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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WIiLrLIaAM N. FESSEN-
DEN, of Candor, in the county of Tioga and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Bedstead-
Fasteners; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-

ers skilled in the art to which it ‘pertains to
make and use it, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, which form part of
this specification.

This invention relates to bedstead-fasten-
ers; and the object thereof is to provide a
simple, strong, and inexpensive device for
securing the side rails of bedsteads to the
head and foot sections. | |

The invention residesin the novel features
of construction described fully hereinafter
and claimed, and illustrated by the accom-
panying drawings, wherein— -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of portions
of a bedstead-post and side rail secured to-
gether by my improved fastener. Fig. 2 is
a side elevation. Fig. 3 isaplan view partly
in section. Fig. 4isadetail perspective view
of the lock. R T

A designates the post, and B the side rail,
of a bedstead. Secured by staples C to the
inner side of the rail is the fastener or lock
D, with its extremities adjacent the rail end
and turned or bent down to form hooks E.
These hook ends are bent outward slightly
or away from the rail, so as to enter freely
and move downward in staple-eyes F, pro-
Jected from post A. The hooks are disposed
at a slight outward angle to the vertical sur-
faces of the post and the rail end, so that
when the rail is brought to position, with the
fastener or lock engaging the staple-eyes, the
slightly-slanting hooks will have a wedging
action within the staple-eyes, thus- drawing
the rail end squarely against the post and
there hold it in a most secure manner, the
greater the weight upon the rail the more se-
cure and firm being the fastening.
ends of staple-eyes I are preferably rounded
slightly, as shown, so that in applying the
fastener the staple-eyes will be in proper po-
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sition and adjustment when driven inward
with their rounded portions engaging the
post-surface.

T'he lock or fastener is preferably formed
of heavy wire or light bar-iron, and its body
portion and depending hooks being formed
of a single piece or section it may be easily
bent to proper form, while the expense there-
of, as well as the time and labor required in
applying it, is very small.

The fastener is here shown and described
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as a bedstead-fastener;but I do not desire to

confine myself to its use as such, for mani-
festly it may be used to great advantage for
securing together the sections of many dif-

ferent knockdown and other structures.

Devices now in general use for accomplish-
ing the purpose for which my improvement
18 designed are formed of cast metal and are
objectionable owing to the expense attending
their manufacture, and are also much more
Iiable to become broken through wear and
rough handling than the device herein pro-
posed, for being formed of bar metal it is ex-
tremely strong and capable of resisting strain
however exerted, while its cost isnominal and

its securing means of the simplest character.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of two members adapt-
ed to be detachably locked together, the in-
ner face of the first memberhaving the alined
rigid eyes projecting therefrom, the end of
the second member abutting against the in-
ner face of the first member beside said eyes,
and the fastening bent from a single metal
rod and rigidly secured against the inner side
of the second member with its two free ends
bent down and forming hooks not projecting
beyond the end of said member, and deflect-

ed away from the inner side thereof to enter

sald two projecting eyes, so that cutting and
recessing of the members is avoided, sub-
stantially as described. * |

2. T'hecombination, of a bedstead end piece
provided with the rigid eyes arranged one
above the other and projecting from the in-
ner side of a post of said end piece, a side
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rail with 1ts end abutting against saud post
with sald eyes at the inner face of the rail,
and the metal rod bent U-shaped and rigidly
securcd to the inner face of the rail by sta-
ples C, embracing the horizontal legs of the
U-shaped rod, the free ends of the rod ar-
ranged one above the other at the inner face
of the rail and not projecting beyond the end
thereof, and bent down forming hooks and
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deflected laterally to enter said eyes, as de- 10
seribed and shown.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM N. FESSENDEN.

\Vitn_esses .
J. M. NESBIT,
A. S. PATTISON.
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