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To all whom ¢t may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN S. GILILLAND, re
siding at Decatur, in the county of Wise and
State of Texas, haveinvented a new and use-
ful Wire-Fence Tightener, of which the fol-
Iowing is a %p%@lﬁ@&tli)ﬂ

This invention has relation to certain im-
provementsin wire-fence tools, and more par-
ticularly to an improved tightening device.
An object of my invention is to provide an

wireof a fence may be drawn partially around
any sized post, so that any sag in the wire will
be remedied and all slack taken out.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a fence-tcol so constructed that the
strands of fence-wire may be stretched wholly
or partially around the post to permit of the
securing thereto of a fastening-wire, whereby

the fence-strands are gtietched and seeurely

held.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a wire-fence tool or tightening device
simple in construction and eompoqed of but
a few strong and inexpensive parts.

With th@_se and other objects in view my

invention consists in certain novel features
of construction and in combinalions and ar-

rangements of parts that will be more fully

described hereinafter and then specifically
pointed out in the appended claims.

In order that my invention may be fully
understood, I will now proceed to describe

“the same, with reference tothe accompany ing

drawings, in which—-
I‘lﬂme 11s a perspective view showmw my
devlee 1n operative position. Fig. 2 isa per-

* spective view of the tool proper,'and Fig. 31s
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“aview in elevation of the stretcher and tight-

ener.
The same letters of reference will indicate
similar parts wherever they occur thron ﬂ'hout

- the different views.

In the practical embodiment of my inven-
tion I have shown a fence comprising the
posts A and the strands of barb-wire B.

My improved tool or tightener comprises a
preferably rectangular- slnped frame C of a
single piece of material, the same being pro-
vided with a central opening D, adapfed to

recelve the end of a lever K when the wires

are to be stretched and tightemed.

The sides
of the frameattheir upper portionsare curved
over, as shown, and are provided with the
central opening I, extending therethrough,to
act as a bearing for the reception of the lower
ends of the wires G H, while the upper ends
thereof are bent over, as shown, to form the
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hooks I, which are adapted to embrace the

| wire strands of the fence when they are about

to be fastened to the posts.
J indicates a small section of wire adapted

to befastened to thestrands affersaid strands

have been stretched and they are about to be

secured to the posts. -
The operation of the device will be readlly

understood from the foregoing description
and may be briefly stated as 'f@llowsz When

the wires of a fence have sagged or become
slack and it is desired to stretch or tighten
them, the hooks lareslipped over the str auds
on eaeh side of the post. The end of the le-
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ver E is then passed through the opening D

of the frame, the upper edge thereof bearing
against one side of the post, as shown, there-
by forming a fulerum at this point. Pres-
sure is then exerted on the lever until the
strand of fence-wireis drawn around the post
far enough to have all the slack taken out of
it, when a short section of wire J 1s secured
to the strand on each side of the post and

twisted or otherwise secured thereto, when

the stretcher can be renmved ready for an-

othm operation.
The invention is very sim ple in construec-

| tion and composed of but a few parts, and by

its use I am enabled 1n a very short space ot
time to tighten the strands and securely bind
the same to the posts. Furthermore, no par-
ticular kind or size of post will be required to
which the wires are to be secured, and while
I have described the frame as being prefer-
ably rectangular in shape it is evidentthat I
do not limit myself to any particular shape,
and thatfurthersiightchangesmight be made
in the forms and constructions of the several
parts described without departing from the
spirit and scope of my invention. Hence 1

do not care to limit myself to the exaet con-
struction herein set forth, but consider my-
self entitled to all such changes as may fall
within the spirit and scope of my invention.
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