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(No mod'el.}

To all wam'it f?@@y concern: -
Be it known that I, GEORGE C. SPE _;CKARD

of the city of St. Louls State of Missouri, have;
invented certain new and useful Implove-§
ments in Folding Chicken - Coops, of which:
and exact de-.

the following is a full, clear,
seription, reference bemﬂ‘ had_ to the accom-

panying dr&wings, forming a part hereof.

My invention relates to knockdown chicken-

coops; and 1t consists of the novel construc-

~ tion, combination, and arrangement of parts

helemafter shown desellbed and claimed. .

Kigure 1 is & top plan view of a chleken-'

~ Coop constructed in accordance with the prin-
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- Irom the lower faces of the strips 6.

35

- bolts 8, thus forming a hinge connection be-.
| | thr oucrh the free ends of said slats 12 to hold

ciples of my invention. Fig. 2isa side eleva-

tion of the chwken-eoop shown in Fig. 1. Hig.

3 is a central cross-section of the chieken.-éool)

shown in Figs. 1 and 2 in a knocked-down

condition. Fig.41sa planview and illustrat-
ing the manipulations of unfolding and set-

_131119* up the chicken-coop.

Tn the construction of a chicken- coop in ac-
cordance with the principles of my invention
I employ the solid bottom 5, which is flat

and rectangularin form. The qtl engthening- |

strips 6 are attached to the lower face of th_e
bottom 5 and transversely of its ends.
slats 7 are attached to the upper face of the
bottom 5 at its side edges. 'The eyebolts 8

pass downwardly thlouo*h the ends of the

slats 7, through the bottom 5,and through the
strengtheﬂing -strips 6, the nuts upon the
lower ends of said eyebolts being countersunk
The eye-
bolts 9 are placed in position with their eyes
securely interlocked with the eyes of the eye-

tween smd bolts 8 d:]ld sald bolts 9,
The slats 10 are placed together side by 51de,

with the blocks 11 1nserted between said slats
“at one end of the chicken-coop,and one of the

- bolts 9 is inserted through each series of the

50

- sponding series of the slats 10, the nut upon |

blocks 11 and through the corresponding se-

ries of the slats 10, the nut upon the end of
sald bolt 9 being eountersunk from the outer
face of the outer one of said slats 10. The

slats 12 are placed in position with their ends
between the ends of the slats 10 and at the

opposite end of the coop from the blocks 11,

and one of the bolts 9 is inserted through eauh-

serieg of the slats 12 and through the corre-

wardly
slats 10 and through the free ends of the slats

The

N the end of said bolt bunﬂ* countersunk from
| the outer face of the 1‘1813 one of said slats 10.

The cross-bars 13 are placed in position

-transversely of the free ends of the slats 12

and upon their inner faces and are securely
attached to said slats 12. One series of the

slats 10 forms one side of the chicken-coop
| and another series of said slats forns the op-

posite side of said chicken-coop. One series
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of the slats 12 forms one end of the chicken- |

“coop and the other series of the slats 12 forms
1 the other end of the chicken-coop.

The ends
of the slats 10 project a slight distance be-
yond the blocks 11 and form recesses to re-
ceive the free ends of the slats 12, attached to
the opposite series of the slats 10

When the sides of the coop are in a verti-

cal position relative to the bottom and the
ends are swung into positions transversely of

70

the bottom, the rods 14 are inserted down-

thlough the projecting ends of the

12, as required to f01m a connection between

the parts and hold them securely in position.

The rods 14 are countersunk from the upper

faces of the upper ones of the slats 10 and are

removably inserted in position.
9 form a hinge connection between the slats.

The bolts

10 and 12 of each series, and when it is de-
sired to fold up or knock down the chicken-
coop the rods 14 are withdrawn from position

and the free ends of the slats 12 are swung
outwardly and folded upon the slats 10, sald

slats 12 passing between the slats 10 and the
cross-bars 13 engaging the outer faces of said
slats 10. Then the rods 14 are inserted
through the openings 15 in the slats 10 and

the parts in their folded or knocked-down po-
sition. The eyebolts 16 are inserted hori-
zontally through the upper ones of the slats
10 and from their inner faces. The eyebolts
17 are placed in position with their eyes se-

curely interlocked with the eyes of the bolts

16, thus forming hinges..

| The slats 18 are placed side by sade, with
the blocks 19 between them, and the eyebolts
17 are inserted through said slats 18 and

