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To all whone Tt muay concern.:
Be it known that I, Isaac N. WEITZEL, of
Rochester, in the emmtv of Monroe and State

of New Ymk have invented a new and use-
ful Impr ovement in’ Devices for Closing Di- .

vides in Dress- Skirts, which improv ement is
fully set forth in the following specification
and shown in the accomp&nymw drawings.
The skirts of women’s dresses are formed
with whatis known as a ¢ placket-hole” or di-
vide at the back, this opening consisting of
a slit extending from the band ver tleally
downward nine or ten inches, more or less,

the band also being vertically divided to cor- |-

respond with the slit. The ends of the bands
where divided are commonly provided with

‘simple fasteners, as hooks and eyes or pins,

for holding them together, no other provision

being made for Leepmﬂ' the placket-hole or

dnnde closed. As a result it frequently oc-
curs that when the wearer sits or draws the
skirt to one side while passing over mud or

other matter liable to soil the skirt this open- |

ing is caused to gape, contrary to the wish of
the wearer of the garment. To remedy this

difficulty and prwide means whereby said

opening may be always kept closed while the

‘garmentisworn is the object of my invention.
which I style a ‘‘dress-

This invention,
satety,” consists of a two-part mefal clasp

%o be secured to the meeting ends of the
hand,

each part of the clasp being provided
with a thin pendent strip of metal or similar

firm material extending downward along the

sides of the placket-hole or divide and plvot-—
ally connected at their lower ends. These
pendent strips are perforated and stitched to

the cloth of the garment at the edges or sides
of the plﬂ;eketuhale or divide, so that the lat-

ter becomes, as it were, metal bound. When
the ends of the band are brought together

and secured by the clasp, one stup laps or

rests upon the other, the two thus holding

- the edges of the cloth at the placket-hole se-

curely together and so preventing ‘the ﬂ'a,pmn

of said opening.

The invention is hereinafter more fully de-

claims,
Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 shows
the device spread at the top. Fig. 2 shows

the same when closed. ¥ig. 3 shows the re- |

- verse faces of the clasps.

clasp detached
of the device to a dress- bLiI £.

or other simple pivotal fasteners.

Fig. 4 1s an edge
view of the device with some parts omitted
seen as indicated by arrow in Fig. 2. Fig. 5
is a horizontal section through the dotted line
o o 1in Fig. 2. Fig. 6 shows one part of the
Iig. 7 shows the application
IFig. 5 isdrawn
to a scale larger and IFig. 7 to a scale smaller
than that of the remaining figures.

- Referring to the dr&wmm; A B are the two
pa-rts of the clasp adapted-ta be secared, re-
spectively, to the meeting ends of the divided
band C of the dress-skirt D. These parts of
the clasp are equal and alike as to size and
outline and are preferably made of sheet

metal, one part, A, being formed with a hook

or tonﬂ*ue a, Figs. '3 and 9, to catch upon or
engage the 013]161_ part, b, to hold the ends of
the band together. The part B is preferably
formed with a downturned part b, serving to
reinforce and round the edge of the part B
in contact with the hook or tongue.

The parts of the clasp are formed with
openings or eyelets ¢, by means of which they
may be fastened to the skirt- band either by
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stitching through the opemnﬂs or by means
of the eyelets themseh*es in a manner that

Is common.
Each part of the clasp is formed with a hori-

zontal opening d, ¥ig. 6, near its lower edge,

in which to receive a thm pendeént Sheet-

metal loop ¢, having its ends bent down par-

( allel with each Gthel, as shown in Fig. 3.

