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To all whom Lf TNGLY CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, JoszrHa H. FOWLER a
citizen of the United States residing at New
York, in the cotnty of New York a,nd State

of New York,haveinvented a certain newand
ugeful Impmvement in Collapsible Crates, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention 1elates to a new and useful
improvement in collapsible erates, and has

for its object to provide a simple, cheap, and

effective device of this description which

when adjusted in position for use will be as
rigid as though it were not collapsible, and

5?@13 when. it is desired to store or ship the same
1t may be folded into a small compass for
that purpose. A further object of my im-

provement is to provide means for ventilating

the interior of the erate when in use.

With these ends in view this invention con-
sists in the details of construction and com-
bination of elements hereinafter set forth,
and then specifically designated biy the claims.

- In order that those Skllled in the art to
which this invention appertains may under-
stand how to make and use the same, the con-
struction and operation will now be desecribed

in detail, referring tothe accompanying draw-

ings, formmg a palt of this specification, in
thh-—-

Figure 1 is a per speetwe of a crate bmlt in
accmdance with my improvement when ad-
justed for use; F1 2, & longitudinal section
thereof, and KFig. 3 3 an edge view of the crate
when coﬂapsed |

In carrying out my invention as here em-
bodied I prowde a bottom board A, two end
beards I and C, and the sides D and E.

The ends and ,51(1@3 are secured together by

- the dovetailed joints F and are prevented
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from becoming detached from each other by

the hooks G, Which engage with the screw-

eves I, and when these parts are thus se-
cured they are placed upon the bottom and
there held by the rods I being passed through
said bottom and upward thmuﬂ*h the eyes J
K, and L, which are secured 130 the ends and
gldes and afterw ard the nuts N are run upon

the upper ends of the rods in such manner as

to draw the several parts tightly together !

- 50 and hold them in this position.

N represents the cover, whwh 18 hmﬂ*ed at |

'F

O to the rearside of the crate and is pmv:tded
w1L]1 a hasp P, adapled to engage with the
Staple ) In such manner as o provide for the

locking of the cover in position, and in prac-

tice the sides of the crate may be ventilated
by the lattice-work B when if is to be used

for articles needing ventilation, but when it

is not desired these sides may be made of solid
board. From thisitwill be obvious that when
the crate is adjusted for use it will be in all

respects as rigid as though i1t were not col-

lapsible and will serve any and all purposes

for which crates are used, and yet when 1t is

desired to reduce the space occupied Dy the

crate in shipping or storage this is readily ae-

complished by the withdrawal of the bolts 1,

disengaging the dovetailed joints If, foldmﬂ_

the top against the rear side, and placmﬁ the
several p:-?urts in the position shown in Fig. 3,
and finally securing them in that pomtmn 1)3
the passage of the Tholts I thr cugh the holes

55

6o

70

» in the sides, the holes T in the ends , the

~holes U in the tc:bp,' and through the holes in

‘the bottom through which the bolts originally
passed. ' A crate thus packed may be shipped

in the weight class instead of the bulk class,
thereby e:

feetmﬁ‘ a large saving to the ship-
pers of certaln ela,-sses of goods; ‘and a further
object-gained by such shippers is that by the

use of such crates a larger supply may be had
on hand for the packing of goods, as less

space 18 occuplied by each crate when folded,
and when the c¢rate reaches its destination

and 1s emptied it may be again returned and
used over and over agaln, thus obviating the

necessity of supplwng a new crate f01 each

shipment.
A crate built in accordance with my im-

provement will cost but little, if any, more

than crates of ordinary constr uetmn and yet
will give many times the service.

IIavmcr thus fully deseribed this m?enbmn

what 18 eldlmed as new and usefnl js—

1. In combination, the sides and ends of a
crate secured towethel by dovetailed joints

- and hooks and eyes, a botfom secured thereto

by bolt-rods passing through said bottom and

sultable eyes, and a cover hinged to one of

i piny iy

the sides and provided with a hasp for en-
gaging with a suitable staple, substantially
-as and for the purpose set forth.
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SEAALEERER A A f 19, Theherein-described combination of the | the bolts to ﬁ&ecﬁmﬁeﬁ the several parts in their .~
e T e e T ends andsides secured together by dovetailed eollapsecl position, as speeified. - oo e
_-,,,,,;,,,,;,Jomts said sides bemﬂ"v’entﬂated ‘a bottom | In testimony whereof I have hereunto at- - - . . .
o seeured to the first 'nia;med 'membem by bolt- | ﬁxed my signaturein the presenceof twosub- = =
::::::::::::f:i-:-:-f-25-irodspassedthmughsmtableeyesandhavmw: seribing Wltﬂ.eS?EeéS}:§:}:§:§;§;§:5:55;5;5;515;5;zzéizs';”s'..z's.z-;z;
e S R ‘nuts: run upon their 11139@1_-_@11:(315:@_CQVGF_'.'j':'j'j'j'j' """""""""" TTRR.
_5_5.;_riziziz:z:::::::.:hlnged to the erate, a hasp carried -by'the‘ JOSEPHHFO“LER
R IR cover, &nd&staplewmh which said hasp 18§ _?Vltnesses
:;:;;;:é-;é:zze;--5--5-555;5;z;adja:tedta.enmwe,allof.the_pa,rts ha,vmﬂ- RERERE s s WILLIAHSOTYP;;;;@;;;;;;;;;:;;;;z;z:zs;s.;s.z;;;s;
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