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10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN H. PRESTON &
citizen of the United Stetee and a resndent
of Brooklyn,in the county of Kings and State

5 of New York, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Clips for Securing Sleep-

-~ ersto Beams, of which the following1is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to clips for securing

10 sleepers to beams. Its object is to provide a
simpler and more effective elip for that pur-
pose and one more easily and cheaply manu-
factured; andit consistsin the devices herein-
aftermore particularly deseribed,and claimed

‘15 in the claims at the end of this specification.

Figure'l represents an elevation of my im-
pwved clip, showing it attached to a sleeper
and embracing one edge of the top of the
beam, the beam being partly shown in sec-

20 tion. Fig. 2 is a perspective view, and Fig.
3 an end elevation, of my improved clip. Fig.
4 is a perspective view of a modification.
Fig. 5 is an elevation showing the same in
Operatwe position, the sleeper 'and beam be-

25 ing shown in dotted or broken lines; and Kig.
6 is an end elevation of the said modiﬁeetion.

A is a wooden sleeper resting upon the’

beam B, which is here represented as an iron
beam.

In the preferred form of my improved de-
vice (shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3) the clip con-
sists of a body or plate O prongs c® c® ¢’ 03

~ integral with the plate O and a recess c,
edapted to fit over and embrace one edge of
35 the top of the beam B, as shown in Kig. 1.
For simplicity and for ease of manufacture
the prongs c? ¢® are preferably struck up from

30

the plate C, although they may be made in

| any emteble way as long as they are rigidly
40 secured to the plate C. The prongs have also,
preferably, a flare or outward bend away from
the center of the plate, as clearly shown in
Iig. 3. This flare tends to give a wedging
effect to their grip upon the sleeper when they
45 are driveninto it, and this tendencystrength-
ens the hold of the clip upon the sleeper.

My improved clip is secured in position by

slipping the recess ¢’ over the edge of the top
| of the beam B, asshownin Fig. 1, and by then

50 driving the pron ogs into the sleeper The
clip thus festened prevents lateral motion ot

| the “sleepel toward the left, as shown in Fig.

1. A similar clipis pleeed upon the opposﬂ:e
side of the sleeper A, the recess taking into
the other edge of the top of the beam B orof rg
the next beam thus preventing lateral mo-
tion of the sleepel to the right. As many
clips may be used upon any 51eepe1 as 18 de-
sired, the effect of the clips being to securely
hold the sleeper and the beams in connection 6o
with each other and to preventlateral motion

of the sleeper in either direction.

- In practice I prefer to make the two lower
prongs ¢* ¢* longer than the upper prongs ¢® ¢’.

"When this 1s dene the ¢lip is placed against 65

thesleeper, the edﬂ'e of the beam BB ta,kmﬂ* into

-the recess ¢’ and the prongs ¢? ¢ touehmﬂ' the

surface of the wooden sleeper A. With a
licht blow of the hammer these two prongs
¢® ¢* are driven in a short distance, but not 7¢c

enough to cause the upper prongs ¢® ¢° to

touch the sleeper. Then a blow with a ham-
mer is given upon- the lower right-hand por-
tion of the plate Cat about the pomt marked
cin Fig. 1. Thistends tothrow the lower sur- 73
face of therecess atthe point marked ¢ against
the under surface of the top of the beam, and
when the prongsare drivenin theclip sec urely
grips the under surface of the top of the beam
alenﬂ‘ the surface x, thus assisting the ¢lip 1n 3o
holding the sleeper firmly and securely to the
beam. | |

A modification of my improved clip 18
shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6. In this form D
is the plate; " d3 the prongs; B, the beam, 33
and A the sleeper d’ is the recess, and in
this form it is made of a shape resembling
the contour of the cross-section of the top ef
the beam B, but larger than the latter. d°*d?*
are the arms of the pla,te D, which assist in go
forming the recess d'. Spece enough is left
between the arms d2 d? and the recess d’ is
made tall enough to enable the c¢lip D to be
slipped over the head of the beam B and into
the position shown in Fig. 5, where the beam 95
B and the sleeper A are shown ‘with dotted
or broken lines. Inthisformof myimproved
device I find that two prongs are sufficient to
hold the clip firmly to the sleeper. On ac-

count of the shape and size of the recess d’ 1co
and the arrangement of the arms d° d* the
i clip, when 1n pemtlon as shown in Fig. 5, se-



2 594,556

curely embraces the top of the beam on both
sides and prevents lateral motion of the
sleeper in either direction. I preferin prac-
tice to flare the prongs d?, as shown in Fig. 6.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is as follows:

1. A clip for securing sleepers to beams con-
sisting of a plate having a recess, adapted to
embrace a part of the beam, and prongs flar-
ing outward from and integral with the plate
to secure the plate to the sleeper, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. Aclipforsecuring sleepers to beams con-

sisting of a plate having a recess in one side
adapted to embrace one edge of the top of the
beam, and prongs of unequal length, flaring
outward from and integral with the plate, to
secure the clip to the sleeper, substantially
as set forth.

In festimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subsecribing witnesses.

JOHN I. PRESTON.

Witnesses:

HENRY A. WILSON,
CHARLES J. PUPKI.
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