aqe

Between the ends of these U-shaped 100pq |

are placed the upper ends of equal and simi-
lar thin narrowstrips f ¢, preferably of metal,

secured to the respective loops by eyelets /1 A
_ The lower
ends of these strips are also brought together,
so as to lap one upon the other, and joined
by an eyelet 7 or other simple device allow-
1ng a pivotal motion of the parts upon each
other. The strips thus connected with the
loops pend from the latter, the whole being

| supported by the paris Of the clasp. The

strips f and g are curved, as shown in Fig.
4, to correspond to the form of the wearer, and
when the device is constructed as above de-
scribed the strips may be swung laterally to

the right or the left, as indicated by dotted
lines in Ifig. 2, these motions being made

upon the fasteners or eyelets 2 2 as pivotal
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o .o centers.: Also these strips may be swung in | of the device are covered and out of sight:
v oo directions toward orfrom the wearer, as in- | when the placket-hole is closed, as stated.
i dicated by dotted lines in IFig. 4, these mo- | The edges m of the plates or parts A and
oo tlons belng permitted on account of theloops: B of ‘thea clasp may be ornamented to suit
=:g2%ia;;'-5efas;;f_;5;fturmm_uponthepmtsorbemmnfskofthewtaste S R BEEEREEERS S 40
oo elasps. o Also the pivot eonnection at ¢ be- | ‘Whatlela.im asmymventlanls-'——-'*w‘zf?v
tween the strips allowsthedevice to bespread | . 1. A device forclosingthe divide of a dress-
------------ or opened at the top, as Shown m F]ﬂ 1 or ésLut consisting of a fwo- -part clasp, a pend-
""""" elosed as shown in Fig. 2. " | ent loop JOmedpwotaﬂytﬁeach part of said
e I applymw this dewce to a dmss skut D | clasp, and thin strips, secured pivotally to 45 = -
. asshownin Irig. 7, the part B of the claspi is | saidrespectiveloops, and pivotally connected i
oo seeured on the outer surface of the band at | at their lower ends, said stripsbeing adapted  :
. .. . one end,; while the part A issecured to the in- | to swing or turn either laterally sidewise, or = 1 =
oiiioe o ooromer f,.:we of - the band at the opposing end. | in directions forward or back, 'substa;ntmlly EEREENENE
oo oooas - Thetwostrips /g, which are perforated along | as and for the purpose smmﬁed S R R N
SEREE RN ~ their edges at n n, are secured to the respec- | 2. A device for closing the dwlde ofadx_ea SR L
SRS U R ;twe'edﬂ'es of the cloth at the sides of the di- | slﬂlt consistingof a two-patt clasp, each plal't i
o yide by being stltched_thr_oufrh.@t said perfo- | bem'D formed: m_th a ‘horizontal slot near its
______ rations. The overlapping strip 7 is secured | lower edge, and a U-shaped loop oceupying
i i z0 om0 the inner or under surface of thecloth and | each of said slots, in combination with pend- i35
------ covered by the latter and the underlapping | ent: strips havmﬂ" their upper ends inserted
R strip ¢ being secured on the outer face of the | between the pendent branches of said respec-
o oo cloths When the two ends of the band Care | tive loops and pivotallysecured therein, said
""" blourrht together and clasped, the hook or | strips being curved below the loops :a,nd COn-
------------ 25 tontrue ¢ passes: in under the part B at [ (see | nected PIVOMHF at theirlower ends, the strips 6o
RN R -also Fig. 5) between the band and said part “being adapted to swing both ]Late’rallyand --------
------------- B. The clasp 18 so: formed fthat when the | forwardandbackward substzmtmlly asshown
SEEEEEE TS partsa1ethusbwufrhttowethel andf%tened??and deseribed. o
o tElpipgitiriiipiiad the part A e"mctly covers and hides the part |  In witness whereof I have hereunto set my - -
______ 30 , B, as shown in Fig. 2, while the overlapping ;hcmd this 1st day of  October, 1897, in the 65
SRR . . strip: 7 exactly covers and hides the under: fpresence of twa subscubmﬁ* witnesses. 0
o ostrip g, the placket-hole or divide being thus | R ISAAO N W”EITZEL SEERES
______ effectually closed, and as the cloth of the . VV1tnesses
. skirt and of the band covers thestmpfa,nd """ - KExNos: B WHITMORE | Z Zf _ R
... .. .35 the part A of theclasp, Iespectwely, all parts M. L. WINSTON. 0
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