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GAME APPARATUS.
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(No Imodel.)

- To all whom it may concern:

“Beit known that I, JAMES A. TYNG, a citi-
zen of the United Sta,tes and a 1eSIdent of
Short Hills, in the county of Essex and State
of New Jersey, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvement&, in Game Apparatus, of

- which the following is a specification.

IO

My invention has reference to apparatus
whereby the game of golf can be played in-

doors, althouwh In many respects played un-

der the same rules as the said outdoor game
is played. In order that my 1nvent1011 may
be understood, a short descr 1pL1011 of the game

- of golf is necessary.
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three-quarter miles.

The game of golf ma} be defined to consist

of pl&}"l]ﬁif" a ba,ll by means of appmpmate
clubs from certain places, called ‘‘teeing-
grounds,’”’ into holesmade for the purpose and
placed at varying distances from said teeing-

grounds, the object of each player being to_

drwe his ball from the teeing-ground into bhe
holes with the smallest number of strokes.
The ground upon which the game is played
1S eommonly called the “11nks” or ‘‘golf-
course.” 'This ground of course is ﬂ*enelally

of a le@lSlﬁed and undula,tlno* character,

and in the line from the teemg- ground 60
the hole there are generally a number of natu-

ral or artificial obstacles—-'-su-ch as bunkers,

woods, streams, fences, &c.—which are known
by the general name of ‘‘hazards.” "This is
for the sake of making the course more diffi-
cult to play and to compel the player to
““loft” the ballover the various hazards. Sur-
rounding each hole to which the ball is played
1S a closely-eut piece of turf or grass land
called the ‘‘putting-green.”
these holes may vary, and although eighteen
holes are generally recognized to be the proper
number that a golf-course should contain
nine and even six hole courses are not un-

common, and the complete distance around
an eighteen-hole course generally varies from

two and three-quarter miles to three and
In order to render the

course as convenient to the players asis pos-
sible, the holes are often laid out in a some-
what circular course, the teeing-ground of
each successive hole being near the green of
the preceding hole and the last hole usually
being placed near the elub-house.

AlthOLwh the game may be played by two |

|

The number of

or more people,itis more usual for two indi- -

viduals to play against each other, the matech
being called a ‘‘single” to distinguish it from
a ‘‘threesome” or ‘‘foursome,” played by
three or four persons, respectively. These
two players start at the first teeing-ground
and each tees his own ball on a small pinch
of sand called a ‘“tee.” Kach player in turn
endeavors to drive his ball from the tee on
or as near as possible to the putting-green
and to put 1t into the hole with the smallest
number of strokes.
ball in the fewest strokes wins the hole, and
if both take the same number the hole is

said to be ‘““halved,” neither winning it. The

game proceeds from teeing-ground to hole un-
til eighteen holes have been played, which is
the usual number that is played. The player
who wins. the greatest number of holes wins
the mateh, but if they both win the same

‘number the match is halved or drawn.

The game is also played by counting the
aggregate number of strokes it takes to play
the eighteen holes. This is called ‘“medal”
play, in distinction to the first-named method
of play, which is termed ‘‘match” play.

The ground over which the course extends
being genemlly diversified, as before ex-
plained, by the presence of various obstacles,
natural or artificial, over which it is neces-
sary to drive the ball in the progress of the
game and the obstacles being of different
characters and elevations, it is found neces-
sary in the playing ot the game to employ
clubs of various forms to 1mpa1t to the balls

The player holing his

55

60

70

75

30

the required movements, whether horizon- -

tally or with a loft or elevation, and these
clubsare variously designated asthe“driver,”
the *‘brassy,” the ‘‘cleek,” the ‘‘mashie,”
the ‘‘niblick,” and the ‘‘putter,” and are re-
spectively used in the progress of the game,
as the conformation and nature of the grounds
or length of drive desired may require, sub-
stantmlly as follows: The driver is employed
to drive the ball off the tee when a long dis-
tance is required, and is also nsed throu ﬂ*h the
course when the ball lies where it can be
properly used. The brassy, which in some
respects resembles the driver, is used when
the lay is not good enough for the driver or
the distance desu ed is 11013 SO great;
when a drive with a brassy m 101113 OVercarry

the cleek
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 the point desired to be 1eached the mashie |
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to raise and carry the ball over obstaeles and
also for short distances; the niblick to ex-
tract the ball out of bunkers or other haz-
ards, and the putter, as its name implies, to

put the ball into the hole after it has been
landed upon the putting-green.

