers and hav-
ing its arms bearing upon said Jong arms to

50

3 In a lock, the combm&tmn .Wlth the 100k-' |

mn'-tonn'ue, of the base-plate having mounted

thereon the casing and locking mechamsm

“said locking mechamsm con51st1nﬂ‘ of the
- three 1everjs or tumblers having the notched

heads forming a jaw, and the long arms, the R

-Spring havmﬂ' two arms, one ot whlch 1S spht -

to press a,ﬂ*a,mst two of the long arms and the .

other pressing against the other long arm to ;
force the notched heads toward each other,

and the spring for keeping the lockin ﬂ‘-tonﬂ‘ue -

by the jaw of the tumblers.
In testimony whereof I afﬁx my swnatme.

in presence of two witnesses.
JAMES MONROE BROWN.

VV1tnes~ses
JOHN ALLEN,
GEORGE V. LITTLE.

Lo “in place and foreing it outward when 1eleasedi |
| - 2. In alock the combination with the 100]:1-—- | .
. ing-tongue having the notched end, of the |-

_ " 3o
: base-plfa,te,t having the casing with the open- |
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