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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLLIE J. REYNOLDS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Fall
Creek Depot, in the eeunty of Pittsylvania

and State of Virginia, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Gate-

~Latehes; and I do hereby declare the follow-

ing to be a full, elear, and exact description
of the mventwn such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to

- make and use the same.

My inventionrelates toanew and impr oved

~ form of gate-lateh.
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The accompanying dl&Wlll“ shows a per-
spective view of a gate with my latch applied

thereto.
The object of my invention is to provide a
cheap form of latch which may be readily

constructed by any person, even though not
a mechanie, and of materials always zwail—
able; also, to keep the cost of the same low
and produce a latch which shall be certain

~and efficient in its action. I accomplishthese

' results as follows:
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In the drawing the gate is represented by
A. Thig, as shown 1S eonstl ucted of boards
like an ordinar y far m-gate. Resting upon
one of the horizontal boards is the lateh B.
This consists of a bar of wood which slides
at the outward end of the g gate, between the
vertical parts C. This latch is provided with

a handle B’, which may be readily grasped

for thmmnn* the latch to open the gate. Fas-
tened to the side of the latch at D Is a staple
or pin which embraces the end of the spring
E. This spring L is a long spring, made of
steel either in the form of wire or flat bar

- and is fixed upon the boards at the top of the

- gate by means of staples F.
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- be withdrawn sufficiently to free the end

Thisismade of
such & weight and length that the latch may

~ thereof from the cateh and so that the force
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exerted by the spring does not largely in-
c¢rease by doing so.

Pivoted to the edge of the vertical board
C upon the end of the gate is a leverII. The
end of this lever upon one side of the gate is

| carries a weight J to overbalance that end

and make the bar H drop upon the latch.
The latch has a notch & in its upper sur-
face, so placed that the lever H will drop in
this notch when the latch has been withdrawn
sufficiently to free ils catch. Upon the side
of the latch B, at B? is placed a block which

engages with one of ‘the boards C to prevent

the lateh being drawn back too far. This
block is soplaced that it will engage the board
C at the time when the notch G is below the
bar H, and thus will insure the engagement
of the bar with the notch G.

The bar H, instead of being pivoted on the
edge of the board A', may be pwcated in a slot

| passmﬂ' through the eud boards A', as shown

in dotted lmes

Upon the post at the end of the gate is
fixed a stop or projection 1, situated in the
path of the curved end I of the lever H when
the gate is shut. This will throw the bar II
out of the noteh G, and the spring K will
throw the lateh back to engage with its cateh.
Lhis will occur only When the gate has been

t closed:

My gate 1s operated as follows: By means
of the handle B’ the lateh is thrown back, and
the bar Il automatically catches in the notch
G and retains the lateh in its inoperative po-
sitlon. When the gate is swung shut, the end
of the lever I Wﬂl engage its st—ap, and the
spring will then throw the latch info engage-

‘ment mth the post.

Tt will be seen that all the parts of this
latch are of such materials and shape that
they may be obtained anywhere and made by
any person. A few cents’ worth of materials
will suffice for a latch, and the latch is as
effective and convenient as a more expensive
one.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The combination with a swinging gate hav-
ing a longitudinally-movable latch, a projec-
tion upon said latch to engage a part of the
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gate to limit the rearward movement of said g3

curved downwardly, as at I. The othel end | lateh, a handle upon said latch, a notchin the
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