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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM JOoSEPH HOS-
FORD, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Wlalltl in the county of San Pete and State
-5 of Utah, have invented a new and useful

Bicycle- Suppmt of which the following is a

specification.

" This invention relates to an 1mp10vement-
in bicycle-supports; and the objectin view is

1o to simplify and improv"e devices of this char-

acter with a view to obtaining one which may

be manufactured at a minimum cost in which
few parts are employed, so as to render the
support as light as possible and unlikely to
get out of or de1 and rattle and otherwise an-
'nov the rider. |
The invention consists in certain novel fea-

tures and details of construetion and arran oe-

ment of parts, as hereinafter fully deser 1bed
illustrated in the drawings, and finally emn-
bodied in the claim hereto appended.
In the accompanying drawings, Iigure 1 is
a side elevation of a bicyele with the improved
support attached thereto.
larged detall perspective view of the support.
Fig. 3 is a horizontal section through the
soeket in which the upperend of the support-
ing-rod is received. FKig. 4isa detail view of
the removable section of the socket
shows the headed supporting-rod. Fig. 6 is
“a detail perspective view of the spring-clasp
for upholding the supporting-rod in its folded
position.
Similar numerals of reference deswnate COT-
responding parts in the sevemlﬁmues of the
drawings. =
Referring tothe drawings, 1 designates a bi-
cycle of the ordinary safety pattern, to the
- reach-barof which theimproved supportisap-
40 plicable.
- The attachment comprises, pr 1mar-1ly,
spring-clip 2, made, preferably, of spring-
steel, the same ‘being in the form of a stmp
of a length adapting the same to pass around
the reach-bar, the ends of said strap being
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deflected and brought into parallel relation |

and perfomted Whemby they are adapted to
receive a clamping-bolt, as shown.

o designates a metal socket, which is se-

5o cured to the bottom of the clip 2 and extends

- downwardly below the reach-bar. Thissocket

Fig. 2 is an en-

Fig., 5

-

|18 madem two sections, similarin all respects,
“except that one is plomded with a head por-

tion 4, which extends over and covers the top
of the other portion. The twosections of the 53
socket (indicated at 5) are each provided upon
their inner adjacent surfaces and near their
bottom edges with hemispherical recesses 6,
which when broughtinto proximity are adapt-
ed to receive :;md embrace the spherical or 6o

‘ball-shaped head 7 of the supporting-rod 8.

The supporting-rod 8 is preferably ma,de of
.Eateel though any other metal may be em-
Dloyed and is formed at its lower end to en-
gage the ground while disposed at an angle 65
to the ma(,hme frame for the purpose of up-
holding the machine without auxiliary means.
The ball head of the support § is slightly
larger in diameter than the recess in which
the same 1s fitted, so that by pressing the two 7o
sections o of the socket toward each other,
which may be done with the aid of a set-

-screw 9, passing through one of the socket-
sections and into the other above the recesses

0, the said head may be clamped with any de- 75
sired pressure, so that 1t may not vibrate too
freely. Each of the socket-sections 5 is also
provided in its lower portion with a central
slot 10, opening out at the lower end thereof,
the said slots being arranged sidewise, so that 8o
when the rod or Snppmt 8 is vibrated to one
side for the purpose of supporting the ma-
chine the upper end of the rod will lié within -
sald slot and thus prevent the rod from cant-
ing longitudinally of the machine, so astoper- 8s
mlb the machine to advance or recede, which
would resultin the same falling to the ground.

As the diameter of the 1eeesses 6 is some-
wha,t less than that of the head, it is obvious
that the opposing faces of the twosections of go
the socket cannot be brought into contact in
parallel relation when the head is seated in

‘the recess, but, on the contrary, the head will

serve a8 a fulerum on which the sections will

‘rock to bring either of their respective ends g5

into engagement and at the same time sepa-
rate theu opposite ends. When, therefore,
the set-screw 9 is adjusted to get the desued
clamping -pressure on the head the upper

ends of the sections of the Socket will move 100

toward each other and their lower ends spread
apart, thereby forming the tapering recess 10*
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“between them, which will be at a right angle

to the slots 10 and will permit the rod 8 tobe
folded up against the reach-bar, and the ta-
pering form of the recess will serve to clamp
the rod 8 and aid in maintaining it in its

- folded position.
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When the supporting-rod is not needed f01" ._
use, as when the 11de1* is in the saddle, the-
outer free end of such rod may be swung up-

ward into parallelism with the 1‘eaeh—bar of

- the machine-frame and held by means of a

spring-clasp 11. This spring-clasp is com-

posed, preferably, of a spring-steel band

which extends around the reach-bar and has

its terminal portions deflected into parallel

relation and secured together by means of
any suitable fastening devwe The extremii-
ties of such term-inels are then extended suf-
ficiently to receive the swinging end of the

supporting-rod between them and they are

also preferably crimped, as mdleateG_ at 12,

- to form half-sockets which will engage and
the more securely hold the said rod.

By having the head portion4 on one of the

sections of the socket to overlap the end of

the -other section the two sections are pre-
vented from having rotary movement rela-

tive to each otheron the set-serew 9 When the

latter is operated.
From the foregoing description it Wlll be
seen that an extremely simple, cheap, and

reliable support is obtained and thatthe same

may be manufactured with sufficient light-

ness, so that its presence and addmonel_
welnht will not be noticeable; also, that the
'dewee 1s applicable to any maehme of mod-

ern make, that 1t may be quickly adjusted
thereto, and that 1t may be instanily thrown

~down 111te operative peeltlen or folded up-out

40

of the way. when no longer required; also,

that provision is made whereby any wear be-
tween the supporting-rod and the socket in
which its head 1is 1eeewed may be compen-
It w111 be apparent that the posi-

sated for.

[l

- tion of the support may be reversed, the point

of attachment being changed to near the
crank-axle, where the clasp 11 is now shown;

also, that the rod 8 may be made exten&nble

by means of jointed or telescopic sections;

also, that other changes in the form, pr 0p01-
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tlon and minor details of construction may

be 1e301ted to without departing from the

spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention. |

What I claim is—-
In a bicycle, the combination of a socket
consisting of twosections, each havm gahemi-

spheroidal recess and a 'slot opening down-
wardly and outwardly from the recess, a head
formed with one of the sections and extend-

53

6o

ing over and engaging with the upper end of |
the other section te plOpBll} position and

‘hold thesectionsin fixed relation, a rod adapt-

ed to-engage the ground at its lowel end and
having a ball at 1135 upper end to enter the

recesses of the sections, said ball being of

ogreater diameter than the diameter of the re-
cesses, whereby the sections will rock on the
sald head, a set-screw working in the said

sections above the recesses to secure them
together,
~clamp the sections to the head, to bring the

and adapted, when operated, to

upper ends of the sections tow ard each othel

-and spread their lower ends apart and there-

by form a tapering recess at a right angle to

sald slots, and a c¢lip for securing the dewee

to the frame-bar of the machine and having
independent connection with the section of

the socket having the projecting head por-
tion, all eubstantla,lly as and f01 the purpose
-speelf ed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my bl“ﬂ&tﬂle in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM J OSEPII HOSFORD.

WVHnesses

- LuTHER T. TUTTLD
J. HATTEN CARPENTER.
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