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To all whom it may concern

Beit known that I, CHARLES A PRECHTEL,
a citizen of the Umted tates, residing at Ab-
bott, in the county of Hill and State of Texas,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Kgg-Cases, of which the follow-

1ing 18 a full and complete specification, such
as will enable those skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to folding boxes or
crates such as are usually employed for pack-

‘1mg and shipping eggs and various other-ar-

ticles; and the object thereof is to provide an
improved box or crate of this class which is
so constructed that the ends and sides there-
of may be compactly folded together for ship-

- ment when empty, a further object being to
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provide a box or crate of this class with a fold-
ing partition and with a detachable cover
which may be applied thereto either when the
separate parts of the box or crate are folded

together or when in a position for use.
’1 he mventlon 1s fully disclosed in the fol-.

lowing specification, of which the accompany-
ing dra,wmﬂ's form a part, in which—

Figure 1is a perspective view of my im-

proved box or crate with part of the cover |

brokenaway; Fig.2, asimilar view with one of
thesides broken away and with one of the ends
folded inwardly; Fig. 3, a central longitudi-

nected therewith, and Kig. 4 a sectional de-
tail of the construetwn |

In the drawings forming part of this Speci-
fication the sepamte parts of myimprovement
are designated by the same numerals of refer-

ence in each of theviews, and in the practice of

my invention I provide a box or crate of the
character herein specified, which comprises a
bottom 5, two folding sides 6, and two simi-
lar folding ends 8, together with a detachable
cover 9, and these parts are of the following
construction:

Secured to one side of the bottom 5 is a lon-
gitudinal strip 10, to which one of the sides
G 18 hinged, as shown at 11, and secured to
the opposite gide of the bottom 5 is a similar
longitudinal strip 12, to which in practice the
othel side 18 hinged, and the strip 10 is wider
than the strip 19, The ends of the bottom 5 |

al section showing all the parts of the box |
or crate folded together and the cover con-

| are also provided with similar transverse

strips 13, to which the ends 8 are hinged, as
shown

same width and thickness. KEach of the end

pieces 8 is provided atits upper corners with

headed pins 15, and the sides 6 are each pro-
vided with circular or segmental slots 16,

which extend from the upper corners thereof

inwardly and downwardly toward the middle
portion of the box or crate, and the headed
pins 15, which are secured to the ends 8 of
the box or crate, are adapted to move in these
slots, and each of the sides'is also provided
at the upper outer ends of said slots with

metal plates 17, which are provided with

transverse notches or recesses 18, which are
in line with said slots 16, and wheu the ends
8 are turned outwardly. on their hinges at 14
the headed pins 15 move 1he slots 16 and the

heads thereof pass back of the plates 17, so

as to lock the ends and sides together.
I also provide a partition—plate 19, which

1s provided at its opposite ends and at or near

the -lower side thereof with pins 20, which
pass into corresponding holes or openings

at 14, and these strips 13 are of the
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formed in the strips 10 and 12, and said par-

tition-plate 19 may be raised into an upright
position, as shown in Fig. 1, or folded on the
bottom 5, as will be readily understood, and
the partition-plate 19 is provided on the up-
per side thereof with sliding plates 21, which

are adapted to enter corresponding holes or

openings in-the upper part of the sides 6, so
as to hold said partition-plates in an uprwht
position.

The cover 9 is pmmded Wlth dependmd
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side and end flanges 22, which are adapted to

inclose the top of the box or crate, as shown

in Fig. 1, and also to inclose the same when
the sides and ends are folded together, as
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shown in Fig. 3, and said end and side flanges

are prefembly composed of sheet metal, and

formed in the lower edges of the end ﬂ&nges

are oblong openings 23, and said cover is also

provided at each end Wlt]l a pivoted arm 24,
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which 1s provided at its lower end with a hook

25, which is adapted to engage with a staple

or loop 26, secured to the corles_pondmﬂ' end

of the box or crate, and by this means the
cover i locked in position when the box or

| crate is ready for use, as shown in Fig. 1, and
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secured at each end of the box or crate, at
the bottom thereof, is another loop or sfaple
27, 1in connection Wlth which the hooks 25 of

,the arms 24 operate when the separate parts
of the box or crate are folded together, as

shown in Kig. 1.

