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To all whom it may concerre:
Be it known that I, GEORGE J. MURPHY, a

citizen of the United Staﬁues residing in Ph 11&-:

delphia, Pennsylvania, have mveuted certain
Improvements in Ballot-Boxes, of which the
following isa specification.

My inventiom relates to ballot-boxes; and
1t consists of improvements in that class of

ballot-boxes in which the mechanism for re-

celving, canceling, depositing, registering,
and announcing the deposit of the ballot 18
concealed from view, so as to render it im-
possible for any person to ta,mpel with the
same.

My invention is fully illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of the
box, showing the deviece for depositing the
ballotin position forreceiving the same. Xig,
2 18 a vertical section of the ballot-box on the
line 2 2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a perspective view
of the device by which the ballot may be de-
posited in the box; and Fig. 4 is a perspective
view, on a reduced scale, of the box.

In the first place it may be well to state
that the box shown in the accompanying
drawings is particularly a,dapted for large
ballots, now commonly used in large cities un-
der the Australian-ballot system and famil-
iarly knownas *‘ blanket-ballots.” The mech-
anism employed in this ballot-box, however,
may be employed in ballot-boxes adapted to
recelve smaller ballots without affecting the
object of my invention.

In the drawings, 1 represents the box, made
preferably of sheet metal, which is dlmded

an opening 1%, through which the ballots may
be entered. The compartment 2 contains the
mechanism for effecting the reception, can-
cellation, deposit, and registr atlon of the bal-
lots cast.

3isthe compartment f01 holding the ba,llots,
and 4 isacompartmentfor holdmﬂ the flexible
partition 5, which is adapted to separaﬁoe the
compartment 5 from the compartment 2 when

the ballot-box is not in.use. This flexible par-

tition 1s shown in this closed position in dotted
lines, and in full lines in the compartment 4,
into which it is pushed when the ballot-box is

tobeused,in Fig.1,being traversed on grooved

guideways 5" in the sides.and end of the box,

as shown. This compartment 4 is separated

from the compartment 3 by a partition-plate

6, and when not occupied by the flexible par-
tition 5 (when the same has been drawn across
the compartment 3 after voting has ceased)
is adapted to hold the duplicate 1emst1 y-slips
and other paraphernalia necessary for prop-
erly conducting an election.

The device for receiving the b&llots and by
which they may be deposited in the com-

partment provided for thesame, which I term

the ‘“ballot-gripper,” is shown in Fig. 1 in
1ts normal position to receive a.ballot and in
perspective view 1n Kig. 3. It consists of a

pair-of jaws 7 and 8, pivotally connected to-

gether by thepin 9. These jaws are provided
with rearwardly-extending frames 7* and 82.
The jaw 7 is mounted inside the jaw 8, and
its frame is provided with a weight 10,which
holds the jaws normally in contact with each
other, so that they will grip the ballot and
carry it into the box when the ballot-gripper
1s retracted. "T'he upper jaw 8 is provided
with lugs 11, adapted to a way 12 in the side
of the box, wherehy the ballot-gripper may
be traversed back and forth, this traversing
being accomplished by means of a rod 13, at-
tached to the frame 8* of the upper jaw 8.
At the front end .of the box, extending
through the upper jaw of the ballot- -gripper
and 1est111cr upon the lower jaw of the same,
1s the c&n(,elmo device, which may consist

of an ordinary Stamping device, as 14, for

printing a mark on the ballot, upheld from
engagement with the same by a suitable
spring 15. 7This canceling device is con-
nected to a pin 16, also in engagement with
the lower jaw of the ballot—-ﬂupper, and by
which the same may be depressed, so as to
engage the ballot. The pin is so arranged
that the ballot-gripper will be opened to re-
celve the ballot before the canceling-stamp
can strike the same. Toallow for the stamp
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and pin to engage with the lower jaw of the

ballot-gripper, I provide the upper jaw with
suttable indentations 17, as shown in Fig. 3.

