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(No model.)

D all whom it may Concerr.:

~a citizen of the Umted States, residing a,t-

i eSpeelelly designed forlive bait, such as orass- |

10 hoppers and other insects which are com-

Beit known that I, JOHN FRANCIS WEBBER

Sheridan, in the county of Sheridan and State

of Wyomm g, have invented a new and use-
of which the fellowmﬂ' s a

ful Bait-Holder,
specification.
This. invention relates to bmt boxee more

monly used as bait for fishes; and the object

of the invention is to pr0v1de a. box for this
purpose to which access can be readily had

at all times by the user and which automat-
ically closes itself when an insect is taken

from it. - |
~ With this eb,]eet in view the invention con-

~sists of a box having a hinged cover compris-

20

ing a suitable fla,me upon which an elastic
diaphragm is stretched and secured thereto,

sald diaphragm having a dividing slit of suf- |

ficient length to permit the 111861'131011 of the

thumb and forefinger of the user.
- The invention wﬂl be fully deserlbed he1 o

inafter and its novel features pemted out in
the claims. o

In the drawings, Flﬂ'ure 11is a pelspeetwe

'VIeW of a bait- box: made 1n accordance with

~ my invention. Fig. 2 is a ver tical transverse
section.

Fig. 3 is a plan view showmﬂ* a

- slight modlﬁeatlon

Slmllal reference- numelals mdlcate smn—

lar parts in the several figures.

35
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- user.
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to 1n any suitable manner.
preferably be made of a single plece of spring-

1 indicates the box, Wthh may be of sheet

metal or any other suitable material, the back

2 of which is preferably extended above the
hmﬂed cover 3 and provided with a loop 4 on

1ts rear face adapted to receive a strap or

similar device by means of which the box can
be conveniently supported and carried by the
The hinged cover consists of a sup-
porting-frame 3 “and a flexible diaphragm 6,

stretched across the frame and secured there-

The frame & will

"~ Wire bent to form the front piece 7, which
~ serves as a finger-hold to open the cover, the
side pieces 8 .130 which the diaphragm 6 is se-
~cured, and the short end pieces 9, whleh are.
seated in Joops 10, secured to an arrow strip
11, which extends across the box immediately
in front of the back thereof, and these short;

fore
. ﬂe:x;lble dla,phmgm to withdrawan insectfrom

the box.

‘pieces 9 and the loops 10 serve as hmn*es to

connect the cover to the box. At the junec-
tion of the side and front pieces downwardly-
extending loops 12 are formed, which serve as
spring- eatehes to engage a beed or flange 13,
formed on the uppe1 ed ge of the front wall of
the box.

Asshown in Fig. 1, thediaphragm is formed
of a single piece of rubber secured to the sides

55

6o

S of the wire frame and of sufficient width to

entirely close the open top of the box.. The
diaphragm is provided with a dividing slit
(indicated by 14) of sufficient length to per-
mit the passage of the thumb and forefinger

of a person to the interior of the box.

In Fig. 3 the diaphragm is formed of two
sepelate rubbers (indicated by 15) arranged
side by side in close proximity to each othel
and in this case the thumb and foreﬁnger
may be easily inserted between them in order
to withdraw the insect from the mteller of
the box.

From the foregoing desermtwn it will be
seen that I h&ve prewded a very simple and
efficient bait-box which will securely hold the
grasshoppers and similar insects and prevent

_theil_‘ escape therefrom. At the same time

the fishérman can easily insert his thumb and
inger through the dividing slit in the

the box when he may desire to use it, and as
soon as the thumb and forefinger are with-
drawn the flexible. diaphragm wﬂl immedi-
ately close and effectually cover the top of
- With a bait-box made in accord-

75

8o

ance with my invention the fisherman will

only require to use one hand to take the bait

from the box, and it will not be necessary for
him to .release his hook while extracting the
balt from the box, as is 1he case with bait-
boxes nowin general use and especially where

Insects, such as grasshoppers, are employed
for b&lt |

It will be understood that changes in the
form, proportion, and the minor details of
construction may be resorted to without de-

parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of

the advantages of this invention..

Having thus desembed the mventlon what
I claim is—

- 1. A bait-box, having a cover formed of an

elastic diaphragm provided with a dividing

9o
03

100
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“and for the purpose Spe(nﬁed

slit, substantially as and for the purpose.

spec,lﬁed

- 2. A Dbait-box, having a cover compusmw
& wire frame- hmﬂ'ed to the box, and an elas-
tic diaphragm secured to the frame and pro-
vided with a dividing slit, substantmlly as

3. A bait-box, having a cover compnsmn'

“a wire frame hmﬂ*ed to the box and provided

with locking- e&tehes,- and an elastic dia- |
phragm secured to the frame and provided
~with a dividing slit, substantlally as &nd f01
the purpose 5peelﬁed

4. A Dbait-box, having a cover, comprising

594,448

a wire frame hinged to the box and provided

with locking - catches, and an elastic dia-
phragm formed of two pieces of rubber se-
eured to the frame and arranged side by side
‘in close proximity to each other, substantially

20

as described.

~ In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have heretoaffixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

. JOHN FRANCIS WEBBER.

VYWitnesses:
OrT0 KITELSIN,
A. C. THOMAS.
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