The game, asbefore e*:plmned being played

out of doors can only be engaged in when

the ground is comparatively dly and fi rm, and

cannot asa consequence, be sowell played dur-

ing the winter months, when the grounds are
covered with snow,or durln & Or for some hours

after any conmderable fall of rain. .AS a re-

sult of this the season during which the came
~can be en;joyed 18 SO oompar&twely qhort that

ford time and expense neces-
sary to the acquisition of a knowledge of the

but few can a

game and to playing the same afterwaad
Inorder,therefore,toprovide a game which,

- while: adapted to be played indoors at all sea-

_30

- series of measurin g-units extendm ofromeach
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sons of the year without the use of balls and

clubs, shall have substantially all of the dis-

Lmﬂ'mshmn‘ characteristics of the game of
ﬂ*olf and at the same time be within the reaeh |

of all, is the object of my invention.

combination, with a teetotum having various

teelng-ground to 1ts respective puttm g-green,
all as will ‘hereinafter more fully appear.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part-of this specification, Fig-
ure 1 18-a-diagram of a golf-course contamm@

nine holes, W1Lh the usual appurtenances | 'stroke made, with the pointer n of the indi-

‘cator placed. upon the proper numberin a di-

thereto Fl

- totum em ployed in connection with my game;
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Kig. 3, a plan view thereof; Figs. 4 to 7,
.1ncluswe side elevations showmn‘ diff
sides of my teetotum 1espectwely, and Fig. |
3, an isometric view of one of the lﬂdIC&tOIS‘{
or markers used for indicating the posﬂnons |
- reached by the balls of the several playvers in-

?

the progress of the game.

employed to dem gnate correspondm parts.

A indicates a landbcape which is'or may be
diversified by -any natural or artificial ob-

jects—such, for instance, as trees, small

streams, ponds,ditches, houses and the like—
and B B’ B*, &e. 1ndlcate the course between |
the various teemg grounds and their putting-

greens..
and putting-greens may bevaried wﬂ;hm an

pose.of lllustmtlon there are nine of each,

and ‘the course between such teemfr-n‘roundsf
and putting-greens is indicated, 1espect1vely ‘
by the letters B to BS, mcluswe and this,
with-the landseape, is Ppreferably made in the

forin of a chartor color ed pictureand mounted

on any comparatively firm and durable sub-

stance, such as pasteboar d and prowded with

2, an isometric view of the tee--

erent

means ﬁ?hereby 1t may be folded up to reduce:

its area when not in use.

In the disposition of the course upon the
landscape any convenient or preferred ar-
rangement may be adopted,it only being es-
sential that, whatever the arlanﬂ*ement se-
lected may be such course shall extend over
the several obstacles presented and that the
teeing - grounds, putting - greens, and holes
shall be plainly indicated. In the accompa-
nying drawings these several grounds,greens,
and holes are respectwely marked a, b, and c,
while theobstacles or hazardsover and across

which the course extends are marked by the
letters d and e.
T'he several distances between the teemn*-

grounds and the putting-greens being dis-
posed in the desired relation with 1esneet to .

one another and to the several obstacles or
hazards over or across which they extend are
divided up into units of equal length and

numbered in a separate series m for each of
sald distances, commencing with-each tee and
extending to and beyond e.&wh putting-green.

In the dr&wmﬂ‘s the series of figures mdlcate

| the distance in yards but this is optional and
To th1s end the invention consists inn the

18 80 done as being the most convenient stand-

|-ard and one which follows the analogy of the
letters,. numbers, and other indicia there--

on, of a miniature golf-course provided with |
1eplesentat10ns of teemb—ﬂ'lounds putting-

greens, holes, and other hazards, and with ax? a marker-or indicator C is necessary to mark

{ 'the distance which the ball is supposed to be
| 'driven at each stroke.
| ‘-acecomplished by moving the 111611(3&1;01 along
t:the line of figures, which run from each tee-

regular game, when all distances are usually
'measured 1n }ards |

With a course laid out as above explamed

This marking may be

ing-ground 130 the putting-green, the requi-
fsfue numbel of yards corresponding with the

rection transversely of the link, as shown at
o'in Kig. 1. -
For detelmmmﬂ* the distance which each

7C

75

80

QO

95

100

105

ITO

player’s stroke Shall carry him I make use of -

a teetotum . This teetotum may be con-
structed iIn various forms. T prefer, how-
ever, to construct it in the form of a prism

{ witha plurality of plane sides and with both

Inall the figures like letters of referenceare | a point p on itslower end, upon which it may

be rotated, and a S];)mdle g on 1ts upper end,

thirough which its rotation may- be effected by -
| the ﬁnﬂ‘ers and -thumb of the player.