The jaws 7 and 3 are preferably faced with
rubber, so as to insure that the ballot will be
carried into the box when the ballot-gripper
1s retracted. T'o open the jaws of the ballot-
gripper atter 1t has been drawn into the box,

| so that the ballot may be deposited in the
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proper receptacle, I provide the lugs 18, se- |

cured to the wall of the box near the rear of
the same, so that when. the ballot-gripper is
retracted the frame 7* of the lower jaw will
be forced upward by its engagement with
sald lng, thus opening the jaws of the grip-
per and allowing the ballot to drop into the
Instead of this cam 18 the way 12 may
be provided with the curved extension 12%,
into which the lug 11 on the ballot-gripper
may enter when retracted.

My registering device consists of any suit-
able counting mechanism incased in a box
19, secured to the wall of the ballot-box, and
provided with a suitable dial, whereby the
mechanism will register a unit each time it
18 operated. I may say that I have found it
cxpedient to use as a vegister the ordinary
cyclometer now in use on bicycles and other
vehieles. T'o operate this register, I provide
a lever 20, mounted on a shaft 21, on which
18 secured a gear-wheel 22, engaging with a
pinion 23, directly connected with the regis-
tering-train of the cyclometer. On the rear
frame 3* of the upper jaw 8 of the ballot-
gripper is a slotted arm 24, adapted to en-
gage with the lever 20 when the said gripper
is retracted to deposit a ballot in the box.
When the gripperismoved forward toreceive
another ballot, this arm 24 carries the lever
20 forward a sufficient distance to register a
unit on the dial of the eyclometer, the units
thus registered corresponding to the votes
cast. 'T'he lever 20 is loosely mounted on the
shaft 21 and is provided with a spring-pawl
20%, engaging with a ratchet-wheel 222, se-
cured to the face of the gear-wheel 22. Hach
time the arm 24 engages with the lever 20
when the ballot-gripper is retracted to de-
posit a ballot it pushes the said lever back a
sufficient distance for the spring-pawl 20* to
aget a fresh grip on the ratchet-wheel 22*.  To
announce the deposit of the ballot in the box,
I provide a gong 25 and a suitable spring-
hammer 26. This hammer is engaged by the
weight carried by the ballot-gripper when it
18 retracted to receive a fresh ballot and is
moved in the direction of the arrow, Iig. 1.
When released by said jaw, the tension of
Lthe spring causes it to strilkke the gong.

T'o prevent the deposit of a fraudulent bal-
lot, it Is neeessary that the aperture through
which the ballots are entered be closed as soon
as the ballot is within the box. Iaccomplish
this by providing the door 27, pivoted at 28
and provided with a weight 29, which will
cause it to fall as soon as the ballot-gripper
1sretracted. T'o raise the door, the cam 30 is

- placed on the under side of the same, with
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which the ballot-gevipper will engage when it
1s presented at the front of the box for a new
ballot.

When the voting has ceased, the flexible
partition 5 may be drawn into place, separat-
ingthe compartment 2 from the compartment

“y

3.  This may be accomplished as follows: On
the end of this flexible partition is an aper-

- described.

tured handle 31, which projects through the
opening s31*1n the box when the flexible par-
titionisinplace. Thishandle maybesceured
by a suitable padlock, asshown in Ifig. 4. To
move this partition-plate out of the way, so
that the box may be used, and to bring it into
its proper place again when the voting has
ceased, I use a suitable hooked rod adapted
to be 1nscrted in the slot 1% in the front of
the box and engage with the apertured han-
dle 31 on the end of the flexible partition. To
inelose or cover the slot 1* in the box where
the ballots are enfeved, I use a cover-plate, as
32, hinged at 83, as shown in dotted lines in
IFig. 1, which 1s also adapted to cover the
mechanism for opening the jaws of the grip-
per and the device for canceling the ballot.
This cover-plate lias aslot 32%, through which
may project the handle 31 on the end of the
flexible partition, so that the padlock 34
(shown in dotted linesin Fig. 1) when scceured
thereto will lock both the flexible partition 5
in place and the cover-plate 32.

In order that the ballots may be examined
after they have been deposited in the box,
the bottom 35 of the same is hinged at 56, as
shown, and a suitable lock 37 is sccured fo
sald bottom, so that it may be fastencd to the
front 1" of the box.

