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- To all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that I, CHARLES W. GAREY, a

citizen of the United States residing at Ber-

lin, in the county of Somerset and State of

Pennsylvama have invented certainnew and

useful Improvements in Can - Openers, of

which the following is a specification.

- This invention relates to certain improve-
ments 1n can-openers, and has for its object
to provide a device ot this character of a sim-

- ple and inexpensive nature and of a strong
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and duarable construction which is especially
adapted for use in opening cans .in a more
convenient manner than is possible by means
of other similar devices heretofore employed.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of the construction, combination, and
arrangement of the various parts of the 1m-
proved can-opener, whereby certain impor-
tant advantages are obtained and the device

1s made simpler, cheaper, and otherwise bet-

- ter adapted and more convenient for use, all
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‘as will be hereinafter fully set forth.

T'he novel features of the invention will be
carefully defined in the claim.

Inorderthat myinvention may be the better
under stood, I have shown in the accompany-
ing drawin U“b a can-opener constructed in ac-

cordance therew1th in which drawings—
Ifigure 1 is a _pelspectwe view showmn‘ the
impro_ved can-opener. Fig. 2 is at—ranwerse

section taken through the can-opener and

- showing the form and arrangement of the cut-
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ter and guide-arms thereof.
view of the can-opener, showmﬂ'the arrange-
ment of the guide-arms of the cutter

As shown in the views, the improved can-

opener 18 formed with a handle 1, of wood or

other material, having a ferrule 9 ,wherein is
secured a shank 3, formed of a metal rod or
bar of rounded or circular cross-section, hav-

ing at its extremity a downwardly-bent por-

t1011 4, from which extends a rounded spur or
prong 5in line with the axis of thebarorrod 3,
but in a plane below the same, said spur or

prong 5 being adapted to be forced through

the can to be opened at the central part of
the head thereof, so as to form a fulecrum

- whereontheshank 3 of the can-openerswings.

The can-openerisprovided with a cutter 6,

of V shape, havingits opposite edges bev eled |
to form cutting edﬂ'es and 1its pomt project- |

Fig. 3 is a plan

sald cutter 6 18 carried on a block 7, formed
integrally with the shank 3 of the can-opener
at a suitable distance from the prong or sup-
port 5, said block 7 being arranged to project,
as clearly shown in Fig. 2, above the upper

surface of the bar or rod of which the shank

3 is formed, so as to produce atits upper end
a squared head, as clearly shown .in Fig. 3,
said head being adapted to be struck with a
hammer or other device in order to force the
blade 6 through the can in casesaid can should
be of a thickness to require 1it.

In order to guide the cutter 6 as the shank
1S swung upon_its fulerum at the center of
the can, I provide the block 7 with oppositely-

arranged arms 3, projecting beyond opposite

sides of said block and having their extremi-
ties arranged to project slightly down below
the under side of the same, as shown in the
drawings,the extremities of said arms 8 being,
as seen in Kig. 3, made rounded upon their
under sides, so as to permit them to be read-

ily moved over the surface of the can 130 be

opened

In operation the prong or spur 5 atb the eX-
tremity of the shank 3 is forced through the
central part of the can-head, after Whmh the

point of the cutter 6 is pleSbed through the

can-head, or, if the head be of 111111811&1 thick-
ness,the squared upper end of the block 7 will
be struck with a hammer or other article, so
as to force said cutter through the can-head,
after which the shank will be swung pivotally
upon its prong or spur d as a fulerum, so as

to cause the cutting edge of the cutter to pass
‘through the can-head and shear a circular

opening in the same, as will be readily under-
stood.

From the above deser iption it will be seen
that my improved can-opener is of an ex-

tremely simple andinexpensive nature and is
‘especially adapted for the purposes for which
1t is designed, and it will also be understood

that the invention 1s capable of some modifi-
cation without material departure from its

principles and spirit, and for this reason I do

not wish to be understood as limiting myself
to the precise form and arr a,nﬂ‘emeut of the
parts herein shown.

' ing down at 1*ight angles to the shank, and
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Having thuas described the mveﬂtlon ,what

T claim is— -
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A can-opener substantially such as shown
and described comprising the block 7 having
a central hammer-head and the horizontally-
inclined arms which extend in opposite direc-
tions from said block and terminate in round-
ed ends, the lower edge of the block and its
arms presenting an arched surface to provide
for the clearance of the block when riding
upon a can, a rod or shank attached to said
blockand having an elbow 4 and the entrance-
prong 5, and a cutter-blade 6 attached to the

block and depending below the rounded ter-
minals of the guide-arms, as and for the pur-
poses deseribed.

in testimony that I claim the foregoing as 15
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

CIIARLES W. GAREY.

Witnesses:
HENRY GAREY,
H. C. RIEHL.
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