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To all whom it may concerm:

- Be it known that I, RoBERT H. WHITE, of
the city and county of Providence and State
of Rhode Island, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Wick-Trimmers;
and I do hereby declare the following speci-
fication, taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, forming a partof the same,

to be afull,clear,and exact description thereof. -

The presentinvention relates toa novel de-
vice for trimming the wicks of lamps, and

~ has for its object the production of such a
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device which shall be simple and inexpensive
in construction and with which the charred
end of the wick may be quickly and accu-
rately removed, so that the end of the wick
will present an even surface. |

The present invention embodies a plate
adapted to be moved over the end of the wick-
tube and provided with one or more scrapers
which slide along the end of the wick-tube
and remove the charred end of the wick which

projects beyond the end of said tube, the end |
of said wick being left substantially flush

with the end of said wick-tube, any project-
ing fibers of said wick being compressed and
compacted by the smooth portions of the plate

lying between the serapers. The plateisalso .

preferably provided with guides whiceh serve
to retain the plate in place as it ismoved over
the end of the wick-tube, and said guides
may be and preferably are made adjustable,
so that the same plate may be used upon dii-
ferent sizes of wick-tubes. | :

In the accompanying drawings are shown
two forms of wick-trimmers embodying the
present invention. .

Figure 1 is a plan view of a wick-trimmer

embodyingthe presentinvention and adapted
for trimming the wicks of flat burners. Iig. |

2 is a sectional view showing the wick-trim-
mer applied to the end of the wick-tube of a

lamp. Tig. 3 is an end elevation of Iig. 2. |

Fig. 4 is a plan view showing a wick-trimmer
embodying the presentinvention and adapted

for trimming the wicks of eylindrical or Ar- |

oand burners. Fig. 5 is a sectional view on
line 5 5, Fig. 4, and showing the manner of

~applying the wick-trimmer to an Argand
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burner.

Fig. 6 is a sectional view on line 6 6,
Kig. 4. - |

may pass.

| the end of said tube.

Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the wick-
trimmer shown therein consgists of a plate 1
provided with scrapers 2. The scrapers 2 are
preferably formed by cutting transverse slots
3 in the plate 1, and short slots 4, extending

from the ends of slots 3, and then bending.

down the lips thus formed. With this con-
struction openings are provided in front of
the scrapers through which the charred por-
tions of the wick removed by the scrapers
1t is also preferred to arrange the
serapers at an inclination to the line of mo-
tion of the plate 1, so that said scrapers may
have a draw action across the top of the wick.

A handle 5 is connected to the plate 1 by

means of the arms 6, which are extended be-
yond the face of said plate and are curved in-
wardly to form guides 7 for holding the plate
1 in position upon the end of the wick-tube,
and by bending the guides to change their
inclination they may be adjusted to fit any
size of wieck-tube.

The manner of using the device is clearly
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The wick 8 being

moved up until the charred portion is above

the end of the wick-tube 9, the plate 1 1s

wick-tube, being guided in its movement by
the guides 7, and the scrapers 2 remove the
charred portion of the wick above the end of
tube 9, leaving the end of the wick flush with
The end of the wick is
thus quickly and accurately trimmed and

| presents an even surface, any projecting

fibers being compressed by the flat portions
of the plate between the serapers, and the end

of the wick being further.compacted by the

backs of the scrapers on the return stroke of

the plate.

Referring to Figs. 4, 5, and 6, the trimmer
ig in the form of a disk-shaped plate 1', and
the scrapers 2' are formed, preferably, in the
same manner as deseribed with reference to
Figs. 1, 2, and 3 by bending down the lips
formed by the slots 3’ and 4'.

are also preferably arranged with their inner
ends in advance of their outer ends, as shown,
| so that said scrapers will be on an incline to
| the line of movement of the plate and have a
draw action across the end of the wick and
will also tend to carry the charred portions of

The scrapers
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| moved back and forth over the end of the
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- the wick away from the recess within the

o

wick-tube. The plate 1’ is secured to a ¢yl-

“inder 10, which projects above the said plate
‘and serves as a means for securing a handle

11 tosaid plate. A guide, preferably formed

by a series of flexible fingers 12, projects from
. the faceof plate 1' and is adapted to fit within

~ the wick-tube to hold the plate 1" in place.

~ The fingers 12 are preferably formed upon the

0

- shown in Fig. 5.

lower end of the cylinder 10, as shown.

The manner of using this dewce is clearly

The wick 13 having been

- moved to bring the charred portion above the
‘end of the wick-tube 14, the plate 1'is placed | to obtain by Lefters Patent, is— -

in the position shown with the fingers 12 en- |

gaging the wick-tube and is given a rotary

- movement, the scrapers 2’ removing the

-~ charred pOI‘tiOHS of the Wiek, which pass Ilp
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through the slots in the plate 1. .
the wick is thus quickly and -accurately
trimmed flush with the end of the wick-tube
and presents an even surface, any protruding

by the flat portlons of the plate 1.

sired, by giving the plate 1’ a movement in

the opposlte duectwn when the backs of the
- scrapers 2° will slide over the end of said wick |
In some forms |
of burners there is an inner tube within the | .

and force the fibers together.

wick-tube, which extends above the end of

The end of |

L ¥

_sta,ntlally as described.
fibers being compacted and smoothed down |

The end
of the wick may be further compacted, if de-

593,262

lines in Fig. 5, and in order to adapt the trim-

to leave a space in eylinder 10 below the han-

“dle 11, into which this tube may extend. TFor
use on this class of burners this cylinder 10
- Imay serve as a guide for holding the plate 1°
in position.
gers for the guide saad fingers may be readily

By using. a series of lexible fin-

bent to fit d1f

erent sizes of wick- tubes, and

1t 1s preferr ed therefm e, to employ this fOl]]l

of guide. |
What I claim as my 1nvent10n and desne

1. A wick-trimmer comprising]& plate pro-

vided with one or more scrapers and one or

more adjustable guides for guiding said plate
substantially as descrlbed o
9. A wick-trimmer comprising a plate pro-

vided with one or more scrapers and a guide.
nbels sub-

consisting of a series of ﬂemble

the wick-tube, as indicated at 15 in dotted

mer for use t:rpon such burnersit is preferred .
‘35
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3. A wick-trimmer compmsmn a dlsk pro-

vided with a series.of lips bent from said disk
to form scrapers, and a series of flexible fin-
gers pm]ectmﬂ from smd disk, substantmlly_
as desembed

ertnesses o
JOHN HENSI—IAW
-~ R. A. BATES.
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