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10 ali whom it may conceriv:
Beitknownthatl, JOAN HENRY NICHOLES,

a citizen of the United States,residing at Chat-

tanooga, 1n the county of IIamﬂton a,nd State

of Tennessee, have invented certain new and.
useful Impmmments in Checkrein-Hooks;

and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the mventlon

such as will enable others skilled in the art to

which itappertains tomake and usethe same.

My invention relates to a checkrein-hook.

T'he object of the invention is to provide a
device of this character by means of which
the checkrein may be released from the hook
by the occupant of the vehicle and the ani-
mal allowed tobend its head, and whichmay
be secured against detachment.

With this ob;]eet in view the invention con-

sists of certain features of construction and
‘combination of parts which will be herein-

after fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a view of a portion of a harness- saddle with
my Improved checkrein secured thereto, a
portion of a checkrein, .-;md a portion of one
of the driving-lines. Fig. 2 is alongitudinal
vertical 5@01}1011&1 view 13111'0110‘]1 the check-

rein-hook, showing the parts locked to pre-

vent the .:1111111&1 bendmﬂ its head. Kig. 3 is
a similar view showing tlle parts in the po-

sition they assume to permit of the ammajl'

bending its head.

In the drawings, 1 denotes the saddle, and
2 the supporting frame or casing, WhlGh COn-
smts, plefemb]y of a tubular portion 3, hav-

12 downwardly- projecting parallel flan ges 4
and the catech-casing 6.

9 denotes the e&tch one end of vhu,h 1s
pivoted in the inner end of the catch-casing

and which is provided with a catch-head ]0 |

and to therear of this headis provided a cam-
surface or incline 11. 12 denotes a coiled
spring seated in said casing and engaging the
1111(161 side of the catch and exer tmﬂ' lts en-
ergy to force the catech upward.

13 denotes a releasing-lever pwoted in the
lowerend of the casing a,nd having a shoulder
14, which is adapted to engage the cam orin-
chued suriace of the 1&130]1

15 denotes. a resetting-lever which is piv-
oted in the lower end of the casing, at the for-

ward portion thereof.
nected with the releasing ]evel by a pwoted-
link 16.

This lever is con-

17 denotes a conical plug the base of wlueh
is slightly smaller in diameter than the cylin-
drical portion of the supporting-frame.

18 denotes a strap one end of which 18 se-

cured to the base end of the conical plug and
the other end of which is adapted to engage
with the checkrein. 19 denotes a similar
strap which is secured to the apex end of
the plug and is adapted to be connected to
one of the driving-lines.

In operation, the plug being arranged within

the tubular poxtmn of the casing and 1t is
desired to check the animal, by pulling upon
| the driving-rein the conical plug will be

drawn over the catch and the cateh will be
depressed, and as soon as the apex of the
plug has passed the catch the spring will

i force said catch upwardly into engagement

with the base of the plug, thereby fir mly hold-
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ing the checkrein- hook in its checked posi- -

tion. If 1t 1s desired to uncheck the animal
to aliow 1t to feed or drink, by pulling on the
driving - line the plug will De drawn still
farther backward and will engage the releas-
ing-lever and forece it rearward. The shoul-
del on the end of the releasing-lever will en-

gage the cam orinclined Smmce of the catch
and force the Gdtd‘l downward and hold it in
that position.

A glight draft on the cheekl ein by the ani-
mal *mll cause the plug to be withdrawn for-
ward, and its base coming in contact with, the
inclined end of the 1esett1BW-lever will ride
upon and forece said lever fm wardly, thus re-
leasing the plug and allowing the animal to
lower its head. The forward movement of
the resetting-lever will draw the releasing-

lever from engagement with the cam or in-
clined surface of the catch, thus allowingsaid -

catch to be forced HPW.:LICH}T byits spring and
be in readiness to engage the plug when it is
desired to check up the head of the animal,
which may be done by pulling upon the dilV-
ing-rein to which the plug and 1ts strap are

attaehed

Having thus described my mventlon what
I claim, a,nd desire to secure by Lettms Pat-

| ent of the United Stcbtes, 18—
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~ said releasing-lever, and a plu

20

° 592,573

1. In a checkrem hook, the combination
with the suppm‘bmn‘-fmme having a tubular

portion, a catch-casing secured to said sup-
porting -frame, and provided with a catch

which projects upward within the tubular

portion, a releasing-lever adapted to engage

sald cateh, and a resettmw lever conneeted

~with said Peleasuw level substantlal] y as seb

forth.

2. In a checkrein-hook, the combination
with the supporting-frame having a tubular

portion, a catch-casing secured to said sup-
porting -frame, and prowded with a catch
which prOJects upward within the tubular
portion, a releasing-lever adapted to engage
said catch, a resetting-lever connected with
g adapted to be

engaged by said catch, substantially as set
forth. | |

- 3. In a checkrein-hook, the combination
with a frame provided with a tubular por-
tion, a catch-casing secured to said tubular

'portion and providéd with a catch, the head

of whieh projects upward into the tybular
portion of the frame, said catch having a cam
orineclined portion, aspring arranged beneath

said catch to force the cateh upward a re-
leasing-lever pivoted in the catch-casing, and

25,

having a shoulder adapted to engage the cam =

or inclined portion of the catch, a resetting-

lever pivoted in advance of the catch a con-
nection between the resetting-lever and the

releasing-lever, a conical plug, one end adapt-
ed to be attached to the checkrein and the
other end adapted to be attached to one of
the driving-lines, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I hereunto at
signature in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN HENRY NICIOLES.

’Wltnes‘sefs
MARrION T. HMI
P. A BRAWNER.
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