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To a:Z/" wlony it may concern.:

Be it known that I, JOEL E. FRENCH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Pluto, in
the county of Holmesand State of Mississippi,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Vehicle-Bodies; and I do here-
by declare the following tobe a full clear, and
exactdescription ot the invention, such as will

enable others skilled in the art to whichit ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying dr'a.winws

| formmn' a part of this specification. .
 This invention relates to new and useful

improvementsin buggy orroad-wagon bodies;
and it consists in the construet_ion and ar-
rangement of parts, as hereinatter fully set
forth and pomted out partwularly in the
dalm -

The object of the mventlon is to promde a

vehicle-body with portions of its sides hinged

toitsbottom,s0 thatsaid sidesmay be lowered,
thereby rendering a vehicle ' having a body ot
the ““piano” pattern more easily gotten into

and out of, means being also provided for.
holding said sides ra1sed or closed and for.
- easily and simply releasing them, which ob-
Jeet isattained by the construction 111118‘[1 ated |

- in the accompanying drawings, 1n which—
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5o first encountered In approachmﬂ' the bu goy

Kigure 118 a pelspectwe view of a buggy-
body pmwded with hinged sides or ﬂ*ates as
made In accordance with my 1lnvent10n Fig.
2-ig a detail of the construction employed for
locking and unlocking the gates, and Fig. 3
is a detail in seetlon of one of the spring-

latches. -
Referring to the numerals of referenee 1

designates the bottom of the box, and 2 ‘rhe-

sules thereof.

3 represents the hm oed porbmns or gates,
said gates being su1ta,b1y hinged or attaehed
with a movable connection to the bottom of

the body in such a way that they will be

adapted to swing downward to the position
shown in Hig. ] or still farther down to a
vertical pocsmon | |

It will now be seen that a buggy-body pro-
vided with-hinged gates, when made in ac-
cordance with my invention, may be more
easily entered and departed from, as the side

of said cases.

‘in size and formation to knob 9.
the bifurcated sides of said plate 8 are rods

| may'be lowered, thus avoiding the nee;essity

of having to step over the sade

Referrmﬂ' particularly to the means for
holding the sides up when closed, 4 indicates
latch-cases which are secured one at- either
end upon the inner side of the gates 3, and 5
represents latches which are adapted to move
longitudinally through apertures in the ends
Passing through the rear walls
of cases 4 across their interiors and united to
said latches are plungers 6. Surrounding
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said plungers are coiled springs 7, the tend- '

ency of thh being to nmmally force the
latches outward.
‘8 indicates a plate which has a knob 9 se-

cured to one side thereof and a shank 10 pro-

jecting from the opposite side, said shank be-
ing provided with a knob 9, corresponding

11, the opposite ends of which are pivotally
eonneoted with the outer-ends of the plungers
6.© Thelength of shank 10is such thatit may
project thr oun'h the gate and support the
knob 9’ upon the outmde thereof as will be

‘readily understood.

Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what I ela,lm as new, and desue to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

In a Tv*ehl(.ale--bodvr the eombma,tlon of the

Pivoted 1n
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bottom, theside and end pieces secured there-

to, portions of said sides hinged to said bot-

tom, the latch-cases 4 secured to the inner
sides of said hinged portions, the movable

plungers and latc,hes mounted in said cases,
Pl
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the cmled springs 7 surrounding said plun- |

gers within said cases, the pld,te 8, the rods
11 having one of theu:' ends pivoted to said
plate, their opposite ends being pivoted to
sald plungers, the knob 9 secured to one side
of said plate, the shank 10 projecting from
the opposite side; said shank being provided

with a knob 9', all arranged as shown and

adapted to operate as set forth .
In testimony whereof 1 affix my swnd‘rure

in presence of two witnesses.

| JOEL E. FRENCH
Witnesses:

J. G. WILSON,:

J.. C. GORDON,

Qo0
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