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T o0 all whom z,t may CONCErTL:

Beit known that I, WaLTER L. C. NILEb &
citizen of the United States residing at Lynn
inthe county of Essex and State of Ma,ssachu-
setts, have invented certain new and useful
Imp1 ovements in Forms for Boots or Shoes:
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
t10n such as will enable others skilled in the
art £ which it appertains to makeand use the
same.

The present invention relates to forms for

boots or shoes used by salesmen, shoe man-

ufacturers, dealers, and others 130 place into
sample shoes to properly fill out and give
shape to the same while being display ed for

. 1nspection and sale, such bemﬂ* commonly
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known in the trade as ‘‘ display- forms 2

The object of the present invention is to
produce a strong yet light device of this class
above deswnated Whl@h 1s simple and cheap

and so eonstructed as to be readily inserted
in and removed from a shoe. |

To this end the present invention consists

of a shoe-form constructed and arranged as
wﬂl be hereinafter more par twularly de-
scribed and claimed. |

1'ne invention is illustrated in the acecom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1eprements In lonmtudmal section.

a form embodying the same. Fig. 2 is a re-
verse plan view; and Fig. 3, a transver%e Sec-

tion upon line x x, Fig. 1

Similar letters of reference refer to similar
parts throughout the several views.

In the dl&WlDﬂS A represents the form,
which comprises a hollow shell of the ﬂ*eneral

. ¢contour of a last for a boot or shoe which
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may be made of any suitable material possess-
ing the required strength and lightness.

In practice I construct the form LA of leather
or strawboard, which is suitably treated to
render the same of the desired degree of stiff-
ness, and whick may be convemently coated

_W1t]1 a suitable glaze or enamel of any desired

color.,

For the purpose of rendelmcr the device as
light as possible the form A is preferably
formed open at the bottom, the edges at the

5o shank portion being sllﬂ'htly turned inward

to form the inwar dly -projecting flanges a a,

in order to give the desired shape and
strengthen the form at this point. At therear
or heel portion the edges are provided with
inwardly-bent flaps or ears ¢, which are se-
cured to the bottom of a block or brace B, the
other end of the block or brace B belﬂﬂ‘ se-
cured to the under surface of the tOp or
‘““comb” of the form.

The block orbrace B is convemently formed
of wood or other suitable light and strong
material and may be of any sultable shape in
cross-section, 1t being shown in the drawings
as circular, and it is provided with a bore or
bearing b, which forms a spindle-socket, so
that the form when desired may be c,1:1];)1)01'136(1
upon the usual spindle.

In order to strengthen the ball portion of
the form againstlateral strain, I have in prac-
tice provided a lateral compression-brace C
which may be of wood or any other suitable

material, and bears upon opposite sides of

the ball portion of the form adjacent to its
lower edge. The brace maybe conveniently
constructed with tapering ends ¢, which take
into bearingsin what I have fermed the ‘‘ end
rests”’ D D, which are secured to the walls of
the form A. The ends of the brace C do not;
pass through the end rests D, but are held
from contact with the walls of the form A

thereby.
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In order to facilitate the insertion of the

form in and its removal from a shoe, I have
shorteried the bottom of the form A by re-
moving the lower portion of the back of the
heel, as shown at E. I prefer, however, to
leave a sufficient portion, as I, of the back of
the heel to engage the counter of the shoe to
bold 1t firmly in position on the form.

It will be noted that myimproved form, as
hereinbefore deseribed, can be built up upon
the ordinary last or follower without other

QO

forming device, thus dispensing with the use

of expensive molds and dies required in the
construction of the types of hollow forms and
lasts heretofore proposed in the art.

Having thus described my invention, I.

claim as “novel and desire to secure by Leot-
ters Patent of the United States—

1. Aform for boots or shoes comprising the
hollow body portion open at the bottom and
' having Inwardly-turned flaps, and a rigid
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vertical brace secured to said flaps and the
top of the form, substantially as described.
2. Aform for boots or shoes comprising the
hollow body portion, and rigid vertical and
lateral braces within said body portion, sub-
stantially as deseribed.
3. A form for boots or shoes comprising a

hollow rigid body portion, and a rigid vertical

brace within said body portion, located at the
heel portion of said form and supporting the
“comb” thereof, substantially as described.

4. A form for boots or shoes comprising a
hollow body portion and a vertical brace with-
in said body portion, located at the heel por-
tion of said form and supporting the ‘“comb?”
thereof and a spindle-socket within said
brace, substantially as deseribed.

5. A form for boots or shoes comprising a
hollow body portion, end rests secured to
oppostte sides of the ball portion of said body
portion and a lateral rigid brace extending

between said end rests to prevent lateral com-
pression, substantially as described.

6. A form for boots or shoes comprising a
hollow body portion open at the bottom and
having the lower portion of the heel removed,
from a point slightly below the ““comb” of
the form at the back thereof, and extending
to a point approximating the central portion
of the heel, substantially as described.

7. A form for boots or shoes comprising a
hollow body portion having the lower portion
of the heel removed, and a vertical brace
adjacent said cut-away portion, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WALTER I.. C. NILES.

Witnesses:
A. E. WHYTE,
A. O. ORNE.

25

30

35




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

