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To (I»ZZ whom it maiy corncerm:

Be it known that I, EDwiN J. NIXSON, a
citizen of the United States residing at Red
Oak, in the county of Montgomer}r and,State
of Jowa, have invented certainnewand useful
Improvements in Inkstands; and 1 do hereby

“declare the following to be a tull, clear, and

exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to inkstands, the ob-
ject of the same being to provide an inkstand
which is at all times a,lr-tw*ht thereby avoid-

ing the loss of ink by evapor atlon and is pro-
Vlded with means whereby it can be closed for
preventing the entrance of dust to the ink.

The mventmn consists of an ink-receptacle
having an inverted-cone-shaped diaphragm
at the upper end thereof provided with a cen-
tral opening, a ball resting. upon said dia-
phragm and adapted to close the opening
therein, a hemispherical or dome-shaped top
provided with an opening in one side, and a
similarly - shaped slidingly- mounted cover
adapted to close the opening in said top.

The invention also consists in other details
of construction and combinations of parts,

which will be more fully hereinafter deser 1bed

and claimed.

In the drawings forming a part of th1s speel-
fication, qure 1 repr esents a front elevation
of my 1mp10ved inkstand, the same being
shown in full lines in its opemtwe pOSItlon

‘and in dotted lines in its closed position.

Fig. 2 is a vertical central longitudinal sec-
Fig. 3 is a detail perspec-

tive view of the base or ink-receptacle. Iig.

4isa similar view of the inverted-cone-shaped-
diaphragm fitting within the upperend of said

base or ink-receptacle,with the rubber gasket
removed. |

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts throughout the several views.

The base 1 of myimproved inkstand is eup-
shaped in form, having an inwardly-extend-
ing flange 2 at its upper end. Fitting within
the base -piece 1 is an inverted-cone-shaped

diaphragm 3,having adownwardly-extending

flange 4 thereon, which is surrounded by a
packing-ring or gasket 5 of soft rubber to pro-

|

vide a close joint between the base 1 and said
diaphragm. Anannularshoulder 6 is formed
by the fla ange 4, which serves as a stop for lim-
iting theilnwar d movement of said diaphragm.
The satd dlaphl agm is also formed with a cen-
tral opening 7. The base 1 is constructed of
glass or other suitable material and the dia-
phmﬂ‘m 3 of hard rubber.

In connection with the foregoing parts Iem-

ploy a ball 8 of hard rubber, which rests upon
the top surface of the dlaphlagm 3 and is
adapted to close the opening 7 therein. Iit-
ting upon the upper end of the base-piece 1 is
a hemlspheucal or dome-shaped top 9, which
is preferably formed of sheet metal and has
an opening 10 in one side thereof. Surround-
ing the top 9 and adapted to turn thereon is
a supplemental cover 12, which is also pro-
vided with an opening 13 in one side corre-
sponding in shape and dimensions with the
opening 10, the said supplemental cover be-
ing attached to the 1 top 9 by means of a pwotal
bolt or pin 14.

The operation of my device is as follows:
With the parts in the position in which they
are shown in full lines in Fig. 1 the opening
7 in the diaphragm 3 is closed by the ball 8
and the openings 15 and 10 register with one
another, so that free passage for the pen to
the inside of the inkstand is provided. In
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the act of inserting the pen todip up a quan-

tity of ink the ball § is moved to one side,

permitting the insertion of the pen throuc-*h
the opening 7, and as soon ag the pen is re-
moved the opening is immediately closed by
the action of the ball 8 turning by gravity to
its normal position. When the inkstand is
not in use, the supplemental cover 12 may be
turned into the position shownin dotted lines
in Fig. 1, and the opening 10 in the top 9 1s
closed by the imperforate portion of the sup-

plemental cover 12.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that I have devised an inkstand which
is positive in its action of closing the opening
to the inside thereof as soon as the pen has
been removed.
air-ticht condition, and evaporation of the
ink contained in it is. effectually prevented.
It is also dust-proof and it contains no soft
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It is at all times in perfectly
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rubber diaphragm which will quickly rot out
or decay.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. An inkstand having an inverted-cone-
shaped diaphragm therein provided with a
central opening, a ball resting upon the up-
per surface of said diaphragm and adapted to
close the opening therein, a dome-shaped top
provided with an opening at one side nor-
mally inclosing the upper end of said stand,
and a shidingly-mounted supplemental cover
provided with a similarly-shaped opening,
substantially as and for the purpose de-
scribed.

2. In an inkstand, the combination with a
cup-shaped base or ink-receptacle, of an in-
verted-cone-shaped diaphragm fitting within
the upper end of said base-piece and provided
with a central opening, a loose ball resting
upon the top surface of said diaphragm and
adapted to close the opening therein, a dome-

shaped top having a side opening therein at-

tached to the upper end of said base-piece
and inclosing said diaphragm and ball, and a
supplemental coverhaving a similarly-shaped
opening in one side adapted to register with

the opening in said top, said supplemental

cover being pivotally connected thereto, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

3. In an inkstand, the combination with a
cup-shaped base or ink-receptacle having an
internal annular flange at its upper end, of
an inverted-cone-shaped diaphragm having a
central opening therein and an annular flange
adapted to fit within the upper end of said
base-piece, a rubber packing ring or gasket
surrounding the flange on said diaphragm
and engaging the internal flange on said base-
piece, a ball resting upon the top surface of
said diaphragm and adapted to close the open-
ing therein, a dome-shaped top having a side
opening therein attached to the upperend of
said base-piece and inclosing said diaphragm
and ball, and a supplemental cover having a
similarly-shaped opening in one side adapted
to register with the opening in said top, said
supplemental cover being pivotally connected
thereto, substantially as and for the purpose
described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

Ing witnesses. |
EDWIN J. NIXSON.
Witnesses: |
I'. M. BYRKIT,
C. IF. CLARKE.
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