In the
form selected by me for illustration of my in-
vention this teetotum is constructed with

| eight sides or faces, and with the exception

| of one face, which is blanlk, is provided with
‘The number of these teeing-grounds | a

a, vertical row of letters &nd numbers, which

y + are disposed thereon with one under the other,
desired limits, butas here shown for the pur-

as shown.

In order ‘that the game may be played in
similar manner to the outdoor game of g golf,
the letters and figures on the teetotum are
supposed to 1epresent the character and dis-

| tance of the stroke made by the player at each

play. TForthis purpose the initial letters rep-
resent the various golf-clubs, ‘D" represent-

| ing the ‘“driver,” “B” the ”bmssy » e

115

120

125

130




~ ure all the distances on the course in yards,
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the “cleek,” NP the -“mashie’,”- and “P”1

the ‘‘ putter,” while the numbers indicate the
distance the ball is driven—as, for instance,
““D 1607 indicates that the plajfel has used
the driver and hasdriven the ball one hundred
and sixty yards. Any unit of measurement
can of course be used, but I prefer to meas-

as previously explained. _
In the same manner as the above the let-

ters “B” *“C” “M” represent the club used,

and the various figures following each 1111131&1
the varying dlstances of the str oke made by
the 1espect1ve club.

““N,” the ‘““niblick,” is a club that is 0’61161 -
ally used for the pul pose ot ex_tractmﬂ' the
player’s ball from any of the obstacles in the
course, and as the player in the regular game
of golf is often compelled to play his ball
b:chI{ out of such obstacles-upon the teetotum
the figures ‘20 over,” ““20 back,” &c., that
follow the letter <N ” indicate that the player

has played the ball twenty yards over the

obstacle or twenty yards back of the obsta-
cle, &c., as the case may be. The letter and
word ‘N miss” indicate that the player has
missed his stroke and that the ball still re-
mains in the obstacle.

‘““P dead” indicates tha,t the pla} er has
used his putter and has played the ball so
near the hole as to be almost certain of hol-
ing it at the next stroke. Any ball in such
a position 18, in the language of the game,
sald to be ‘“dead to the hole.”
player is thus dead to the hole, he is required
to spin the teetotum again and shall be con-
sidered to have ‘“‘holed out” on that stroke,
unless the blank side of the teetotum is up-

- permost, in which case he shall be consid-

40

ered to have missed his ‘“‘dead put” a,nd 18

obliged to play again.-
““P miss” indicates that the player has
used the putter, but has falled to play the ball

| dead to the hole.

45
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*¢“P holed” indicates that the. player has

used the putter and driven the ball in the
1f upon spinning the

hole at that stroke.
teetotum the blank side should come upper-

most, this indicates that the player has missed

his stroke with whatever club he may hzwe

| selected.

The particular letters and figures can be
changed on the teetotum; butin the drawings
they are such as are best calculated to re-
semble the strokes that would actually be
made by a player in the regular game of golf.
Thus, the driver being the club that drives
the ball the farthest distance, the letter D ”
upon the teetotum has opposite toit the largest

numbers, the letter *“ B” the next largest, and |

80 On throuﬂmut the series.

- In placmﬂ'the variousobstacles on the mini- -
ature course or chart great care and skill is

required to place them at such distances from
the teeing-grounds and putting-greens and
from each other as will necessitate a high de-

gree of skill in the player in selectmﬂ' the |

When the.

most advantageous club to be used, and in
this manner the resemblance of the present
game to the 1ewu1m game 1s much strencrth-
ened

