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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LucieN C. BABCOCK, a
citizen of the United States,residing at Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful

declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.
Thisinvention relates to hair-pins, and has
for its object to provide a simple, cheap, and
reliable hair-pin which when inserted in the
hair will be prevented from becoming acei-
dentally displaced by movement in either di-
rection. |
- To this end the invention consistsin an im-
proved hair-pin embodying certain novel fea-

tures and details of construction, as herein-

atter fully described, illustrated in the draw-
ings, and pointed out in the elaim. -

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of the improved hair-pin. Fig.
2 18 a side elevation of the same. Fig. 3isa
side elevation of the hair-pin, showing the
same in readiness to be inserted in the hair.
Fig. 4is a perspective view of the hair-pin
ready for insertion in the hair.

Similar numerals designate corresponding
parts in the several figures of the drawings.

1he improved hair-pin contemplated in the
present invention is formed in one piece,
preterably from a section of steel wire of the
requisite elasticity to straighten out when re-
lieved from pressure. This wire (indicated
at 1) is provided at one extremity with a back-
wardly-extending hook or barb 2, disposed at
an acute angle to the main body or shank 1
of the hair-pin, so as to form an acute en-
trance-pointfor the pin. At a shortdistance
from the opposite end 3 of the pin the mate-
rial of which the pin is formed is mashed or
flattened, so as to form a thin spring 4, where-
by the person using the pin may bend the
same until both ends of the pin point in the
same direction, with the rear end of the pin
a half-inch, more or less, from the shank.
The barbed end of the pin is then inserted in

the hair and thrust therein the entire length

of the pin. Both ends of the pin are then so
embedded in the hair, and the barb 2 pre-
vents the withdrawal of the pin, while the
bend of the spring 4 prevents the fartherin-
sertion of the pin. The tendency of the rear
end of the pin to straighten out causes it to 55
engage with the hair, and as the hair resists
the straightening out of such end of the pin

‘the latter cannot escape in either direction.

To remove the hair-pin, itis only necessary
to push the hair away from the deflected rear 6o
end of the pin, when the same will straighten
out, after which the pin may be pushed
through the hair, barbed end first, and drawn
out from the opposite side. Should the hair
be thick and heavy, a braid or coil may be 65
slipped over the outer end of the pin before
pushing the pin through the hair to free it.

If the hair is not closely braided or twisted,

it may be pressed and pushed toward the
barbed end of the pin, thus freeing the rear %o
end and allowing the same to straighten out. |

The hair-pin which I have described is ex-
tremely simple in construction, economical
in manufacture, and will be found of great
utility and convenience in practice, asit will 75
be almost a matter of impossibility for the
sald pin to escapein either direction from the
hair. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 8o
Patent, is— '

A hair-pin provided at one end with a point
and intermediate its ends with a flattened re-
silient portion adapting the rear end of the
pin to be bent so as to extend in the same di- 8s
rection as the pointed end of the pin, and a
barb at or near the point of the pin for pre-
venting backward movement  thereof, sub-
stantially as described. o B

In testimony whereof I have signed this go
specification in the presence of two subserib-

ing witnesses. __
LUCIEN C. BABCOCK.

Witnesses:
MiLTON I. WILLIAMS,
THOS. H. WILLIAMS.
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