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To all whom it may concerwn: _

Be it known that I, THOMAS MERRIWETHER
DANSBY, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing ab Aspen in the county of Pitkin and State
of Colorado, have invented a new and useful
Portable Turn-Table for Tramways, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to portable turn-

~ tables to be used on tramways in mines or
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the construction of the table-support.

other places where the cars are propelled by
manual power; and the invention consists in
the details of construction and arrangement
of parts hereinatter fully deseribed, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
portions of amain track and two branchtracks
with my turn-table in position. Fig. 2 is a
similar view with the table removed to show
Fig.
5 1s a longitudinal section through the turn-
table and its support. Fig. 4 is a vertical
transverse section through the table, its sup-
port, and the main-track rails.
are perspective views of the turn-table and
the support, respectively, detached.:

Similar refer ence-numeralsindicatesimilar
parts in the several figures.

1 indicates the rails of the track in the main
tunnel of a mine, and 2 and 3 the rails of
branch tracks leading from opposite sides of
the main track into drifts or cuts.

4 represents the base-plate of the support
on which the table turns, and this plate is
adapted to fit snugly between the rails of the
main track. The plate may be of wood or
metal, as desired.

5 represents a disk arranﬂ'ed centrally of
the base-plate 4, and 6 6 are seﬂ'mcntal plates
arranged on the base concentric with the
disk. These plates do not extend the full
widih of the base 4, but terminate a short
distance fromitsside edges to leave the spaces
7 for the passage of the flanges of wheels on
the main-track rails. The disk 5 and seg-
mental plate 6 are’of iron and are secured to
the base 1n any suitable manner. They con-
stitute the supports on which the turn-table
rests and slides. Centrally of the disk is an
upwardly-extending pin 9, and the table 8 is
provided with an opening 10 into which the
pin 9 projects. The table 3 may, therefore,
be turned arcund on the disk 5 and plate 6,

Figs. 5and 6

with the pin 9 fc‘r-it-s pivot. The disk 5 and

‘plates 6 are level with the tops of the rails 1
and the table will, therefore, also rest upon

the rails 1.

"I'he table 8 will p1 efembly be of shcet steel
about one-quarter of an inch thick, and the
rails 11 thereon will be about three- fcurths of
an inch high. These rails are not intended
to support thc rims of the wheels of the car,
but merely to act as guides for the whccls
and the flanges of the wheels will be on the
table. The rails 2 and 3 of the respective
branch tracks will be about an inch and a
quarter higher than the rails 1 of the main
track in crdcr that when the table is swung
around to receive a car from the branch track
the flanges of the wheels will be on a level
with thc top of the table and the car will
therefore easily pass from the rails of the
branch track onto the table.
table will be provided with beveled recesses
12 at 1ts ends close to the inner faces of the
rails 11 to facilitate the passage of wheels
from the main-track rails onto the table, or
viceversa. The endsof the tablesare round-
ed in order that the ends of its rails may
swing close to the ends of thc rmls on the
bra,nch tracks.

In order to lock the table in the desired
position, a series of holes 13 may be formed
therein close to the inner faces of the rails 11

to receive pins 14, which will engage the sides

of the main-track rails and so prcvcnt the ta-
ble from turning in either direction.
15 indicates shdmcr bolts supported in

guides on the outside cf the rails 11 at diag-

onally opposite ends thereof. These sliding
bolts are designed to engage one of the rails
of the side- track to stcp the table 8 in the
proper place.

From the foregoing descnptmn it will be
seen that I have prcduced a very simple and
1Inexpensive turn-table for use in mines or
other places where tram-carsare propelled by
manual force, and that the table may be easlly
removed from its support to leave the main
track entirely clear for the passage of cars
and may be easily placed in position i in order
to effect the transfer of cars from branch
trac.a:s to the main tracks.

remain between the rails of the main track
| without in any manner interfering with the
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traffic over the main track and can be easily

moved from place to place as oceasion may
require.

It will be understood that changes in the

5 form, proportion, and minor detd,ﬂs of con-

struction may be resorted to without depart-
| ter being in a higher plane than the former, -
of a portable turn-table for tr amways, con-

ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
advantages of this invention.

Having thus described my invention, what .

to I claim 18—

1. In a portable turn-table for tmmwavs a |
}'secmed to the base-plate with their upper

support removably fitted between the rails of
the main track, said support consisting of a
base-plate and a disk and segmental plates

15 secured thereto with their upper surfaces
- level with the tops of the rails, and a pin pro-
jecting upwardly from the center of the disk,

- ecombined with a table pivoted on said pin and
slidably supported on the disk and segmental
- 20 plates, and guide-raills on the table adapted
- to register with the rails of the main and

branch tracks, substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination with the rails of a main
track and the rails of a branch track the lat-

25 ter being in a higher plane than the former,
of a portable turn-table consisting of a base-
plate removably fitted between the rails of
the main track, a disk and segmental plates,

concentric with the disk, secured to the base- }
30 plate with their upper surfaces level with the -
main-track rails, a pin projecting upivardly
from the center of the disk, a table pivoted
onsaid pin and slidably supported on the disk |

‘and segmental plates, guide-rails on the plate
35 a,da,pted to register with the rails of the main

| or branch tracks, the construction being such -

that the table will be level with the flanges
of wheels on the rails of the branch tlack
substantially as described. .
3. The combination with the rails of a main 40--"'.7_':;_ 
track and the rails of a branch track, the lat- =~

sisting of a base-plate removably fitted be- =~
tween the rails of the main track, a disk and 45
segmental plates, concentric Wlth the disk, Y

surfaces level with the tops of the main-track -
rails, spaces being left between the ends of
the segmental plates and the rails, a pin pro-- 50
jecting upwardly from the center of the disk,
a table pivoted on the said pin and shdably

supported on the disk and segmental plates,

guide-rails on the table adapted to register .
with the rails of the main or branch tracks, 55
sald table being provided with beveled re- o
cesses at its ends close to the inner faces of
the guide-rails, and means to lock the table.
in poswlon the construction being such that

| the table will be level with the flanges of 61:)

wheels on the rails of the braneh traek sub-
stantially as described. _

In testimony that I claim the forefronw as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnature- .
in the presence of two witnesses. R

THOS. MERRIWETIER DANSBY,

Witnesseé:
THOMAS COMBS, -
JAMES SULLIVAN. S T
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