‘The course and teetotum bemﬂ' constructed
‘and equipped as above explamed the present

game 1s played by two or more players, as
followg T'he party whose turn it is to play,
atter specifying the club that he purposes

using, spins or 10tates the teetotum and after

it stops registers with the marker C upon the
line of numbels running from the teeing-
ground to the putting-green the distance the

b&ll 1s driven, as indicated by the figures on

the uppermost side of the teetotum opp051te
the initial of that particular club. The next
playerinturnthereupon inlike manner speci-
fies the club that he purposes using, and after
spinning the teetotum registers in a similar
manner the distance indicated thereby, and

of play the particular clubs selected by them,

-which, if the game 1s skilfully played, will

be the same as those that would ordinarily be

70
75
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soon throughout the game, the several players -
In turn specifying at their respective turns

Q0

selected by them in the playing of the game

out of doors when their res_pective' | balls laid

in the same position with respect to the tees,
holes, hazards, or greens as the markers or in-
dicators C, which in the present game corre-
spond to sueh balls. |
Tn the selection of the club to be used the
player has his option, with the following ex-
ceptions: If the distance made by the pla,yer’s
stroke or spin should be such as to carry him
into a bunker or other hazard, excepting the
brook e, which interseets the course extend-
ing from the eighth and ninth teeing-grounds,
the player is then compelled to select the
niblick as the club to be used, and the said
niblick shall be only used on such oceasion.
The distance of these bunkers or hazards may
be appropriately indicated on the chart of the
game, and in the drawings are indicated by

of the line extending from the teeing-grounds
to the putting-greens; ' | '
‘When the player’s stroke shall have carried

him to any of the putting-greens, which on-

the drawings are represented as being thirty
vards broad and are indicated by side num-
bers, there being four such numbers to each
green, and a str oke which carries to any one
of the four numbers being considered to have
reached the green, the playel shall then, and
only then, (and is-eompelled to,) select the
putter as his club, and upon spinning the
teetotum the stloke made by him W111 be in-
dicated, as above explamed

“Should the player’s stroke carry him into

the brook, which is-indicated by side num-

bers in like manner as the other hazards, the

player with the penalty of the loss of one
stroke is allowed to place his indicator or
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“heavy figures or numbers placed at one side
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marker at any number on the row or line of

figures marking the distance of that particu-
1&1 hole, keepmo* the brook, however, between
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‘the number selected and the putting-green,

and to play again. |
The score is kept in the same manner as in

the outdoor game, the player winning the

majority of holes winning the mateh, or the
player going over the course with the smallest
number of strokes winning the match, aceord-
ingly as the game played is match or medal
play, as previously explained.

With the course arranged as above ex-
plained and the teetotum constructed and
provided with numbers, letters, and other in-
dicia, as described, a complete and thorough
knowledge of the game of golf as played out
of doors can be acquired, and the present
game can be played indoors with approxi-

mately the same degree of amusement and

pleasure as when played out of doors with
balls and clubs. -

In the construction of the teetotum any ap-
propriate material or materials may be used—
such, forinstance, as wood,ivory, bone, metal,
cements, or a composition of two or more of
them. I prefer, however, to make use of a
composition somewhat resembling celluloid
for the purpose, as this possesses the requisite
degree of lightness and beauty of finish with
reasonableness of cost. |

Having now described my invention and

specified one of the embodiments thereof, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States— _

1. The combination, with a miniature golf-
course having representations of teeing-
grounds, putting-greens, holes, and hazards,

and provided with a series of measuring-units
extending from each teeing-ground to its re-
spective putiing-green over the various haz-
ards, of a teetotum constructed with a plu-
rality of sides several of which are provided
with a series of letters that are respectively
the initials of the several clubs made use of
in playing the game of golf, a series of num-
bers indicating the distance that is to be reg-
istered for each of the letters as it may come
uppermost after spinning the teetotum, and
other indicia, substantially as described.

2. The combination with a miniature golf-

course having representations of teeing-
grounds, putting-greens, holes, and hazards,
and provided with aseries of measuring-units
extending from each teeing-ground to its re-
spective putting-green over the various haz-
ards, of a teetotum constructed with a plu-
rality of sides several of which are provided
with a series of letters that are respectively
the initials of the various clubs made use of
in playing the game of golf, a series of num-

bers Indicating the distance that is to be reg-

istered for each of the letters as it may come
uppermost after spinning the teetotum, and
other indicia, and indicators for registering
the game, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 30th day of December, A. D.
1396. .

JAMES A. TYNG.

Witnesses:
M. T. CARRIG,
WM. J. GEARY.
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