Each end of the box or crate is also pro-
vided with a folding handle 28, and these
folding handles are prefembly countersunk

in said ends, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, and
it will thus be seen that I accomplish the

object of my invention by means of a device
which is simple in construction and opera-
tion and perfectly adapted to produce the
result for which it is intended.

The object of making one of the side strlps
10 and 12 wider than the other is to provide
means whereby said sides may be snugly and
compactly folded over the end pieces and
whereby one of said sides may be folded over
the other, and in practice when the parti-
tion-plate 19 is employed the said partition-
plate is first folded, as shown in Fig. 3, atter
which the ends 8 are folded inwardly, and
the side 6, which is hinged to the strip 12, is
then folded inw ardly, and the 0pp081te &1de
6 is folded together.

The cover 9] may be &pphed elther when the
box or crate is in position for use, as shown
in Fig. 1, or when the separate parts thereof
are folded together, as shown in Fig. 3, and
it will be apparent that changes in and modi-
fications of the construction herein deseribed
may bemade withoutdeparting from the spirit
of my invention orsacrificing 1ts advantages.

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure bv Letters
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1. A box or crate, compnsmwabottom two

folding sides, and two folding ends, said bot-
tom bein o provided at each -end with a trans-

verse strip to which the endsare hinged, and

at each side withalongitudinal strip, to which
the sides are hinged, one of said strips being
wider than the other, and said sides being
also provided with circular or segmental
grooves, and with locking-plates at the outer

ends thereof, and said ends being provided

with headed pins which move in said grooves,

and the heads of which operate in connection |

together.

2. Aboxor crate, comprising a bottom, two
folding sides, and two folding ends, said bot-
55 ¢ ;_;_iff 3
verse strip to which the ends are hinged,and . =~
' at each side with alongitudinal strip, towhich
the sides are hinged, one of said strips being =~ *
wider than the other and said sides beingalso ' = -
provided with c1rcular or segmental grooves, 60 .
and with locking-plates at the outer ends =
thereof, and saad ends belng provided with =
headed pins which move in said grooves, and
the heads of which operate in connection with
said plates for locking the sides and ends to-
g also pro-

tom bemcr provided at each end with a trans-

oether, and said box or crate being

vided with a partition-plate whichis pwotally =y
connected therewith near the bottom thereof,

and which is adapted to be folded ad,]acent'
to the bottom and to be raised andlocked into _
- an upright position, substantmlly as shown_*r;_

and descrlbed

3. A box or crate, comprising a bottom, two =
folding sides, and two folding ends, Smd bot-- -
tom bemfr pr ovided at each end with a frans-

verse strip to which the ends are hinged, and -

ateach side with a longitudinal strip to which o

the sides are hinged, one of said strips being
wider than the other, and said sides beintr-'

orooves, and with locking-plates at the outer

endb thereof, and said ends being provided :'f'.":

with headed pins which move in S&id orooves,
and the heads of which operate in connection -

with said plates for locking the sides and ends
together, and said box or crate being also pro-
vided with a cover which is provided with de-
pending side and end flanges or plates, said
cover being adapted to inclose the top of the
box or crate, and to be lockéd thereto, sub-_-
 stantially as shown and deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the for egoing as._".-_i |

my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the sub%cubmﬂ' w1t11esses, this 14th”

da,y of May, 1397.

Witnesses:
- A. MCKENNA,
HueH DUNN.

| with said plates forlocking the sides and ends:  :"
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also provided with circular or secrmental 8o

| CHAS. A. PRECUTEL.
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