The top 38 of the box, which coneeals e
operating mechanism, isalso hinged at 39 and
18 provided with a loclk 40, by whiceh it may
be fastened to the front 1" of the box.

The box should be provided with cards on
its front face indicating the division and ward
in which the ballotsit contains have been cast,
as well as the number of votes, and for the
purpose of holding these carvds I provide {he
poclkets or frames 42.

1The operation of my improved ballot-box
18 as follows: The cover-plate 82 is first re-
moved, and this releases the canceling device
and the pin for opening the jaws to receive the
ballot. The flexible partition-plate is pushed
out of the way by means of a suitable hoolked
rod, as above mentioned, and the box is then
in condition to receive the hallot. Dy push-
g down on the pin 16 the lower jaw of the
oripper is depressed, after which the ballot
may be inserted. Dy continuing this move-
ment of the pin 16 the canceling-stamp is
pushed down farenough to engage the ballot
against the lower jawof the gripperandstamyp
the same, the jaw being supported by a suit-
able ledge 41 on the wall of the box. After
the ballot has been engaged by the gripper
the rod 13 is retracted, so as to carry the bal-

| lot into the receptacle provided [or the same,

the lugs 18 on the side of the box causing the

jaws 7 and 3 to open to permit this. The

oripper having been retracted the full dis-
tance in the box, the slotted arm 24, ecavried by
the gripper, engages with the lever 20, con-
nected to the registering meehanism,and when
the gripperis returned for another ballot this
lever 20 is operated substantially ashas been
The spring-hammer of the cong
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has also been engaged by the weight 10 as
the gripper has been retracted, and when the
weight has passed the same the gongis struck.
As may be seen, the mechanism for manipu-
lating my ballot-box is very simple and is
entirely concealed from view and locked

~against the machinations of any dishonest

IC

election officers. :

Having thus described my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— |

1. In a ballot-box, the combination of the

- receptacle for receiving the ballots, a gripping

~device for depositing the ballots in said re-
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device for depositing the ballots in said re-
ceptacle, and means for traversing said grip-
ping device to and fro in the box.

2. In a ballot-box, the combination of the
receptacle forreceiving the ballots, a gripping

ceptacle, said gripping device having portions
adapted to ways in the walls of the ballot-box,
and means for traversing said gripping de-
vice 80 as to draw the ballots into the box.

5. In a ballot-box, the combination of the
receptacleforreceiving the ballots, a gripping
device for depositing the ballots in said re-
ceptacle, said gripping device having portions
adapted to ways in the walls of the box, and
a rod connected fosaid gripping device where-
by it may be drawn into the ballot-box.

4. The combination in a ballot-box, of the

receptacle for receiving the ballots, a sliding
gripping device adapted to carry the ballot so

that 1t may be deposited in said receptacle
and a flexible partition dividing the recepta-
cle for the ballots from the device for depos-
iting the same. |

0. The combination in a ballot-box of a re-
ceptacle for the ballots, means for depositing
the ballots, a flexible partition dividing the
depositing mechanism from the receptacle for
holding the ballots, a compartment for hold-
ing the flexible partition, and ways upon
which said partition may be traversed.

6. l'he combination in a ballot-box, of the
receptacle for the ballots, the gripping device
comprising jaws mounted so as to be free to
move back and forth in the box, and means
for opening and closing the jaws to receive
and grip the ballots.

7. The combination in a ballot-box, of the
gripping deviee for carrying the ballot into
the box, and a spring-controlled pin for sep-

~arating the jaws of the gripper so thatit may

55

engage the ballot.

5. The combination in a ballot-box, of the
receptacle for the ballots, a gripping device

- for depositing the hallots in said receptacle,

60

ways 1n the sides of the box upon which the
gripping device may be traversed, and a cam

or lug in the rear of the box adjacent to said

- ways, for separating the jaws of the ballot-

gripper so that the ballot may drop into the
box. | |

J. The combination in a ballot—box of the

- receptacle for the ballots, a gripping device

movable to and fro in the box, and serving to

| & canceling-stamp connected to such

3

draw in and deposit the ballots, means for op-
erating the gripping device at the forward
end of 1ts travel so as to cause it to grip the
ballot, and provision for opening the gripping
device at the inner termination of its travel
in order to release the ballot.

