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To all whom it may concern: .
. Be it known that I, ALLEN A. BOWSER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ifort

Wayne, in the county of Allen and State of
Indiana, have invented a new and useful Im-
- provement in Washboards, of which the fol-
| eceive the lower edge of the splash-iender D,

-~ lowing is a specification. |
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, :

- This invention relates to washboards.

The object of the invention is to simplify
o and improve the construction of washboards
- and to render the same more efficient and du-
-~ rable. | |

The invention consists, substantially, in

" the construetion, combination, location, and .
‘relative arrangement of parts, all as will be
- more fully hereinafter set forth, as shown in

~ the accompanying drawings and finally spe-

' cifically pointed out in the appended claims. |
- Referring to the accompanying drawings
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and to the various views and reference-signs

- appearing thereon, Figure 1 is a front view
- of a washboard constructed. in accordance

o with tlh@ prineiples of my invention.

Fig. 2

~ is a central longitudinal sectional view of the
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~ reference-sign in both views of the drawings.
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I the splash-fender.

same on the line 2 2, Fig. 1. -

The same part is designated by the same

Reference-sign A designates the side bars

of the washboard-frame; B, the backboard;

C, the corrugated-metal rnbbing-surface, and
The side bars A of the

~ frame are provided with grooves K K and I

- F on their inner or opposing edges, as indi-
catedinthe drawings, said grooves I ¥ adapt-

ed to receive the edges of the splash-fender

- D. The metal sheathing. forming the rub-

~ bing-surface C has a flange G at one end

- thereof adapted to be inserted in a kerf in
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o one of the cross-hars of the backboard B—

say, for instance, the upper cross-bar—and
the other end of said sheathingisbent around

- the lower edge of the lower cross-bar, and
- the flange H of said sheathing is inserted in

" a kerf in said lower eross-bar.
‘however, that the sheathing may be secured

- to the backboard B or the cross-bars com-

posing the same in any other suitable, de-
sirable, and convenient manner, and I donot
desire tolimit myself in this particular to the
exact form shown and described. The back-
board is composed of two or more discon-

“when it becomes dry.

| as clearly indicated at J, Fig. 2.

It 1s evident,

| Fig. 2, in order to accommodate for expan-

sion and contraction due to the swelling of
the wood when wet and the shrinking thereof

the backboard B is provided with a saw kert
or groove in the edge thereotf adapted to re-

If desired,
the back surface of the backboard B may be

corrugated to form a rubbing-surface; but it
| is evident that such rubbing-surface may, if
| desired, be dispensed with.

| The several parts of the washboard are as-

sembled by inserting the ends of the cross-

| bars of the backboard B in the grooves K E

of the side bars A and nailing or otherwise
securing the same therein. The splash-fen-
der D is then introduced by sliding the same
down into the grooves I I until the lower end
J thereof is received adjacent to the upper
edge of the top cross-bar of the backboard B
or else is received in the kerf formed in the

upper edge of the cross-bar. The splash-fen-
der is then nailed or otherwise secured in
place.
that provision is made for expansion or ¢on-
traction of the washboard, and I produce a

From this construction it will be seen

neat and sightly-appearing washboard, and
the splash-fender by occupying a place be-
tween the front and back edges of the side
bars A is protected during the handling and

transportation of the washboard, and thus ob-
jectionable buckling is prevented. It will

also be seen that buckling of the spiash-fen-
der and also of the metal sheathing C is pre-

vented during the swelling and shrinking of

the board whilein use. Moreover, by the con-
strnetion above described a ledge is formed
at the upper edge of the back or base board
B and at the lower end of the splash-fender

The top cross-bar of
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on both sides of the board, thereby providing -

a support for the soap when the rubbing-sur-
face on either side of the board is used.
In case the lower end of the splash-fender
is inserted in the kerf in the upper edge of
the top eross-bar of the backboard B, I pro-
vide the said splash-fender with the perfora-
tions L, whereby the drippings or accumu-
lated water may pass through and drain back
into the tub. Of course it will be understood
that the same necessity for such perforations

 nected cross-bars, as shown most clearly in | L will not exist when the lower end of the
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of the splash-fender.

splash-fender is not 1]1‘5611.6(‘1 in such kerf, for |
~In such case the water can pass under the. end-
- The splash-fender at |
“the upper end thereof 18 bent over to con- |
form to the shape of the ends of the side bars
- A and is secured thereto in any convenient |

way.
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I‘mm the f01 egoing deserlptmn 113 will be

‘seen that I pr ovide an. eﬁieeedmn‘ly simple, in-.
expensive,and efficient washboard of neat ap--
- pearance and wherein, if desired, a metallic
rubbing-surface is prowded on one side with |
& coapemtmw ledge or support for the soap,
- and a wooden rubbmﬁ' surface is provided
on the other side; also with a supporting--
o _ledcre for the soap.

