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T all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL S. MARLEY, of
Wilmington, in the county of New Castle and

State of Delaware, have invented certain new
& anduseful Improvementsin En velop-Moisten-

ers, of which the following is a specification.
| the extent to which the moistureis evaporated

The object of my invention is to provide et-
ficient and expeditious means for moistening
- the flaps of envelops and the like preparatory
10 1o sealing. S ] o
My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein—
Figure 1 is a perspective view. I'ig.21s a
. vertical section in a plane indicated by the
15 line 2 ¢ in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a vertical section
indicated by the line 3 3 in Fig. 1. -
A is a thin flat platen having, preferably,
snbstantially the contour of the gummed por-
tion of an envelop-flap. This platen 1s com-
20 posed of a sheet-metal base « and a pad 0, of
felt or other similar moisture absorbing and
retaining material which has the capacity ot

conducting water by capillary attraction and

which I will hereinafter referto as the *“ capil-
28 lary” pad. |

The capillary pad D covers practically the
entire upper surface of the sheet-metal base «

and isheld in place and secured to the base by |
' be sealed very rapidly, the moistener being

bending over or overturning the edges c of the

so base, as shown. - |
Bisawater-reservoirrising from the platen,
wwhich ig covered at its top by any suitable
stopper, such as d, and secured at its bottom,
by soldering or otherwise, to the metallic base
a of the platen Aand above the capillary pad.
The capillary pad b extends beneath the res-
ervoir and constitutes the bottom thereof, so
that consequently the water in the reservoir

rests upon the material of which the pad is

- 40 composed. The sides of the water-reservolr
B are preferably permanently secured at 1ts
lower end to the metallic base of the platen,
as before stated: but there is a space on the
| front gide of the bottom of the reservolr, be-

45 tween the same and the metallic base a, con-

stituting an opening for the outflow of water..

~ This opening, however, is filled with the ma-
terial of the capillary pad. :

As a consequence of the described construc-

¢o tion the water within the reservoir is drawn

3

| from the same only by capillary attraction.
‘As the result the eapillary pad is kept moist

so long as there is water in the reservoir, and
the water is drawn from the reservolir as
needed solely by capillary attraction, the wa-

ter thus being replenished in proportion to

from or withdrawn from the pad.

~ Themannerin which the envelop-moistener

is used is apparent. The platen of the mois-
tener is inserted under the flap of an envelop
when in position for sealing, the flat thin con-
struction of the platen and attached pad
adapting them for this purpose, and the flap
is then pressed down upon the face ot the cap-
illary pad, whereby the gum on the envelop-
flap is moistened. The platen is then wibh-
drawn by a sliding movement from beneath

the flap, which is then pressed down upon the

body of the envelop. If the envelop 1s the
top of a pile of envelops, it may be removed
from the pile when the platen is still beneath
the flap. -The envelop-moistener may then
be used as a rubber to seal the moistened flap,

| the under side of the base a being even and

smooth for this purpose and the upwardly-
projecting reservoir B serving as a handle.
With the aid of this appliance envelops can

manipulated by one hand and the envelops by
the other hand. The moistener is of light
weight and compact, and therefore readily
manipulated. | |

I claim as my invention—

1. An envelop - moistener comprising, in
combination, a platen having an exposed cap-
illary pad on its upper face and adapted to be
inserted under the flap of an envelop when

in position for sealing, and a waber-reservolr

rising from said platen and having an open-
ing at its bottom and front into which sald

in contact with the water in said reservoir,
substantially as set forth.

2. An envelop - moistener comprising, in
combination, a platen having an exposed cap-
illary pad on its upper face and adapted to be

| inserted under the flap of an envelop when

in position for sealing, and a water-reservoir
rising from said platen, the bottom of sald
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capillary pad extends so that the said pad 1s
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‘reservoir consisting of the said capillary pad |

with which the water in
zllmedmte contaet, sub%tautm}ly as set forth. :

3. An ewelop mm‘stener having; in combi-
5 :a,tmn a base constituting a flat platen, an
NERES exposed C&plﬂdl‘}/ pad on: its upper face con-

. forming in.outline to the gummed portion of

..o ooAan @nveh}p ﬂap, sald platen and attached pad

.. Dbeing adapted to be inserted under the fla pof’

an. envelop when in position for sealing

,and a:

o watber -reservoir secured  to the base 1‘18111“ |
- therefrom, and having an opening at its bot. |

. tom and front the c&plllary pad extending

- Into and elasmﬂ* this: opemno* so ‘that all the

said reservoir is in -

water in the moistener is in
said reservoir above the pad and the water is =
drawn from the reservoir by eapﬂlary attrae-: NS
tion, the said reservoir also constituting a ¢
éhandle for mampulatmw Lhe demce, substfm—; BERS
étlally as set forth. -
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said pad and in

15

In witness whereof I ha,ve hel‘eunt(} sig nect SRR

W’l‘lnesses SRR
III’N“'RY O CONRAD
- BALDWIN SPRINGL‘R_ o

§my name in: the presence Of two Subscnbm a
éwltnesqeq :

SA\[UEL s MARIE& o
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