10. T'he combination in a ballot-box of the

‘receptacle forreceiving the ballots, a gripping

device for depositing said ballots, means for
operating the jaws of the gripping device, and
JaW-0D-
erating device. |

11. The combination in a ballot-box of the
receptacle for the ballots, a gripping device
movable to and fro in the box and serving to
deposit the ballots therein, and mechanism
operated by said movable gripper for regis-
tering the deposit of the ballots.

12. The combination in a ballot-box, of the
receptacle for the ballots, a movable gripping
device for-depositing the ballots therein, reg-
istering mechanism, a lever for operatingsaid
mechanism, and a slotted arm carried by the
gripping device and adapted to engage with
sald lever and operate the registering mech-
anism. |

13. The combination in a ballot-box, of the

receptacle for the ballots, a gripping device
for depositing the ballots therein, a register-
ing device adapted to be operated by said

gripping device, and a gong for announcing

the deposit of the ballots, operated by the bal-
lot-gripper as it is retracted to receive a new
ballot.

14. In a ballot-box of the character de-

scribed, a gripping device for effecting the de-
posit of the ballots in the box, consisting of a
pair of pivoted jaws connected together by a
suitable pin, and adapted to be drawn into
the box to deposit the ballot by any suitable
means, said jaws being normally held in en-
gagement with each other by a weight mount-
ed on the lower jaw.
- 15, In a ballot-box of the character de-
scribed, a gripping device for effecting a de-
posit of the ballots, consisting of a pair of piv-
oted jJaws suitably connected together and
adapted to be traversed in the box so as to de-
posit the ballot, said jaws being faced with
rubber or other suitable substance in order
that the ballot may be securely held while be-
ing drawn into the box, the jaws being held
in engagement with each other by a suitable
weight carried by the Iower jaw. .

16. The combination with a ballot-box of
the character described, having an aperture
in the front of said box through which the bal-
lots may be entered, of a ballot-gripping de-
vice movable to and froin the box, and means
for closing said aperture after the ballot has

been drawn through the same. |

~17. The combination with a ballot-box of
the character described, having an aperture
in the box through which the ballots may be
entered, of a ballot-gripping-device movable
to and fro in the box, and a pivoted weighted
door for closing said aperture, said door be-
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ing adapted to be raised to open the aperture
by the ballot-gripper, when the same is pre-
sented at the front of the box for anew ballot.

13. The combination with & ballot-box of
the character deseribed, having an aperture
in the box through which the ballots may be
entered, of a ballot-gripping device movable
to and {roin the box, a pivoted weighted door
for closing said aperture, and & cam on sald
door whereby the same may be raiséd when
the ballot-gripper is presented at the front of
the box for a new ballot.

The combination of a ballot-box having
a serles of compartments, with a hinged top
plate and a hinged Dbottom plate, and a flexi-
ble partition for dividing the said compart-
ments.

20. The combination with a ballot-box hav-
ing a series of compartments, of a fiexible par-
tition for separating said compartments, said
partition consisting of aseries of slatsorstrips
mounted upon [10111)16 belts.

21. In a ballot-box of the character de-

Oy

seribed, a gripping device adapted to traverse
within the box so as to effect the deposit of
the ballots therein, said gripping deviee col-
sisting of a pair of jaws pivotally connected

ogether, and means for holding said jaws in
erwaﬂ ement with each other.

7. The combination in & ballot-box, of the
recepmcle for the ballots, the gripping device
by which said ballots may be deposited in the
box, ways upon which said gripping device
may be traversed, sald ways being adapted to
hold the jaws of 1110 oripping devme 11 COn-
tact with each other so that the ballot will be
carried into the box, and means for opening
sald Jjaws.

In testimony whercof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence ol
two subscribing witnesses.

GEORGE J. MURPILY

Witnesses:
MURRAY C. BOYER,
JOS. ]]-
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