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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

FRANKLIN T. REESE AND CHARLES A. WILLIS,
SYLVANIA.

OF CARNEGIE, PENN-

SLEEPING-CAR SECTION-PARTITION.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 595,207, dated December 7, 1897,

Application filed March 19,1897,

“erial No, 628,293, (No model.)

To «il wlhom it moay coneern.

Be it known that we, FRANKLIN T. REESE
and CHARLES A.WiLL1s,.citizensof the United
States of America, residing at Carnegie, in
the county of Allegheny and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Sleeping - Car Section-
Partitions, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had therein to the
accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to sleeping-cars, and
more particularly to the partitions which are
employed for dividing the different berths.

The invention has for its object to provide
a partition for this purpose that when notin
use may be conveniently and readily stored
between the backs of theseatsand that may
be also readily adjusted to its position when
1t is desired to use the same and will be held
securely in its place after being adjusted to
1ts position.

T'he invention consists in the combination
of a casing between the seats, a partition
adapted to rest within said casing, and auto-
matic means for elevating said partition.

In describing the invention in detail refer-
ence 1s had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, and
wherein like figures of reference indicate
similar parts throughout the several views,
in whieh— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of one section of a sleeping-car, showing the
partition adjusted to position at one end of
the berth and at the other end the partition
lowered to position between the seat - backs.
Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical sectional view
of a portion of a sleeping-car, showing the
partition in the elevated position, said view
being taken on the line X X of Fig. 5. TFig.
5 18 @ similar view showing the partition in
the folded position, said view being taken on
the line Y Y of Fig. 5. Fig. 4 is a longitudi-
nal sectional view of the partition, showing
a similar view of a portion of the seat-backs
In order to illustrate the securing mechan-

1sm, also showing a portion of the car-wall

and a box secured thereto, on which is fas-
tened the track to guide the partition in its
upward-and-downward movement. TFig. 5 is
a longitudinal sectional view of a portion of

acar,showingthe partition in the lowered po-

sition. Ifig. G is a vertical sectional view of
a portion of the partition, showing the move-
ment of the hinged portion in dofted lines.
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the track se-
cured on the rear edge of the partition, and
IFig. 3 18 a perspective view of a portion of
the guide which receives the track. TIrig. 9is
a transversesectional view of a portion of the
partition, showing the extensible portion of
the same arranged within the main portion,
instead of hinged, as shown in Fig. 6.
Referring now to the drawings by refer-
ence-figures, 1 denotes the casing, which is
arranged between the seat-backs and extends
upward toward the same. This casing is
adapted to receive the partition 2, having a
hinged portion 3, said partition 2 having se-
cured on its front edge a binding 4,which ex-
tends downward to the base of or below the
hinged portion 3, said binding 4 extending
through an aperture in the floor and into a
tube or casing 5 when the partition is folded
and in the lowered position. On the rear
edge of the partition 2 the same is provided
with a binding 6, having a T - shaped head
which engages in the guide 8, attached to the
box or casing 9, secured to the car-wall 10.
At its front or edge next the car-aisle the
partition is held within the casing by means
of hooks 11 11, engaging in slots 11? in the

binding 4, pivoted at 19, and having arms 12,

abutting against a button 13, extending
through a plate 14, which is fastened to the
face of the car-seat adjacent the aisle, the
sald button being adapted to operate the
hooks 11, said hooks being held in engage-
ment in the slots by means of the springs 15,
abutting against the same and having one
end secured to the backs of the seats. At-
tached to the upper rear corner of the parti-

tion 2 is a cord 16, which passes upwardly in

a groove in the inner car-wall and over a pul-
ley 17, suitably supported at or near the car-
line, said cord passing downward between
the walls of the car and is attached at its
lower end to a cone-shaped counterbalance-
spring 18, which is suitably arranged and sup-
ported at or near the car-floor. -

In Fig. 9 we have shown the partition 2 pro-

| vided along its lower edge with a recess 19,
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which is adapted to receive the extensible
portion 20 of the partition, the path of travel
of which is shown in dotted lines of this view,
sald extensible portion being provided with
a T-head 21 to prevent its dmppmo* out of
the recess when the partition is raised.
The operation of our improved partition
for sleeping-cars and the like is as follows:
We will assume that all the parts have been
secured in their respective positions and that
the partitionisfolded between the seat-backs,
as shown in I'igs. 3 and 5, and it is desired
to lift the partition to the position shown in
Ifigs. 1 and 2. The operator presses the but-
ton 13 inwardly and forces thearms 1212 in-
wardly, thus foreing the engaging ends of the
hooks 11 11 out of engagement with the slot

- 117, releasing the partition and permitting
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the cone balance-spring to withdraw the par-
tition from its casing and hoist the same to
its position for dividing the berths. As the
partition is .withdmwn from 1its casing be-
tween the seat-backs the hinged portion 3
will antomatically unfold into alinement with
the portion 2 as scon as the same has passed
out of engagement with the casing, which op-
eration will be readily apparent, and to re-
turn the partition to its position the hinged
portion 3 1s first folded in the position shown
in Fig. 6, which will permit the partition to
enter its casing and lie entirely below the
top of the sdat-backs.

In case the construction shown in Flﬁ‘ 9 is
employed it will be readily observed that as
the partition is elevated the extension por-

“tion 20 will drop downward into the position

40

shown in dotted lines in this view as the said
partition is elevated, and when lowering the
partition the extensible portion will reénter
the recess as it comes in contact with the floor
of the car.

It will be noted that various chan; oes may

' be made in the details of constmctlon with-

out departing from the general spirit of our:
invention.

Having fully deseribed our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination with a casing arranged
between the seats, of a partition adapted to

rest within said casing and automatic means

for elevating salid partition to separate the
berths, substantially as shown and described.

2. The combination with a sleeping-car, of
a partition formed i1n sections, adapted to
fold within a casing between the backs of the
seats, and automatic means for elevating said
partition to separate the berths, substantially
as shown and described.

3. In a partition for sleeping-cars and the
like, the combination of the partition proper,
composed of sections, a casing torecelve said
partition, a counterbalance-spring, connec-
tions between the spring and partition, a
ogunide for said partitions, and means for hold-
ing the partition within the e&smg, substan-
Lmlly as shown and deseribed.

4. Apartition forsleeping-carsand thelike,
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consisting of sections eonnected together in -

a manner to extend to their greatest length
when elevated, a casing arranged between
the seat-backstoreceive said partition, means
for holding said partition within the casing,
and means whereby the partition is automat-
ically elevated and extended when released
from its casma, substantially as shown and
described.

5. A partitionformed in sections connected

together in a manner to extend to their great-
est length when elevated, and means for auto-
matically elevating said partition.

6. Apartition formed in sections connected
together in a manner to extend to their great-
est length when elevated, a casing for sald
partition, means for holding said partition
within the casing, and means whereby the said

partition is elevated when the partition isre-

leased from its casing, substantially as shown
and described.
In testimony whereot we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.
FRANKLIN T. REESE.,
CHARLES A. WILLIS.

Witnesses:
A. M. WILSON,
GEO. B. PARKER.
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