- SIT able arran n‘ement‘, ‘for the reason that the |
~ same quality of rubbing-surface may not al-

- ways be desirable for d1ffelent qualivies of
fabrics, the fabries of finer quality not re- |
. quiring the energetic rubbing nor the hard-:

ness of 1nbbmn*-surfaee that is required by

I‘hls 1s frequently a de-

- fabrics of less fine quality.  For this gsame

s
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- reason the splash-fender serves its purpose
when either side of the washboard is used, al-

- though, as shown in the drawings, said qplash- -'
- fender at the upper end is bent for wardly in
. ‘amanner to overarch the metal-sheathed rub-

-~ bing-surface, but when the other side of ther
-'.boald is used there is less energetic rubbing

~and hence less danger or hablhty of spl&sh-'
- ing the water.

By my construction and ar-

- mwement_ I also provide a construction

D -.Wherein' packing,
____35-1

- struction or in shipping orin use, is avoided.
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WhileI haveshown and described a specific
construction and arrangement, it is obvious
that many variations and chan ges in the de-
tails, size, proportions, and relatwe arrange-
ments of parts would readily suggest them-—

selves to persons skilled in the art and still
fall within the spirit and scope of my inven-
tion. I donotdesire, therefore, to be limited
or restricted to the exact details shown and
described; but, having now set forth the ob-

jeet and nature of my invention and a form

of means embodying the same, and
Having described the construetion, fune-
tion, and mode of operation thereof, What I

claim as new and useful and of my own in-

vention, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States, is—

~1n codperatin

handling, and shipping of.
the boards are famhtated and wherein buck- |
 ling of the splash-fender or of the metal rub-

. bin'fr*—'surfaee, whether in the course of con- |
| erabm

596,9’?6 |

1. Inawashboar d, the side bars groovedon =

splash-fender having its edﬂes received in

-thew opposite edﬂ'es, a base-board having a
rubbing - surface arranged with the ends
thereof to be received in the grooves in said
side bars, said side bars also provided with
kerfs in the opposite edges thereof, and a
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i sald kerfs, and bent over the ends of said side
“bars smd splash - fender and base - board -
adapted to besecured to sald side bars ; Qs and-

: f(n the purpose set forth. -

2. In a washboard, side bars hamnﬂ* codp-
erating grooves and kerfs in the opposnse faces -

‘thereof, a base-board having a kerf in the up-
- per edﬂ'e thereof carrying the rubbing-sur-
face, smd{ base-board made m.sepamte. SeC-
tions, each section having its ends arranged
g grooves in said side bars, and
‘& splash-fender having its edges arranged in.

cooperating kerfs in Smd sufle bars, and hav-
ing its lower end arranged in the Kerf in the

upper edge of said b:a,se board; said fender

3. In a washboard, side bars having codp-.
~erating grooves in the opposed faces thereof,

70 '..ﬁ
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-extending to the ends of said bars and bent
-thereover as and for the purpose set forth. - -
.

a base-board made in separate sections, each

section having its ends arranged to. be ro-
~¢elved in said. coopemtmﬂ* orooves in sald side
| bars, a metallic sheathing for oneside of said
'base board, said Sheathlnﬂ‘ formingarubbing-
t-surface, and 2 's-tpla;sh-fen-d 61-'-_-him+in g_.the'edgesf .

thereof received in their ecodperating grooves -

in said side bars; and arranged to extend to

the ends of said bars and bent ther eovel EL‘S.
and for the purpose set forth. |

4. In a washboard, side bars having coop-

a base-bo::u"d made in separate sections, each
section having the ends thereof received in
the cooperating grooves of said side bars, said
base-board having a rubbing-surface formed
on one side thereof, and a metallic sheath-
ing, forming a rubbing-surface, applied to the
other side thereof, and asplash-fender having
1ts edges arranged in codperating grooves in
sald side bars, thereby forming a ledge or

support on both sides of said board; as and-

for the purpose set forth.:
In witness whereof I have hereuntoset my
hand this 11th day of February, 1897.
- ALLEN A. BOWSER.
Witnesses:
ROBERT V. CRAGG,
J. W. MINNICH.

grooves in the_oppr)s.1te edges there.of S
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