‘through said blocks 19 and nuts are placed

upon the ends of said eyebolts to hold said

slats 18 and said blocks 19 securely together.
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The eyebolts 17 are of such a lenfrth that .
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each series of the slats 18 will form one half |

of the cover of the chicken-coop, as shown in
Fig. 1.
forming the outer edges of each half of the
cover are cut or disconnected from the end

portions 21 of said slats, and the blocks 22
are placed between the inner ends of said por-
tions 21 and the adjacent ones of the slats 18,

and the bolts 23 are inserted through said por-

tlons 21, through said blocks 22, and through
said adj .
to form a secure support for the inner ends
of said portions 21. |

The eyebolts 24 are inserted through the

ends of the portions 20, and the eyebolts 25

have their eyes securely interlocked with the
eyes of said bolts 24, as required to form a
hinge, and said bolts 25 are inserted through
the slats 18 in position to allow said portions
20 to occupy their normal positions between
the portions 21. The portions 20 thus mount-
ed form doors in the cover of the coop.
_Abolt 26 isinserted through each of the por-
tions 21 of one half of the cover and through
the adjacent one of the slats 18 and is held in
position by a nut. A similar bolt 27 is in-
serted through each of the portions 21 of the

- opposite half of the cover and through the ad-
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sition by a nut.

Jacent one of the slats 18 and secured in PO-

and 27 are formed in the shape of hooks, and
sald bolts are in alinement with each other
and in position to have the hook of one of the
bolts 26 engage the hook of the correspond-
ing one of the bolts 27 and hold the cover
closed. The hooks of the bolts 26 and 27 are
Interlocked before the rods 14 are placed in
position in setting up the coop, and said rods
14 are withdrawn from position before said
hooksare disengaged. Thebolt 28isinserted

through the center of one of the bolts 20, and

a similar bolt 29 is inserted through the cen-

terof the opposite oneof the portions20. The

heads of said bolts 28 and 29 are formed into
hooks, and said bolts are placed in alinement
with each other, as required, to have the hook
of one bolt engage the hook of the other and
form a connection between the portions 20.
By thus engaging the hooks upon the bolts 28
and 29 the portions 20 will swing upon their
hinges and form an opening in the COoP.
When it is desired to knock down the cCoopD,

the hooks are disengaged, one half of the

cover 1S turned downwardly against the in-
ner face of one of the sides of the coop, and

~ the other half of the cover is turned down-

60

wardly against the inner face of the other

one of the sides of the coop, the ends of the
coop are turned outwardly against the outer
faces of the sides of the coop, and then the
whole is turned inwardly upon the bottom, as
shown in Fig. 3. ) |
The strap 30 is attached to the bottom 5 of

The central portions 20 of the slats -

The heads of the bolts 26

acent ones of said slats 18, asrequired |

|

the coop in a longitudinal position and at the
center of said bottom, the central portion of
sald strap being elevated to a position on a

level with the outer faces of the sides of the

coop when said sides are in their folded po-
sitions, as in Fig. 3, and the button 31 is piv-

otally attached to the center of said strap and

in position to have its ends engage the outer

faces of said sides and hold the coop in its
knocked-down position. -

Iclaim—

1. Inaknockdown chicken-coop, a suitable
bottom, a side piece formed of slatsand hinged
to said bottom, an end piece formed of slats
and hinged to said side piece, the slats of said

end piece being arranged to pass between the

slats of said side piece, a second side piece
formed of slats and hinged to the opposite
side of said bottom, a second end piece formed
of slats and hinged to the opposite end of said
second side piece from the first-mentioned
end piece, the slats of said second end piece

‘being arranged to pass between the slats of

sald second side piece, and the free ends of
the slats of both of said end pieces being ar-

ranged to pass between the corresponding
ends of the slats of both of said side pieces,
and rods removably inserted through said
free ends of said end pieces and through the

slats of said side pieces, substantially as speci-

fied.

2. In a knockdown chicken-coop, a bottom,
side pieces formed of slats and hinged to said
bottom, end pieces formed of slats and hinged
to sald side pieces, the slats of said end pieces
being arranged to pass between the slats of
sald side pieces when in their knocked-down
position, a cover formed in two sections of
slats, one of said sections being hinged to each
of said side pieces and said sections being con-
structed to fold against the inner faces of said
side pieces, substantially as specified. |

3. Ina knockdown chicken-coop, a bottom,
side pieces formed of slats and hinged to said
bottom, end pieces formed of slats and hinged

to said side pieces, the slats of said end pieces

being arranged to pass between the slats of
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said side pieces when in their knocked-down

position, a cover formed in two sections of
slats, one of said sections being hinged to each
of said side pieces and said sections being con-
structed to fold against the inner faces of said
side pieces, and a door formed in said cover
by cutting away the central portions of the
outer slats of each of said sections of the cover
and then hinging said central portions in po-
sition, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

In presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE C. SPECKARD.
. Witnesses: | |
EDWARD E. LONGAN,
MAUD GRIFFIN.
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